Live by the Spirit 2011
Part 1

I Intro

1 Open Bibles to Zechariah 4:1-14
2 Last Week: New Beginnings 2011
A Reviewed our ethos: 

a The fundamental character or spirit of a culture.”
i Passion, Freedom, Spirit & Destiny
B Shared a vision from December 30th 2007
a Angelic declaration of a New Day
C Taught briefly on various forms of revelation
a Twilight, the word, vision, trance, translation and visitation…

D Also, I mentioned

a A day would come when we would HAVE to live by the Spirit

b Currently we have grace to practice

c Today with that thought in mind I want to begin a new series of messages

3 Today: “Live by the Spirit”
A I want to start the series by taking a look at Zechariah 4:6

a Our Mission

b The Rejected Methods

c Our Secret Weapon

i (ht to G. Campbell Morgan’s Westminster Pulpit)
4 Read & Pray: Zechariah 4:1-14 for context
The Gold Lampstand and the Two Olive Trees

 1 Then the angel who talked with me returned and woke me up, like someone awakened from sleep. 2 He asked me, “What do you see?”

   I answered, “I see a solid gold lampstand with a bowl at the top and seven lamps on it, with seven channels to the lamps. 3 Also there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left.”

 4 I asked the angel who talked with me, “What are these, my lord?”

 5 He answered, “Do you not know what these are?”

   “No, my lord,” I replied.

 6 So he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty.

 7 “What are you, mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground. Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts of ‘God bless it! God bless it!’”

 8 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; his hands will also complete it. Then you will know that the LORD Almighty has sent me to you.

 10 “Who dares despise the day of small things, since the seven eyes of the LORD that range throughout the earth will rejoice when they see the chosen capstone in the hand of Zerubbabel?”

 11 Then I asked the angel, “What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?”

 12 Again I asked him, “What are these two olive branches beside the two gold pipes that pour out golden oil?”

 13 He replied, “Do you not know what these are?”

   “No, my lord,” I said.

 14 So he said, “These are the two who are anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth.”

A Background on The vision of the gold lampstand and the two olive trees

a Fifth of eight visions given to Zechariah
b Referring to the rebuilding of the temple

c An encouraging prophetic word to Zerubbabel

i Zerubbabel was the prince (or Governor) of Judah,  a civic leader in Jerusalem who had the responsibility to finish the rebuilding work 

B God’s specific encouragement to Zerubbabel can be God’s encouragement to you and me as we go about doing what he’s called us to do. Especially verses 6-10
a What has God called you to do?

i Vs. 6 This work will not be accomplished by might or power but by His Spirit

b How impossibly big is the task before you?

i Vs. 7 The size of the task is nothing

ii This mountain will become smaller than a mole hill.  It will become level ground

iii In Matthew 17:20 Jesus said

· I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you."

iv Faith is essential to “Live by the Spirit”
· Faith motivated by God’s extravagant love for you
· Faith to believe God for God sized things

c Vs. 8-9 the one who starts it will finish it

d Vs. 10 Do not despise the day of small beginnings

i Don’t be discouraged by how small things look at the beginning

C This morning I want to focus on verse 6

a Confession: Sometimes I have a difficult time communicating what I perceive in the Spirit
i God is speaks metaphorically or parabolically and I try to put words to the pictures.

ii It’s not always easy
b Sometimes it’s like Zechariah & this angel

i I see the lampstand, the bowl, the seven channel and two trees…

ii However, short of divine revelation I’d have no idea this is the “word of the Lord to Zerubbabel”
c Revelation, interpretation, application
i Seeing the picture is only the first step and the easiest

ii Interpreting it correctly and making the right application require training, experience and wisdom

iii That’s why there were schools of the prophets in the Old Testament

5 Live by the Spirit: on to my Three Points

A Our Mission

B The Rejected Methods

C Our Secret Weapon
II Our Mission

1 To be Light – OK, track with me…
A Genesis 1 

a In the beginning God said “Let there be light”
b With a word, out of nothing God created everything

c By the way… What does he need to create in your life?
B Jesus – concerning himself
a John 8:12 “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life”.
b John 9:5 “While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
c John 12:46 “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.”
C Jesus - concerning us

a Matthew 5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”
D Concerning the church John says…
a Revelation 1:12-13, 20 “I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest… …The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches”.
b And each lampstand had seven branches for seven lights (flames) for the seven Spirits of God
c The Seven Spirits of God are referenced in…
i Revelation 1:4, 3:1, 4:5 and 5:6
d The Seven Spirits of God are listed in Isaiah 11:2
i The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him
   the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
   the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
   the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD
2 Scripture makes it abundantly clear that we are to be light in the darkness – right?
A And that light within us is none other than the Spirit of God
B OK, back to Zechariah 4

a verses: 2-6
2 He asked me, “What do you see?”

   I answered, “I see a solid gold lampstand with a bowl at the top and seven lamps on it, with seven channels to the lamps. 3 Also there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left.”

 4 I asked the angel who talked with me, “What are these, my lord?”

 5 He answered, “Do you not know what these are?”

   “No, my lord,” I replied.

 6 So he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty.

C NIV = Lampstand
a Other translations = candlestick
b Literally a menorah
i a candelabrum with seven branches
D The lampstand is the church

a The seven branches are the seven spirits of God and the oil is the Holy Spirit

b The Holy Spirit is the oil that let’s our light shine
c The Holy Spirit is THE only way to fulfill our mission to be light
III The Rejected methods

1 Not by might nor by power

A Might in Strong’s Concordance
a Might - Chayil (Kai-ill) = the force of men or of means

i Sometimes it means an army, the embodiment of might

ii Sometimes it means wealth

iii Sometimes it means virtue in the ethical sense

iv Sometimes it means virtue in the sense of strength

v Sometimes it means valor

b G. Campbell Morgan’s Westminster Pulpit
i Resources is a better a better word
ii Not translation but better interpretation of intent

B Power in Strong’s Concordance
a Power – Koach (Ko-akh) = substance, wealth or riches

i In G. Campbell Morgan’s Westminster Pulpit he defines power as “Resoluteness”
ii G. Campbell Morgan quote from Westminster Pulpit

· Not by resources, nor by resoluteness. These may be high, pure, mighty; but in so far as they are human they cannot accomplish the work of God in the world. By might and by power, by resources and resoluteness, we may be able to legislate for [ourselves]. . . . we can do much on the human level; but by these things we cannot shine as lights in the world. . . . We are very far from believing that. If 1 were asked today to give what 1 think to be the reason for the comparative failure of the Church of God…, 1 would say that we are terribly in danger of imagining that by our own splendid resources and resoluteness we can accomplish the work.
2 Might and Power refer to human energy and effort. 
A G. Campbell Morgan paraphrases it, “Not by resources, not by resoluteness” 
3 Resources and Resoluteness (might and power) are rejected methods for

A Being Light

B Building the Kingdom of God

C Completing Zerubbabel’s temple

D Fulfilling our callings, accomplishing our purposes or reaching our destinies
4 Jesus rejected the prescribed methods of his day

A John 3:6 “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit”.

a We can not produce a work of the Spirit by the means of the flesh

b Faith is required 

i Being in a place that requires faith is required

c God sized things can not be accomplished without God
B We can choose Might, Power or God’s Spirit

a Only one will help us fulfill our God give mission
5 Sometimes this is very hard for me

A The past few years have changed me

B I use to liked my boxes

a My established order, my structures and expectations

b The old way required less faith and I looked better

c This way requires more faith and I risk looking real bad!

i John Wimber said that faith was spelt RISK

C The way of faith can look like foolishness to the world

a 1 Corinthians 1:25

i For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

D His ways are not our ways
IV The Secret Weapon
1 “… but by my Spirit say the Lord Almighty”

A The Holy Spirit is the Secret Weapon

a The Spirit that raised Christ from the dead

b The Spirit the Father & Jesus promised us
c The Spirit that dwells within us

B More powerful than we can imagine

a What I eluded to last week with the dam vision

b I’ve only tasted a trickle but a vast ocean of pure holy power is just on the other side
2 Zech 4:6 - it’s the secret to God accomplishing what He wants to do with us.
A Not by might or power but by the Spirit
3 How? Using the Secret Weapon

A John 15 – abiding in him

a As I tried to communicate last week

B Behold me! Doing a new thing

a Isaiah 43:18-19 was my first peek

b Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland. 

C Will most likely require doing new things new ways
a Can you take that journey?

D May require completely abandoning all human logic, reason and order to walk in the Spirit?

a At the very least our ways naturals ways will have to submit to His supernatural ways
E let’s pray

