The McDonalite Revival

Intro
· Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 1:26-29
· I’m currently in between preaching series
· And I’m taking this time to share some “one-of” messages
· The past few weeks I’ve shared messages on
· Pentecost
· Ezekiel and the Valley of Dry Bone
· And last Sunday I addressed the age old question:
· What Do Bad Things Happen?
· This morning I want to take a look at small piece of Island History
· The McDonaldite Revival
· Read and Pray: 1 Corinthians 1:26-29

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things - and the things that are not - to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him.
· Those were the verses I used when I was ordained a Vineyard Pastor
· They describe me oh so well.

There’s a cheesy old Christian cliché that says…
· “God don’t doesn’t call the qualified, he qualifies the called.”
· As cheesy as it sounds, it’s absolutely true
· The bible is replete with examples of broken people called of God:
· Noah drank too much
· Abraham was too old
· Joseph was abused and a convict
· Moses was a murderer and a fugitive
· Gideon was hiding and afraid
· Samson was arrogant, rebellious and angry
· Rahab was a prostitute
· Jeremiah was too young and inexperienced
· David was an adulterer and a murder
· Elijah was suicidal
· Isaiah preached naked
· Jonah was angry at God and ran from him
· Naomi was a widow
· Job went bankrupt
· John the Baptist ate bugs for God’s sake!
· Peter denied even knowing Christ
· All the disciples, not only fell asleep when Jesus asked them to pray - they abandoned Jesus at his greatest hour of need.
· Martha worried about everything
· The Samaritan woman had five husbands and was living with a sixth man
· Mary Magdalene was demon-possessed
· Zacchaeus was too small
· Timothy had health issues
· Oh and Paul, the author of the verses I just read…
· He was traveling around killing Christians when God called him!
· The namesake of the McDonalite Revival would fit nicely onto this roster of misfits and broken toys.

The Reverend Donald McDonald
· The Reverend Donald McDonald was an alcoholic preacher who was running away from his multiple failures when he arrived here on Prince Edward Island in 1826

· I did a bit of research this past week and this is what I found:
· Donald McDonald was born in Perthshire, Scotland in 1783
· He grew up the son of a poor fruit farmer
· In 1808 he enrolled at University
· He worked his way through school as a farmer and teacher until he graduated from The University of St. Andrew’s in 1816
· Later that same year he was ordained a missionary in the Church of Scotland
· Little is known of McDonald’s life at this point other than he developed a drinking problem
· His drinking became so bad, and his reputation so tarnished that he left Scotland for North America. 
· Escaped is a better word.
· He arrived on Cape Breton Island in 1824 with a letter claiming that he was in “good standing” as a minister in the Church of Scotland. 
· Whether he actually was in good standing or not seems up for debate based upon my research.

· Old habits die hard
· Even if you cross the ocean to run away and make a new start
· On this side of the pond McDonald became known for his frequent drunkenness. 
· It appears he liked to drink with Roman Catholic Scots who had settled on Cape Breton Island
· Within two years he’d worn out his welcome, squandered his ministry opportunities on Cape Breton Island and escaped to PEI
· As one writer put it:
· “After two years in which his cup was always full his ministry on Cape Breton Island had run dry. He then left Cape Breton for Prince Edward Island.”

· After his arrival on the Island McDonald attempted an itinerant ministry among the Island Scots
· Those scattered members of the Scottish Kirk who had settled here
· But it didn’t last long
· McDonald was a deeply troubled man
· The drinking and whatever pain he was self medicating was destroying him
· He was depressed, deeply distressed and significantly concern over the state of his own spiritual condition.
· By 1828 McDonald had quit preaching and was working odd jobs around the Island to make ends meet.
· At this point, research says, he sunk into a deep depression.
· In this desperate place McDonald, a man of faith, tuned to scripture
· He wrestled with the word
· It seemed to greatly trouble him
· He struggled with guilt, shame, condemnation, conviction, grace and hopelessness.
· Even been there?
· I sure have.

· This went on until one day while staying at a friend’s home on Malpeque Road… McDonald himself said:
· “Being at my wits end I retired to my bedroom and there fell on my knees but had no utterance in prayer, my head seemed as dry as a piece of cork. But thanks be to God I was relieved. My bonds were burst asunder. My soul was brought out of prison. Old things were passed away and all things became new.”
· This is an obvious reference to 2 Corinthians 5:17-19
· Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.
· McDonald was in Christ - a new creation
· The old had somehow supernaturally passed and indeed the new had graciously and lovingly come
· He was a man reconciled with God
· This was THE turning point of McDonald’s life!

· Professor David Weale who wrote his doctrinal theses on the life of Donald McDonald writes:
· Two days after his conversion he was lying awake in bed in the morning when he heard a voice uttering loudly and distinctly, "The time is come!" At first he was troubled by the pronouncement, apparently believing that it signified his end was near. Later, however, he looked back on the incident as the divine announcement of the beginning of his new work, and throughout his entire subsequent career McDonald believed that he was God's specially appointed messenger. "I am," he once proclaimed, "a Trumpet in the hands of another!" It was not long after his conversion in 1828 that this Trumpet of the Lord began to be heard across Prince Edward Island and, judging from the response, it was a clear and compelling note which sounded.
· McDonald heard the clear and loud voice of the Lord
· And that’s when things really got interesting
· When God speaks, things change
· Light comes from darkness
· And life itself comes from death

The Revival
· By 1829 a great revival was in progress and continued to 1830
· Many of the historical characteristics of revival were present
· Fervent Prayer
· Conviction of Sin
· Passionate preaching of the Word
· Repentance and Conviction of Sin
· The birth of new worship songs
· The Powerful Presence of God
· The workings of the Holy Spirit
· And… manifestation 
· Manifestations under the power of the Holy Spirit
· And it was messy!
· Revival always is!
· If you want revival, prepare yourself for messy!


· Many strange things happen in the McDonaldite Revival
· Right here on PEI!
· Right here in Central PEI

· Professor Weale writes that:
· In 1830 a Baptist lay preacher, Samuel McCully, visited the Island and related that there was "extraordinary excitement" among many of the followers of McDonald, especially those who spoke the Gaelic language. He reported:

This man [McDonald] professes to have recently experienced a change of heart and now preaches in very alarming manner. Great numbers attend his preaching; and the effects produced on many are unusual. They are seized with convulsive effects, and their bodies and limbs are distorted in a wonderful manner.
· So, paint a picture in your minds eye
· Just what might that look like?
· Church members that are “extraordinarily excited”
· A minister who now preaches in a “very alarming manner”
· Great numbers attending the meetings
· And…
· Physical manifestations on church people’s bodies described as being:
· seized with convulsive effects, and their bodies and limbs are distorted in a wonderful manner.
· Sounds like my kind of church meeting!

· The Professor continues:
· These strange physical manifestations of piety were referred to as "the work" or "the works," (as in “The Works of the Holy Spirit”) and were to become an accepted part of McDonald's ministry throughout his career. In fact, in subsequent years, McDonald's followers were often referred to derisively as the "kickers" or the "jumpers," and it is unfortunate that while these "works" were only one aspect of the "McDonaldite" faith, they became, in the popular mind, the customary means of identifying the group.
· You know why someone gets called a kicker or a jumper?
· Because they kick or jump!
· We saw similar manifestations here last Summer
· First when John Arrnot visited the Island 
· And later when Randy Clark was here.
· I was there!
· I saw Islanders jumping, shaking and shouting under the power of the Holy Spirit!
· Do it again Lord!!

· And Professor Weale goes on:
· By 1830 approximately 300 persons had experienced "the works," and it is likely that several hundred more might have been affected in this way before the revival ended. And since those who actually underwent a spectacular conversion experience were only a small percentage of those who attended the meetings, it is probably safe to estimate that several thousand persons were influenced by the revival. The population of the entire Island at the time was approximately 30,000.
· That means that a significant percentage of the Island population were directly impacted by the Holy Spirit!

· In his 1983 book "Ravished by The Spirit" G.A. Rawlyk speaking of Baptist revivals in the Maritimes say: 
· "It may be of some interest that in my examination of hundreds of local Baptist revivals in Nova Scotia in in the Post-1830 period, I have yet to find one characterized by what I would describe as emotional excess. There is nothing, for example, to match the barking, speaking in tongues, the "powerful convulsions" which characterized the nineteenth-century McDonaldite revivals on Prince Edward Island. All these phenomena were regarded by Baptist as being "very wild" and to be avoided at all cost."
· Question: just what does a “powerful convulsion” look like?
· God did very strange things right here on PEI
· Right here, in the central part of this Island the Holy Spirit came with power and demonstratively impacted the lives of the people who lived here.
· 165 years before the Toronto Blessing the Holy Spirit visited PEI in the very same way!
· I think we’re LONG over due for more!

· Listen to me
· As your pastor I want you to know that I’ll take it – gladly!
· If God wants to come with power so that people bark, speak in tongues or experience powerfully convulsions under the power of the Holy Spirit…
· I’m in
· I want God
· And I want Him to come anyway he wants to!

· By the time of his death
· McDonald had about 5,000 followers in 12 congregations and a number of smaller preaching stations across the central part of the Island
· These followers became known locally as "The McDonaldites"
· Could you imagine a church of 5000 on PEI today?

· “The Minister” as he was known, became very sick in 1866 
· He recovered enough to attempt one final preaching circuit to all of his congregations and preaching stations. 
· But he only made it as far as Southport, before becoming permanently bed ridden.
· While on his death bed, for the last few months of his life, he received many visitors from around the Island
· What I read said that he would even baptize infants from his bed. 
· Then, finally, on February 21st 1867 at the age of 84 Donald McDonald passed away. 
· His funeral was the largest funeral ever seen on the island up to that point.
· His faithful followers were devastated. 

· It’s reported that during his lifetime, the Rev. Donald McDonald baptized more infants and married more couples than any other minister in Canada and perhaps in the whole of North America. 
· Truly, McDonald was a man with an amazing legacy and a very interesting life.
· He was a much loved Pastor and servant of the Lord.
· His life and ministry left a deep impact on this Island

Application:
· What does this mean for us?
· God can use us too
· If God can work through Paul and David and Moses
· As messed up as they were…
· Then he can work through you.
· If God can use a washed up, drunkin’ Scottish preacher from away like Donald McDonald, he can use some stupid kid from Brooklyn

· My message to you this morning is this:
· No matter where your journey has taken you
· No matter where you’ve been or what you’ve done
· No matter how badly you’ve messed up
· Or how many times
· You are NOT disqualified!

· Our God is a reconciler 
· He makes old things new
· He makes us new!
· The Life of Donald McDonald is clear evidence of that truth

· So, let me go back to this morning’s main verse: 
· 1 Corinthians 1:26-29
· Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things - and the things that are not - to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him.
· Do you feel foolish, weak, lowly or despised?
· Do you feel like a nothing?
· Then YOU are EXACTLY who God would call!
· For each of you here, God has a call on your life
· A purpose greater than yourself
· And I want to pray into that this morning

· I believe that the wind of God can and will blow again on PEI
· I believe that the Ruwach of God – The Spirit of God can and will blow again, right here on PEI

· I once heard Bobby Conner say:
· If not you, who? If not here, where? If not now, when?
· Why not us? Why not here? Why not now?
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· God’s not finished with PEI
· God’s not finished with me!
· And God is absolutely NOT finished with you!
· Let’s stand together and cry out for more!!
· More Lord!

· Please stand and pray with me as I prophesy over PEI
· Prophesy the wind of God
· Prophesy the Ruwach of God
· Prophecy the Presence of God Almighty
· Prophecy revival
· Lord we are the foolish, the weak, the lowly and the despised.
· Speak over us
· Speak over the Charlottetown Vineyard Lord
· Speak your call over each of our lives this morning
· Speak what is not as though it is
· Out of our nothing create everything
· By the power of your spoken word!

· Worship team come up
· If you need prayer for anything this morning…
· Please come forward as we sing a final song
