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Week 2

MYTH-CONCEPTIONS ABOUT HEAVEN AND HELL
Let’s look at a few myth-conceptions about heaven and how someone gets there…

I don’t believe in heaven or hell. People just die.

The rich man and Lazarus – Luke 16:19-31. 

Heaven – mentioned 399 times in Scripture, 225 in the New Testament

From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” (Matthew 4:17)

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. (2 Corinthians 5:1)

My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. (John 14:2-3)

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. (Revelation 21:1-7 read also to the end of the chapter)
Eternal Life – 44 mentions (all in the New Testament)
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in Him.” (John 3:14-15)

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” (John 6:40)

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.” (John 3:36)

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:13)
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes Him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in Himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in Himself. And he has given Him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned.” (John 5:24-29)
“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” (Matthew 25:36)
Hell - 40+ mentions in a variety of ways
Gehenna (Greek) – the valley outside Jerusalem where garbage and excrement was burned.

If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, where
“‘the worms that eat them do not die,
    and the fire is not quenched. (Mark 9:43-48)

Kaminon (Greek) – Fiery furnace
“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them.” (Malachi 4:1)

The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will weed out of His kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 13:41-42)
 
Anguish, Agony, Torment
‘…have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ (Luke 16:24)

They will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest day or night… (Revelation 14:10b-11a)

Everlasting Destruction (ruin/death) and Separation from God
They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His might… (2 Thessalonians 1:9)

Everlasting Blackest Darkness
They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever. (Jude v. 13)

Shame and Everlasting Contempt
Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. (Daniel 9:2)

Everlasting Fire – (no beginning or end, never ceasing)
"Then he will say to those on His left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and His angels.’” (Matthew 25:41)

And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. (Revelation 20:10)

But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” (Revelation 21:8)
According to the Bible, everyone lives forever in one of two places: heaven or hell.
All Roads Lead to God
(This one is actually true - but what will happen when you get there?)
Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from His presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15) 

Balance Scale – doing more good things than bad
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God… (Romans 3:23)

As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one… (Romans 3:10)

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in His sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. (Romans 3:20)

…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness [of sin] (Hebrews 9:22b)

Reincarnation – we die and are re-born until we “get it right”
… man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment (Hebrews 9:27)

Heritage – Belonging to a Christian family or nation
The soul who sins is the one who will die. The son will not share the guilt of the father, nor will the father share the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous man will be credited to him, and the wickedness of the wicked will be charged against him… (Ezekiel 18:20)
…not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. (Romans 9:6b-7a)

Following the Teachings of Jesus – Sermon on the Mount / Golden Rule
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. (James 2:10)

Knowing the Facts about Jesus:
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ (Matthew 7:21-23)

You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder… (James 2:19)

Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, "You are the Son of God." (Mark 3:11)

Attending Church / Participation in Religious Ritual (baptism / communion)
Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation… (Galatians 6:15)

For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time. (1 Timothy 2:5-6)

HOW THEN CAN ONE BE SAVED?
A Conversion (change) must take place
Jesus said: "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again…” (John 3:3)

He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5)

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ… (2 Corinthians 5:17-18)

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. (Ezekiel 36:26)

How does this happen?
For you have been born again…through the living and enduring word of God. (1 Peter 1:23)

· Coming to understand truth recorded in the Scriptures
But how can they call on Him to save them unless they believe in Him? And how can they believe in Him if they have never heard about Him? And how can they hear about Him unless someone tells them? (Romans 10:14 – NLT)

· Impartation of new life by the Living Word through the Holy Spirit 
The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life. (John 6:63)

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. (Romans 8:9)

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. (1 John 5:11-12)

THE MESSAGE – GETTING THE GOSPEL RIGHT

GOD:
He exists 
 …without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek Him. (Hebrews 11:6) 
He created everything
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth… (Genesis 1:1: )(see also John 1:1; Colossians 1:16)

He is loving
For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love… (1 John 4:16)

He is also holy, just and righteous 
But the LORD Almighty will be exalted by His justice, and the holy God will show Himself holy by His righteousness. (Isaiah 5:16)

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness…  (Romans 1:18)

For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed." (Revelation 15:4)

He has standards
Perfection 
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect… (Matthew 5:48)

Holiness
But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy." (1 Peter 1:15-16)(see also Leviticus 11:44,45; 19:2; 20:7)

MAN:
Was created in God’s Image 
So God created man in His own image… (Genesis 1:27)

Man was created good
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good… (Genesis 1:31)

Man was created free to love or rebel
He chose sin by disobeying and thus came under God’s punishment – Genesis 3
That sin caused man to fall and cursed all of mankind – 
Sin separates us from God: 
But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from you, so that he will not hear. (Isaiah 59:2)

God’s holiness and justice demand a penalty for sin
For the wages of sin is death… (Romans 6:23)
Death = Separation. 
Physically: separation of the soul from the body
Spiritually: separation of the soul from God (eventually in hell for punishment)
· While living, in enmity with God 
· Eventually in hell for punishment at death

… all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness. (2 Thessalonians 2:12)

But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. (Romans 2:8)

THE SOLUTION – JESUS CHRIST
God Himself became man in Christ to restore our broken relationship
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth… For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John 1:14,17)

For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross. Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free from accusation (Colossians 1:19-22)

And by [God’s] will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. (Hebrews 10:10)

Jesus never sinned
God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. (Hebrews 4:15)

Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. (Hebrews 7:26)

“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth.” (Isaiah 53:9 & 1 Peter 2:22)

This was God’s loving plan
…[Jesus] gave Himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father (Galatians 1:4)

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8)
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For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures… (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5)

For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through Him you believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and glorified Him, and so your faith and hope are in God. (1 Peter 1:18-21)

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by His wounds you have been healed. (1 Peter 2:24)

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:13-14)

Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13)

There is NO other way
For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time. (1 Timothy 2:5-6)

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved. (Act 4:12)

For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ… (1 Corinthians 3:11)

Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. (John 14:6)

REQUIRED RESPONSE:
Repent
…from that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” (Matthew 4:1)

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord. (Acts 3:19)

In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent… (Acts 17:30)

Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. (Isaiah 55:7)

Has not my hand made all these things, and so they came into being?" declares the LORD. "This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.” (Isaiah 66:2)

But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner’ (Luke 18:13)

Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. (2 Corinthians 7:10)

Believe
Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. (John 3:18)

I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life… (John 6:47)

I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins (John 8:24)

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies…” (John 11:25)

All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through his name… (Acts 10:43)
Through Him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses. (Acts 13:39)

I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes… (Romans 1:16)

This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe… (Romans 3:22)

We accept man's testimony, but God's testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made Him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life (1 John 5:9-12)
(See also John 7:38-39; 10:22-33; 12:37-50; 17:6-26; 20:29 (and most of the rest of John); 1 John 5:1-5) 

Believe What?
· God exists, is loving, holy and just, and has standards.
· Every man and woman (particularly me) has failed to meet those standards (sinned) and is in need of a Savior.
· Jesus Christ, who was and is God in the flesh, lived a sinless life, died on the cross in my place to pay the penalty for my sins and proved it by rising from the dead.
· I need to stop trusting my own righteousness and turn to Jesus for forgiveness.

Receive Christ
Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, he gave the right to become children of God. (John 1:12)

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me… (Revelation 3:20)

…he who receives me receives the one who sent me. (Matthew 10:40b)
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Becoming a Comfortable and Confldent Witness for Christ.




