The Gospel of John 15:18-27

Intro
· Open bibles to
· Thank you Tom Schultz for filling in for me last week
· We’re working our way through John’s Gospel
· Today we’ll finish up Chapter 15
· Read and Pray John 15:18-27

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father as well. If I had not done among them the works no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’ “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father - the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father - he will testify about me. And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.

· Context
· Remember Jesus is meeting with his closest friends
· This is his last meeting with them before his arrest, torture and crucifixion
· He loves these guys
· They have shared life together every day for the past three years
· He’s sharing with them those things that are most important to his heart
· Last week we saw our daughter for the first time in almost 4 years.
· We had a wonderful visit
· The night before our flights back to PEI Lisa drove us to a hotel near the Vancouver Airport.
· We were catching early flights out the next morning
· After we were checked I walked her to her car.
· Neither of us knew when we’d see each other again
· Our goodbye took time
· I told her the things that were most important to my heart
· That I loved her
· I’m proud of her
· That she’s the apple of my eye
· We didn’t discuss frivolous matters
· And neither is Jesus here in chapter 15

Verses 18-19
· “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.
· When Jesus says:
· “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first
· Who is he talking about?
· Who is “the world” in this statement?
· The Greek word for world here is “kosmos” meaning: 
· The Universe, the world or the inhabitants of the Earth
· But that’s too broad a definition for this context
· The entire inhabitants of the earth didn’t hate Jesus
· Many loved him
· His disciples, Mary, Martha, Lazarus and many others.
· We need an additional qualifier to decipher who this term “the world” refers to.

· Jesus said:
· “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first
· “the world” hated Jesus first.
· Who hated Jesus?
· Was it the Samaritan woman at the well? The one with 5 husbands and living with a man not her husband?
· No, she told her whole town about Jesus and many of them got saved.
· Was it the woman caught in the act of adultery
· No, she loved Jesus he rescued her from being stoned to death.
· Was it the woman who anointed him with oil and wiped his feet with her hair?
· No, he defended her when others mocked and insulted her.
· So, who was it that hated Jesus?
· Well. It was those who have been plotting to kill him
· Obviously, it was the people that wanted him dead
· They hated Jesus with a white hot fiery passion
· Who were they?
· The Chief priests, the Scribes and the Pharisees
· The sinners loved Jesus
· It was the religious professionals that hated him
· So much so they’ve been plotting and scheming to have him sentenced to death with trumped up charges based on false accusations.
· In 9 of the first 10 chapters of John’s Gospel and you’ll see that there is confrontation after confrontation the Pharisees
· Then go to Matthew 23 and read through the:
· Seven Woes on the Teachers of the Law and the Pharisees
· Where Jesus just lets them have it
· Where he calls them among other things…
· Hypocrites
· Children of hell
· Blind guides
· Whitewashed tombs filled with dead men’s bones
· And I quote: “You snakes! You brood of vipers!”
· After that read through the Acts of the Apostles
· Especially chapters 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8
· Peter and John arrested in Chapter 4
· The apostles persecuted in Chapter 5
· Stephen arrested in Chapter 6
· The stoning of Stephen in Chapter 7
· The church persecuted and scattered in Chapter 8
· All at the hands of the Chief Priest, the Scribes, the Pharisees and their followers

· When you look at the whole context
· The full body of evidence found in the New Testament
· Of the life of Christ 
· And the Acts of the Apostles
· It’s crystal clear that those who hated Jesus and who hated his followers were religious people
· The religious professionals of the day
· Those how had invested a lifetime of energy into a particular religious system
· They hated Jesus and his disciples to the point of murder

· Verses 18-19
· “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.
· Followers of Jesus do not belong to their world
· He has chosen us out of that world
· And for that reason they hates us
· Jesus reiterates the point in verse 20
· Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.
· Fortunately, for most of us, we haven’t experienced true persecution
· Some around the world are even now
·  but not us here on PEI
· At least not like Jesus and the Apostles experienced persecution.
· We’ve been mocked, judged, ridiculed and gossiped about
· But no one has plotted our deaths

Verses 21-25
· They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father as well. If I had not done among them the works no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’
· Maybe the old saying “seeing is believing” isn’t true after all?
· Jesus says in verse 24: 
· As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father.
· Could you imagine seeing what they had seen?
· The sick healed
· The blind see
· The lame walk
· The dead raised
· Food multiplied
· Multitudes feed
· To be on that hillside…
· Listening to the Sermon on the Mount
· The Transfiguration
· Walking on water
· The storms calmed
· The Resurrection
· The Ascension into heaven
· Judas saw most all of this and betrayed Jesus
· The Pharisees saw and plotted to kill first Jesus and then his disciples

· In verse 25 Jesus says that: But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’
· This comes from the Psalms
· Psalm 35:19 "Do not let those gloat over me who are my enemies without cause; do not let those who hate me without reason maliciously wink the eye."
· Psalm 109:3 "With words of hatred they surround me; they attack me without cause."
· A religious spirit hates without cause
· Without justification
· My friends, do not underestimate the power of religious spirit
· Look at what it did to the Pharisees
· It’s that same spirit that divides churches to this day
· It’s that same spirit that causes people to:
· Straps bombs to the chest of children
· And flies airplanes into building
· All the while thinking that are serving God.
· It’s madness!

· The religious spirit is the enemy of Freedom
· Freedom is one of the primary reasons Jesus came
· “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19)
· Saint Paul declares it boldly in Galatians 5:1
· “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”
· Stand firm with Christ and against a religious spirit
· And make no mistake
· The freedom Paul is speaking about is freedom from the slavery of religion

· If you think I’m taking this out of context
· That the term “the world” is really referring to the un-churched and not religious people
· Then read on to chapter 16, verse 2 where Jesus warns his disciples that…
· They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a service to God.
· Who is it that would put them out of the Synagogue?
· The religious leaders
· The Chief Priests, The Scribes and the Pharisees
· They are “the world” that hated Jesus and the disciples
· But do not lose heart
· Jesus has sent us help
· The Holy Spirit

Verse 26-27
· “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father - the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father - he will testify about me. And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.
· Jesus has promised and has sent us help
· The Advocate, the Spirit of Truth, the Holy Spirit
· The comforter, the helper, the counselor, the redeemer of the accused, the paraclete…
· No matter what title you give him…
· The Holy Spirit is God alive and active within us.
· We need the Spirit of Truth active in our lives
· Because without Him we too will settle for religion instead of relationship
· We will settle for the trappings without the substance
· We will settle for information without intimacy
· Religion is all about conformity, control and appearances
· The show must go on
· We gotta look good.
· No matter what 
· Relationship with Jesus…
· The life of the Holy Spirit within us…
· It all about freedom and love

· My experience
· This isn’t a scientific study whatsoever
· However, in my experience, the quickest way to reveal a religious spirit is to institute change
· Change something
· Change anything
· Disrupt conformity and appearances
· Mess with people’ sense of control
· And a religious spirit will manifest
· It need not be profound or even theological
· One of the most disruptive things I ever did in a church was rearrange the chairs
· Wow, were people freaked out!
· “I don’t like this; I don’t like this at all!”
· “Where am I going to sit?”
· Here’s the thing with change
· Sometimes it’s man’s idea
· Often it’s God’s
· Jesus was the ultimate change agent
· He radically messed with the religious order of his day – RADICALLY!
· And in the same fashion the Holy Spirit messes with the religious order of our day.
· God spoke through the prophet Isaiah concerning change when he said in Isaiah 43:18-19
· “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”
· Whey would God say forget the former things and not dwell on the past?
· Because we hold on to the past and the comfort of the known former things.
· It’s in our human nature to do so
· God has to announce he’s doing a new thing
· And even with that - question if we can perceive it.
· Often the honest answer is no.
· Philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer (show-pen-how-er) has said and I agree that: 
· "All truth passes through three stages. First, it is ridiculed. Second, it is violently opposed. Third, it is accepted as being self-evident."
· Again and again I have found this to be painfully true

· My friends please listen to me
· The enemy of Christianity today is the same as it was in Jesus’ day.
· It’s not the liberals or the conservatives
· It’s not abortion or homosexuality
· It’s not war
· Or poverty or terrorism
· It’s religion
· It’s choosing form over substance
· It’s settling for the trappings of religion
· It’s being too easily satisfied with church services
· Without going on to intimacy with God
· Saint Paul said it like this to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:1-5
· But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God - having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.
· May we never be content for a “form of godliness”
· Instead let us be “lovers of God”

Let’s pray
· Oh God set us free from religion
· Set us free into relationship with you
· May we never be content with a form of godliness
· Instead make of us lovers of God
· Lord send us the Advocate, the Spirit of truth
· Lead us into all truth

Ministry Time
· Will everyone please stand
· If you have any prayer need this morning please raise your hand
· Please pray for those around you with hands up while I close in a final song
