The Gospel of John 14:25-31

Intro
· Open Bibles to John 14:25-31
· We are working our way through John’s Gospel
· Last week: The Church?
· Three Questions
· What is the church?
· How do we do church?
· Why do we do church?
· Wayne Jacobsen
· Friday night
· Tonight here at 7:00 PM
· Timely, I think.
· It’s been a wonderful journey so far through John’s Gospel
· And will only get better
· Today we’ll finish up chapter 14
· Next week will begin digging into John 15
· Read and Pray: John 14:25-31
· “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over me, but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me. “Come now; let us leave.

Context 
· Chapter 14
· Has all been about Jesus comforting his disciples
· Verse 1begins:
· “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.
· Why do the disciple needed to be comforted?
· Because back in chapter 13 Jesus announced that things were about the change
· That their status quo was about to be disturbed.
· He told them that he was leaving
· And they could not come with him
· In the upper room with his closest friends
· After washing their feet…
· And mercifully dealing with Judas’ betrayal
· Just before addressing Peter’s denial
· Jesus tells them in verse 33
· “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.
· This announcement, basically, freaked them out!
· And Jesus has been comforting them ever since.
· Jesus finishes up chapter 14 with additional words of comfort and encouragement.

Encouragement and Comfort
· Have you ever been freaked out by the stuff of life?
· Have you ever needed encouragement?
· Have you ever needed to be comforted?
· Have you ever needed it from more than just people?
· Have you ever needed it from God?
· Of course you have, so have I
· There’s life you in the following verses

Verses 25-27
· “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
· Jesus is winding up a three year adventure with these men
· He has spoken and demonstrated the Kingdom of God for them
· He has modeled the New Covenant by loving them extravagantly
· So much has been shared and witnessed and demonstrated that the Gospel of John ends with these words in John 21:25
· Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.
· So much more than any person could possible retain.
· So Jesus comforts and encourages his concerned friends with the promise of the Holy Spirit. (verse 26)
· But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

· Advocate
· Advocate: NIV, NLT
· Helper: ESV, NASB
· Comforter: KJV
· Counselor: Holman Christian Standard Bible
· The Redeemer of the accursed: Aramaic Bible in Plain English
· The Friend: The Message
· The Amplified Bible chooses all of the above with:
· the Helper (Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor, Counselor, Strengthener, Standby)
· The Passion Translation
· The Spirit of Holiness, the One like me who sets you free

Define Advocate:
· Paraklētos: (pa-ra-cleat-tas)
· Someone who stands by your side and helps you
· This: Best Man at a wedding
· Or a lawyer in a court room, your counsel, or counselor
· Someone who stands in the gap, an intercessor

· Doesn’t all that sound good?
· Doesn’t it sound comforting and encouraging?
· That this is who the Father will send in Jesus name?
· This Advocate, Helper, Counselor, comforter
· This Friend, Redeemer of the accused
· This Intercessor
· This Strengthener
· This standby
· Spirit of Holiness who set us free
· That sounds awesome to me!
· Then why are so many terrified of the Holy Spirit?
· Everyone loves Jesus
· And even if they see him as an angry God, people at least of have box for the Father
· But way too many ignore, disregard or forget the Holy Spirit.
· Why is that?
· Why do people have “problems” with the Holy Spirit?

Italian Job
· Has anyone seen the move “The Italian Job”?
· They’re casing a house to rob
· The character Left Ear (explosives expert) who’s deaf in one ear
· Is observing the front gate to bad guys house
· Left Ear sees guard dogs and says into his microphone 
· Left Ear: “This dude got dogs. I don't do dogs... I had a real bad experience, man.”
· His partner Charlie says: “What happened?”
· Left Ear replies sarcastically: “I had. A bad. Experience.”

· Like Left Ear with the dogs
· Many have had a bad experience when it comes to the Holy Spirit
· And in the same way Left Ear doesn’t “do dogs”
· All too many Christians don’t do the Holy Spirit
· They’ve effectively thrown out the baby with the bath water

· There has got to be a right way to do this Holy Spirit stuff, right?
· Why do I say that?
· Because it’s biblical
· Verse 26 makes it perfectly clear
· The Holy Spirit is sent from the Father
· Gotta be good!
· The Holy Spirit is sent in Jesus’ name
· Gotta be good!
· Bible translators have used glowing terminology to interpret how Jesus describes the Holy Spirit 
· The Holy Spirit is good
· More than that, the Holy Spirit is God

· I’m convinced that we can experience the Holy Spirit and…
· Not violate love
· And do it with character, integrity and humility
· I have been living a Spirit-filled life for a long time now
· I have seen the good, the bad and the ugly
· I think we can and will do better
· But it will be messy from time to time
· It’s almost like having kids
· They will messy up your neat and orderly life
· But they are so worth it!
· Sometime he will act like God in our midst
· He’ll color outside “our” lines
· And blow up “our” God boxes
· But would you really want it any other way?
· Who wants or needs a God that is containable?

· If we want to live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit
· And I do
· It will look different than what we refer to as normal and natural
· Honestly, the problem isn’t the Holy Spirit
· Of course it isn’t
· The real problem is:
· The fear of man and…
· What will the neighbors think
· We need to put a stake through the heart of “the fear of man” and “what will the neighbors think” here on PEI. 
· And live the live we were created to live!

How many have read C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe
· Speaking with Mr. and Mrs Beaver Lucy asks:
“Is he a man?” 

“Aslan a man!” said Mr Beaver sternly. Certainly not. I tell you he is King of the wood and the son of the great emperor-beyond-the-sea. Don’t you know who is the King of the Beasts? Aslan is a lion – the Lion, the great lion.”

“ooh!” said Susan, “I’d thought he was a man. Is he – quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion.”

“That you will, dearie, and no mistake” said Mrs Beaver; “if there’s anyone who can appear before Aslan without their knees knocking, they’re either braver than most or else just silly.”

“Then he isn’t safe?” said Lucy.

“Safe?” said Mr Beaver; “don’t you hear what Mrs Beaver tells you? Who said anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.”
· I won’t lie to you
· Life in the Holy Spirit might not always “feel” safe
· But make no mistake
· His is God, he is very good and he loves you!

And what will this Advocate do for us? (Verse 26b)
· will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
· I could use more of both
· How about you?
· I need the Holy Spirit to teach me
· And apparently he can teach me “all things” wow!
· I need to be reminded of the things Jesus said
· That can only help me
· Now that’s a good helper, a good counselor and advocate
· That’s a very good friend!

Verse 27
· Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
· The disciple world has been rocked
· They’ve invested many years of their life into this Jesus guy
· With expectations of some benefit to themselves
· Positions of power in his new Messianic Kingdom
· And now he’s says he’s going away
· Has your world ever been rocked?
· Have your expectations ever been shattered?
· Yep, me too.

· There is an other-worldly peace available to us
· This isn’t shalom which was often used as a personal greeting
· This is eirēnē (a-ray-nay)
· A state of national tranquility
· Exemption from the rage and havoc of war
· Peace between individuals, - harmony, concord
· Security, safety and prosperity, 
· Because peace and harmony make and keep things safe and prosperous
· It’s The Messiah's peace
· It’s a supernatural peace
· A peace not dependent upon circumstances and situations
· It’s an internal peace
· Not an external peace
· It’s the very peace of Jesus
· He leaves it with us
· It’s His peace that he gives to us
· Not as the world gives peace
· Based upon externals
· But a heart peace rooted in the securing of a loving relationship
· Jesus gives what the world cannot give
· The Holy Spirit and Peace
· And then states plainly
· Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
· These gifts may not exempt us from the storms of life, 
· but they do give us all we’ll need to weather any storm

Verse 28-31
· “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over me, but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me. “Come now; let us leave.
· Here Jesus concludes his comforting statements
· He prophesies that he is leaving and coming back again
· That he is going to the Father
· He prophesies so that when it happens they will believe and trust him
· He tells his friends that the “prince of the world” is coming
· The prince of the world is Satan
· But fear not
· He has no hold whatsoever over Jesus
· He comes for another reason
· so that the world may learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me
· Jesus’ ways are not our ways
· He thinks and see differently than we do
· We need His Spirit alive and active in us
· So we can see and act and think like he does
· No matter what is going on around us
· No matter how much our status quo is disturbed
· No matter how much of our expectations have been shattered – like the disciple in the upper room this historic night
· I want this! I need it!

Who needs prayer this morning?
· Who needs this supernatural peace for your current circumstances?
· Who needs the Advocate, Counselor, Helper – Friend?
· Please come forward for prayer as John leads in a final song.
