Live Love 7 – Faith
I. Intro

1. Open Bibles to Galatians 5:1-6
2. Live Love Series:
A. Live Love 1: 

a. What Does it Mean to LIVE LOVE?
B. Live Love 2: 

a. The Two Paradigms of Fruitfulness and Relationship in John 15 
C. Live Love 3:

a. Forgiveness

i. George Herbert (Welsh poet & priest 1600’s)

· “He who can not forgive breaks the bridge over which he himself must pass.”

D. Live Love 4:
a. The Dimension of Love
i. “How Wide, Long, High & Deep is God’s Love”

· Ephesians 3

E. Live Love 5:

a. The Objects of Our Affection
i. God & Our Neighbors
ii. Loving with ALL our Hearts, Minds, Soul & Strength.
b. Tom’s Authorized Version

i. Heart: With Complete Passion

ii. Soul: With Your Whole Life

iii. Mind: All Your Ways of Thinking

iv. Strength: Mightily & Forcefully

c. Biblical Examples of loving God & Neighbor

i. King David dancing before the Lord with all his might

ii. The Good Samaritan

F. Last Week: Live Love 6 – Encouragement

a. Hebrews 10:25 “…let us encourage one another”
i. Encourage = “exhorting and comforting and encouraging”
ii. 1 Corinthians 14:3
· “But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.”

b. Israelites lacked the courage they needed to enter the promised land (their destiny)

c. We need courage to enter our destinies
i. We can be a source of courage to one another

· Encouragement = in-courage

· Encouragement is a practical way they we can LIVE LOVE with one another.

d. All sermons free online at www.thebridgelongisland.com
i. If you miss a Sunday or if you want to review

3. Today: Live Love 7 – Faith
A. Context
B. What is Fath?
C. Connection between Faith & Love
4. Read & Pray: Galatians 5:1-6
A. 1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5 But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
B. The only thing that counts?

a. Anywhere that St Paul uses the phrase “The only thing that counts” we need to pay attention

b. Let’s look more closely at what it means to express our faith through love.

c. What role does faith play as we endeavor to become a people who LIVE LOVE?

II. Context of Verse

1. Author – Paul the Apostle
2. Galatia was a congregation Paul established while on his first missionary journey

3. Most scholars believe it was written between 48 – 52 AD

4. Reason the letter was written

A. False teachers, called Judaizers, were harassing the Christians in Galatia. They were insisting that the Gentile Christians must be circumcised and abide by the ceremonial laws as given by Moses to be saved. Faith in Jesus alone was not enough to save the Gentile Christians. They must add their own works of the law to be saved.

B. From the beginning religious people have been trying to rob the freedom Christ has won for us

a. We continue to resist this corruption of The True Gospel to this day

C. To this end Paul writes – 

a. Verse 1 – “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery”
b. Verse 6 – “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.”
III. So, What is Faith?

1. Pistis

A. A verb meaning the action or activity of faith – “faithing” as Gene Scott would say

a. To hide beneath the shelter of a rock

b. To lean upon a staff

i. Allowing your weight to rest on that staff

ii. Proverbs 3:5-6

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart 
       and lean not on your own understanding;

 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, 
       and he will make your paths straight.

· Faith = trusting (leaning) not on your own understanding but on His

2. ABC’s of faith

A. Action

B. Belief

C. Confidence

a. Faith is an ACTION based upon a BELIEF sustained by CONFIDENCE

D. Think Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade

a. Bridge with optical illusion – step of faith

3. John Wimber

A. Faith is spelt R I S K
a. Faith is taking a chance
4. In the context of Galatians 5 Faith is…

A. The opposite of legalism and the religious traditions of men

B. Freedom

a. Taking risky actions of freedom – through love
IV. Connection Between Faith & Love

1. Galatians 5:6

2. KJV 

A. “6For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.
B. Worketh = energeō
3. Amplified defines energeō very well

A. “6For [if we are] in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith activated and energized and expressed and working through love.”
a. Faith Activated through Love

b. Faith Energized through Love

c. Faith Expressed through Love

d. Faith Working through Love

4. Let me say this one other way 

A. “..The only thing that counts is…
a. Taking risky actions of freedom Activated through Love

b. Taking risky actions of freedom Energized through Love

c. Taking risky actions of freedom Expressed through Love

d. Taking risky actions of freedom Working through Love

5. Now let’s take a look at the word love used here AGAPE

A. Agape represents divine love, an unconditional, self-sacrificing, active, and thoughtful love. 

B. In his book, The Pilgrimage, author Paulo Coelho defines agape as "the love that consumes,"  the highest and purest form of love, one that surpasses all other types of affection

C.  Greek philosophers at the time of Plato and other ancient authors have used forms of the word agape to denote love of a spouse or family, or affection for a particular activity.

a. In contrast to philia—an affection that could denote either brotherhood or generally non-sexual affection. 
b. And eros, an affection of a sexual nature. The term agape is rarely used in ancient manuscripts, 

D. Agape was used by early Christians to refer to the self-sacrificing love of God for mankind.

a. That’s the love we are committed to reciprocating and practicing towards God and among one another

E. 1 John 4 says "God is love," the Greek word uses the word agapao. 

a. Agape is God’s love
F. Maybe C.S. Lewis said it best
a. In his book The Four Loves, Lewis describes agape as the highest level of love known to humanity—a selfless love, a love that was passionately committed to the well-being of the other.
6. OK now track with me…

A. We can therefore read Galatians 5:6 as

a. Taking risky actions of freedom Activated through God’s all consuming, self sacrificing, passionately committed Love

b. Taking risky actions of freedom Energized God’s all consuming, self sacrificing, passionately committed through Love

c. Taking risky actions of freedom Expressed through God’s all consuming, self sacrificing, passionately committed Love

d. Taking risky actions of freedom Working through God’s all consuming, self sacrificing, passionately committed Love

i. Now that’s LIVING LOVE

ii. And Galatians 5:6 says that It’s the only thing that counts

7. What does that look like?

A. It looks like Freedom

B. Listen and Obey

a. God what are you doing?

b. Then going out and doing that thing.

C. Venturing outside the conventional church box

D. Going when He says go

E. Following the cloud when it moves
F. It could mean…

a. Bubbles

b. Dance

c. New types of music

d. New expressions of worship, creativity, the arts

e. New ways of out reach and evangelism

f. It means loving others – no strings attached

g. New ways of doing church.

h. Agreeing that his ways are not our ways they are higher and we choose them over our ways

i. Embracing change

j. Being new wine skins ready for new wine

k. Let’s pray

V. Ministry Time
A. Look for 5 women with large breasts – they are the ministry team
B. They have the nurturing qualities needed today

C. Call them out  and invite them up

2. Ask who has need

A. To be loved

B. To be free

C. To be healed
