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Prayer for God’s empowerment is the critical component of evangelism.

I. The “secret weapon” to Paul’s ministry success was his dependence on God.

| urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join
me in my struggle by praying to God for me. (Romans 15:30)

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus... Brothers and sisters, pray for us. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, 25)

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the troubles we experienced in
the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we
despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this happened
that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. He has delivered us from
such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On him we have set our hope that he will
continue to deliver us, as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our
behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many. (2 Corinthians 1:8-
11)

Il. God wants us to depend on Him as we speak on His behalf.

Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the
synagogues. On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to
them and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to
say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit
of your Father speaking through you. (Matthew 10:17-20)

And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you
heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God,
which is indeed at work in you who believe. (1 Thessalonians 2:13)

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them. (Acts 2:4)

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both
Lord and Messiah.”

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles,
“Brothers, what shall we do?”



Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you
and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” (Acts
2:36-39)

I11. God wants us to share the wonders of the Gospel with bold confidence.

And this is the confidence that we have before him: that whenever we ask anything according to
his will, he hears us. (1 John 5:14)

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary
men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. (Acts 4:13)

Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this
city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. They did what your power
and will had decided beforehand should happen. Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable
your servants to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and
perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”

After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. (Acts 4:27-31)

Without question, this is the great mystery of our faith: Christ appeared in the flesh and was
shown to be righteous by the Spirit. He was seen by angels and was announced to the nations.
He was believed on in the world and was taken up into heaven. (1 Timothy 3:16 — NLT)

I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in
its fullness— the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now
disclosed to the Lord’s people. To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the
glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. (Colossians 1:25-27)

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may
open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in
chains. Pray that | may proclaim it clearly, as | should. (Colossians 4:2-4)

IV. Doing God’s will does not mean life will be ideal or easy.

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s
sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore

Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)

“But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to
synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all



on account of my name. And so you will bear testimony to me. Everyone will hate you because
of me. (Luke 21:12-13, 17)

V. God desires that we speak the Gospel freely and frankly.

You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not without results. But although we
suffered earlier and were mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had the courage in our God to
declare to you the gospel of God in spite of much opposition. (1 Thessalonians 2:1-2)

As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread
rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. (2 Thessalonians 3:1)

Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about
the kingdom of God. But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly
maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily
in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who
lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. (Acts 19:8-10)

Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a
Christian?”

Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to
me today may become what I am, except for these chains.” (Acts 26:28-29)



