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Into
· Open bibles or bible apps to Matthew 12

· I thought my series on The Powerless Place was complete
· I have one more message to add

· In the last 8 messages, we looked at some powerful verses from scripture, for example:
· 2 Corinthians 12:9 
· “My Grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
· Matthew 11:28-30
· [bookmark: _Hlk493149395]“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
· Psalm 23:4
·  “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”

· [bookmark: _Hlk493149190]Today I’m not going to teach you
· I’m going to simply share from my heart
· Read and pray: Matthew 12:15-21
· Jesus had just healed a man’s shriveled hand on the sabbath and as a result the Pharisees plotted to kill him.

15 Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. A large crowd followed him, and he healed all who were ill. 16 He warned them not to tell others about him. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:
[bookmark: _Hlk493145713]18 “Here is my servant whom I have chosen,
    the one I love, in whom I delight;
I will put my Spirit on him,
    and he will proclaim justice to the nations.
19 He will not quarrel or cry out;
    no one will hear his voice in the streets.
20 A bruised reed he will not break,
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out,
till he has brought justice through to victory.
21     In his name the nations will put their hope.”

· [bookmark: _Hlk493148951]In verses 15-21 Matthew’s gospel is quoting the prophet Isaiah 
· Chapter 42
· Here we have the Father, through the Holy Spirit describing the Son
· This is how the Passion Translation says it:
He will decree justice to the nations. 
He will not quarrel or be found yelling in public. 
He won’t brush aside the bruised and broken. 
He will be gentle with the weak and feeble. 
Until his victory releases justice. 
And the fame of his name will birth hope among the people.

· This morning I am in the Powerless Place
· I am a bruised reed and smoldering wick
· I am among the bruised and broken
· The weak and feeble
· My youngest brother died
· Rick was only 54

Ricky
· On Monday, September 4th I got a call from my other brother, Robert
· It was early morning and he called my cell, both unusual
· As soon as I took the call and heard his voice, I knew something was wrong
· I assumed my father had passed
· I asked Robert if everything was ok and he said no
· I asked if it was dad and he said no
· He said Rick died
· And it was like getting hit by a 2x4
· So incredibly unexpected

· Rick had been visiting friends out of state for the holiday weekend
· So, an autopsy would be required to get him back home to New York
· The next 36 hours we waited for answers
· Eventually we would learn that he died of an aortic aneurism 
· He died instantly

· We do have a history of heart disease in our family
· But Rick was far and away the healthiest of the kids
· He’s even had a cardiac exam two month earlier
· And he passed with flying colors
· All of this adds to the shock and disbelief
· Rick leaves behind a wife and two handicapped adult children
· His wife needs our prayers

Uncle Bob
· I was raised in an Italian, Catholic, New York Family
· My uncle is a Catholic priest
· Over the years, Uncle Bob, handled all the religious family events
· Baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and funerals
· Last February, when Uncle Bob couldn’t make it, I filled in for my other uncle’s funeral 
· Much to my surprise the family wanted me to play a role in Rick’s funeral
· Uncle Bob and I shared the reasonability
· Some of what I share this morning is what I shared with my family 
I like this Jesus
· I told my family that I like this Jesus described by the Father
· I like the Jesus who doesn’t break bruised reeds
· Who doesn’t snuff out smoldering wicks
· I need that Jesus
· Especially at times like this
· Especially in the Powerless Place
· This Jesus is so very different form the one I was raised to believe in
· The one who expected perfection
· And punished harshly any infraction
· The one who rejected the weak and broken
· All a lie
· In the natural what do we do with bent grass or burnt out wicks?
· We throw them away and replace them with something new
· Not so with our God
· Not so with this Jesus
· And I need this Jesus right now
· So does my family

· I shared with my family the words of Jesus from Matthew 11:28-30
· “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
· I am overwhelmingly weary and burdened with grief
· I need this promised rest
· I told my family that I like THIS Jesus
· I need a gentle Jesus right now
· In this powerless place, I can’t bear anything other than an easy yoke and a light burden
· And get this…
· This is Jesus describing himself
· This is God in the flesh describing himself to humanity
· I’m so grateful that this is the way Jesus describes himself
· Its an enormous comfort
· Especially in the powerless place

· I shared with my family Jesus’s words from Matthew 5:4
· Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
· Every translation I looked at says comforted
· Comfort here is a verb meaning to:
· Come along side, to console, to encourage and strengthen by consolation, and yes, to comfort
· Jesus promises comfort to those in the powerless place
· I like this Jesus
· I need this Jesus to console me in my grief
· To encourage me and strengthen me
· My family needs this Jesus right now
· I desperately need this Jesus 

· Jesus uses the noun for of this very same Greek word “Comfort” in John 14:16 KJV when he says:
· And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever
· And in verse 26 YLT
· and the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and remind you of all things that I said to you.
· God himself comes
· And lives inside of us
· Not as the Harsh Judge and Task Master
· Not as the Divine Cosmic Perfectionist 
· But as the Comforter
· The Holy Spirit
· The third person of the Trinity
· Fully - 100% - Perfectly God
· Along with the Father and Son
· Lives and dwells inside of us
· As the Comforter
· Wow, that’s very good news
· Especially at times like this
· When grief comes in unexpected waves
· Crushing emotional tsunamis 
· The Almighty, All Powerful God of the Universe, comforts us
· God is so much better then we have been lead to believe
· Ours is the God who will never leave or forsake us
· He doesn’t step out or step away from us when times get tough or dark
· He is the light in our darkness
· God is so much better than we know

· This is the God David wrote about in Psalm 34:18
· The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
· The lie of the enemy is either that God caused us to be broken and crushed
· Or that has abandoned us when we are
· The truth is that just the opposite
· The truth is that he is close to us in our pain
· And that He rescues when we are utterly crushed

Ricky and I
· As kids Ricky and I fought as brothers do
· As adults, we had a really good relationship
· Any time I’d visit NY, Rick would make as much time as possible to see me 
· Our phone conversations were always good
· We’d talk about our families
· We’d talk sports, work…
· And life stuff
· I loved my brother
· and I have absolutely no doubt that he loved me
· I only have one regret
· That we would have talked more often
· The conversations we’re always good
· I just thought there would be much more time for them

Encouragements
· Let me leave you with two encouragements today
· One: Don’t wait.
· Call that person you love but haven’t spoken to in a while
· There’s no time like the present
· You’ve got nothing to lose
· And everything to gain
· If they live close enough…
· Spend time together
· Enjoy a meal
· Watch a football game or hockey
· Have fun together
· Make new memories
· I heard John Wimber once say that Love is spelt T.I.M.E.
· Decide to spend the time
· You won’t regret it
· Two: Jesus really does love you
· He is so good and kind and loving
· When you feel powerless…
· When you feel lost and broken and defeated…
· When it feels like you’ve messed up beyond redemption…
· He is near, not far.
· He is right there with you
· Inside you
· He’ll never abandon you
· He will never ever forsake you
· He’s there for just these times

· I love this quote by Phillip Yancey
· "I have come to know a God who has a soft spot for rebels, who recruits people like the adulterer David, the whiner Jeremiah, the traitor Peter, and the human-rights abuser Saul of Tarsus. I have come to know a God whose Son made prodigals the heroes of his stories and the trophies of his ministry.”
· I too have come to know that very same God with just that soft spot for me.

[bookmark: _Hlk493147194]Let’s Pray
· Oh God come and do what you said you would do
· Send the Comforter in our powerlessness
· Comfort us who mourn
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Especailly the Zawacki family today
· Be near to our broken hearts
· And rescue our crushed spirits
· Lord, there are somethings only you can do
· Come and do them now


[bookmark: _Hlk491936224]Ministry Time
· Are you in the powerless place?
· Do you need the comfort of the Holy Spirit?
· Are you broken and bruised?
· Are you weak and feeble?
· God is here for you
· Please come up for prayer at the final song
· Do you have any need at all?
· Please come up for prayer at the final song
