The Gospel of John 19:28-42

Intro
· Open bibles to John 19
· Last week we looked at the Crucifixion of Jesus
· This morning we will finish chapter 19 with a look at Jesus’ death and burial
· Read and Pray: John 19:28-42

Verses 28-30
Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
· Here we have the final moments leading up to Jesus’ death
· Matthew, Mark and Luke offer a few additional details
· Matthew 27:50-53
· And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people.
· Mark 15:37-38
· With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
· Luke 23:44-46
· It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.
· The death of Jesus was a dramatic event
· It altered the destiny of humanity
· And forever changed to relationship between The Creator and His Creation
· Between God and people
· Between our Heavenly Father and His children
· Creation itself reacts
· The earth shook and the sun itself stopped shining!
· Rocks split and tombs broke open!
· And The life giving resurrection power of Christ would soon bring life to the dead bodies occupying those now opened tombs!
· The curtain separating the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place is torn in two – AMAZING!
· From top to bottom
· Not from bottom to top
· From God to man
· Not man to God!
· That veil - which symbolized the separation between God and man is rent completely in two.
· Some research says that this curtain or veil was as much as 60 feet high and 4 inches thick.
· This tearing completely in two from top to bottom could only be accomplished supernaturally!
· It was most assuredly an act of God Almighty!
· For thousands of years he had longed to rend this symbol of separation.
· Even since that fateful day in the garden.
· Accesses to The most holy place is granted!
· The resting place of the ark of the covenant
· A foreshadow of the mercy seat, And symbol of the very throne of God on Earth
· What previously could only be entered with special preparation by the chief priest on only one high holy day a year…
· Is now open to all
· No more ceremony
· No more religious rules
· No more protocol
· There is no protocol between close friends
· My close friends don’t even ring my door bell
· They just walk right in
· They know that have free access to my refrigerator
· And my food is their food.
· My friends, the door to God is open and we are welcomed in!
· Jesus, THE DOOR, has made a way for us to enter in to the very presence of the Triune God!

It is Finished
· So, with his final breath Jesus cries out in a loud voice
· I suspect it’s why he accepted the wine vinegar
· It was just enough to wet his parched lips and dry throat…
· Just enough to allow for that final cry
· It is finished!
· In ancient Greek: tetelestai
· This isn’t a cry of death or defeat
· It’s a shout of victory!
· Tetelestai is the cry of a winner not a loser
· It means accomplished, completed or fulfilled.
· What is finished?
· What is the “it” that is finished?
· The work of the cross
· The eternal purpose of the cross had been completed, fulfilled and accomplished.
· The disease of sin had been cured!
· On the cross Christ became our sin
· He didn’t wear it like a robe
· He became it through and through
· Scripture tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:21 that:
· God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
· Jesus took in his own body the sins of all humanity for all time
· Out of His extravagant love for us Jesus bore in his flesh the cancer of sin
· Because he was the ONLY one in existence who could endure the antidote for that sin
· Jesus took not only the cancer of sin but the antidote as well
· The chemotherapy as well
· The very wrath of God
· A wrath NOT directed at us the objects of God divine affection
· But rather directed at that which was killing those God loves
· The cancer of sin!
· Not you but the disease of sin that was killing you
· As it says in 2 Corinthians 5:19
· God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people's sins against them
· What was finished?
· The cure was complete
· The chemo treatment was finished
· The cancer of sin was destroyed
· And relationship between God and the children he so desperately loves, restored
· The veil was torn in two from top to bottom
· The work of God, not by the works of man.
· This cure for sin was, I believe, the very cup Jesus accepted in the garden of Gethsemane

· Verse 30 tells us that Jesus “bowed his head and gave up His spirit”
· No one took Jesus' life from Him; 
· Not the Scribes, Pharisees or the Chief Priests
· Not Pilate
· Not the Roman Soldiers
· Not even the Father
· Remember what Jesus said in John 10:17-18
· For this reason, the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again. “No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. 
· Death had no hold over Jesus
· It had no hold whatsoever over the sinless Son of God. 
· The ONLY way Jesus could die was by laying his life down.
· Jesus couldn’t die and wouldn’t die unless he chose to give up his spirit
· And that’s exactly what he did out of the enormity of his love for us.
· Jesus gave up His spirit.
· Saint Augustine says of Jesus’ death:
· “He gave up his life because He willed it, when He willed it, and as He willed it.” 

Verses 31-37
Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”
· They did not break Jesus legs … 
· One of the soldiers pierced Jesus side instead
· This was not according to custom. 
· It was customary to break the legs
· Breaking the legs would expedite death
· The victim would suffocate
· Because they could lift or prop themselves up to take a breath 
· In doing this, the soldiers unknowingly fulfilled Messianic prophecy:
· Psalm 34:20
· “He protects all his bones, not one of them will be broken.” And…
· Zechariah 12:10
· “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.
· Yet another sign that God is in control of these events.
· When they pierced Jesus’ side it brought “a sudden flow of blood and water.”
·  I’ve heard it said that this is an indication that Jesus gave every last drop of his blood for us.
· Jesus loved us so much that he gave all
· Let’s finish up chapter 19

Verses 38-42
Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
· Customarily, the bodies of crucified criminals were left on their crosses to rot or be eaten by wild animals. 
· But the Jewish Religious Leaders wanted no such horror displayed during the Passover season
· This was in no way a display of compassion for Jesus or empathy for his family.
· They simply did not want their religious ceremony ruined.
· Additionally, Romans were known to grant the corpses of executed men to friends or relatives for a proper burial.
· Joseph and Nicodemus out of love and respect for Jesus followed the burial customs of that day - the best he could
· Considering that they had very little time because the Sabbath was at hand.
· They put Jesus in a new, unused garden tomb near Calvary
· I think it’s safe to speculate that a rich man like Joseph of Arimethea would probably have had a tomb that was carved into solid rock
· Typically, a tomb like this would have a small entrance 
· and perhaps one or more compartments where bodies were laid out
· After first being somewhat mummified with the spices, ointments, and linen strips.
· Interesting note:
· Customarily, the Jews left these bodies alone for a few years until they decayed down to the bones
· Then the bones were placed in a small stone box known as an ossuary. (os-u-ra-re)
· The ossuary remained in the tomb with the remains of other family members.
· A little more about this type of tomb:
· The door to a tomb like this was typically made of a heavy, circular shaped stone
· It would run in a groove and settled down into a channel
· The reason being -so that it could not be easily moved 
· Moving a stone this size would require several strong men. 
· And that was the point
· This would ensure that no one could disturb the remains.
· Tombs like this were very expensive. 
· It was quite a sacrifice for Joseph of Arimathea to give his up – 
· But then again, Jesus would only use it for a few days!
Final word:
· John 19:42 specifically tells us that Jesus’ tomb was close to the place of Jesus' crucifixion
· This reminds us that the in God's plan, the cross and the power of the resurrection are always permanently and closely connected.
· Where are you today?
· Where are you on your spiritual journey?
· Has this been a good Friday season for you?
· A season of crucifixion?
· Be encouraged
· Better days are coming.
· At the beginning of the year I told you that change was coming
· That we would be entering a change of seasons
· From a spiritual winter season to a spiritual springtime
· I told you that first there would be a shaking and then there would be change
· Change for the better
· First shaking then promotion
· I felt at the time that we would see this around the time that the natural seasons change from winter to spring.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]My friends to quote an old Christian song…
· It may seem like Friday night but Sunday’s on it’s way!
· Let’s close this morning service by standing, and singing and declaring together…
· We will not be shaken!
