UnChristian 2
I. Intro

1. Open bibles to 1 Corinthians 9:19-23
2. Last week began a new sermon series titled unChristian

A. Inspired by the book of the same title written by David Kinnaman

B. I told you that I wanted us to actually Be A Bridge

a. Between us and others, both in and outside the kingdom

b. Between man and God

C.  I explained why I wanted to utilize Kinnaman’s book “unChristian” for our latest book club

a. I believe it can help us become that bridge by helping us to better understand how we are perceived by what Kinnaman terms “outsiders”
i. Those outside the church or the unchurched

b. It’s well written and based upon excellent research

D. I reviewed the 6 perceptions “outsiders” have of us – as covered in the book

a. Hypocritical

i. They say that Christians pretend to be something unreal, conveying a polished image that is not accurate
b. Too focused on getting converts
i. They feel like targets rather than people
c. Anti-homosexual

i. Outsiders say that Christians are bigoted and show distain for gays and lesbians
d. Sheltered

i. Outsiders say that we do not respond to reality in appropriately complex ways, preferring simplistic solutions (input slogans) and answers
e. Too Political

i. Christians are overly motivated by a political agenda
f. Judgmental

i. They think we are quick to judge and doubt that we really love people as we say we do
3. Today: unChristian 2:

A. I want to do something a little different today
a. I want to have a dialogue

b. I’ll explain in a minute

4. Read & Pray: 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

A. 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (NIV)

a. 19Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 20To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. 22To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. 23I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.
B. 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (The Message)

a. 19-23Even though I am free of the demands and expectations of everyone, I have voluntarily become a servant to any and all in order to reach a wide range of people: religious, nonreligious, meticulous moralists, loose-living immoralists, the defeated, the demoralized—whoever. I didn't take on their way of life. I kept my bearings in Christ—but I entered their world and tried to experience things from their point of view. I've become just about every sort of servant there is in my attempts to lead those I meet into a God-saved life. I did all this because of the Message. I didn't just want to talk about it; I wanted to be in on it!

C. It sounds like Paul was flexible, creatively open to new ideas and open to change.

a. How about you?

II. My thoughts
1. We do not need to compromise what we believe to reach the current culture.
A. We do need to more closely examine what we believe
a. Get out of auto pilot mode and think
B. And we need to start living what we believe

a. for example Live Love.

2. I'm convinced that we can hold to the orthodoxy of the faith and still reach this culture

A. However, it will require that we are willing to change some of religious traditions and vocabulary

3. Jesus impacted the culture of his day with dramatic effect

A. And It changed the religious landscape 

B. We can do the very same thing because He lives in us by the power of the Holy Spirit

III. Dialogue
1. Like I said, I want to do something different today

2. Break up into small groups of 4 or 5 people and answer these three questions

A. 1. What can we practically do as individuals to change "outsiders" negative perceptions of us?

B. 2. What can we do as a church to change "outsiders" negative perceptions of us?

C. 3. How can we better Live Love to those outside our community of faith?

3. discuss it for 15-20 minutes and then we'll come back together and share our answers as a group
4. Notes: 

A. Tell sound man to pause recording during discussion time

B. Have a microphone available for people to share their answers

C. Create PowerPoint slide with the three questions
IV. Ministry Time
1. Stay in your small groups and pray for one another.

2. Music

1. Individually, what can we practically do to change outsiders negative perceptions of us?

· Enter into dialogue and relationships

· Show kindness

· Be friendly

· Listen

· Be a good Samaritan

· Be a window to heaven

· Be yourself

· Don’t preach

· Do give the “don’t”

· Probe them with questions

· Meet them where they are at

· Be more loving

· Less critical

· Don’t be holy than though

· Except people where they are
· Real

· Transparent

· Unity

· Non judgmental

· Mercy

· Forgiveness

· Charitable

· No pressure

· Don’t be religious

· Unconditional love

· Have a relationship with God

· Smile

· Respect boundaries

2. What can we do as a church to change outsiders negative perceptions of us?

· Inviting people in – like ‘pot luck’ more social events
· More to church than being judgmental

· No Christianize – game night – relational

· Open dialogue – what’s on people’s minds

· Coming together to pray for forgiveness

· Change our hearts 

· Avoid mega phone

· Change our approach

· Use love not force

· Use non religious ways of communicating

· Don’t quote scripture at them

· Raise some barns – community wide activity 

· Contribute to a community

· Grow food

· Connecting to the body – with one another

· Less church like activity

· Go to a bar – over a period of time – cultivate relationship
3. How can we better “Live Love” to those outside our community of faith?

· Volunteer at fire department – do something nice for them
· Do not take offense

· Be relationship with Jesus and the fruit will change people’s lives

· To love your enemies and pray for them

· Have fun

· In our circles of influence – live love there

