The Gospel of John 1:4 -13

Introduction
· Last week I began a new series based on the Gospel of John
· We began with verses 1-3 of chapter 1
· Today we’ll take a look at verse 4-13

· Read and Pray: For context’s sake let’s read John 1:1-13
· In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

· 6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

· 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God - 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

Let’s start with John 1:4
· In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 
· The word life is used twice in this short verse
· The Greek word used here is “zoe” meaning:
· In this context the word zoe refers to:
· The absolute fullness of life
· That life which belongs to God.
· In other words "the life principle" 
· Not bios, which is mere biological life. 
· This is referring to the absolute fullness of life

· And this life is the light of men
· Spiritual light as well as natural light. 
· It isn't that the Word "contains" life and light
· He IS life and light.
· So, it’s fair to say that without Jesus
· We are lifeless and we’re in darkness
· Without Jesus we are completely lost.
· Have you ever felt that way?
· Yeah, me too.

Ultimate Reality Is Personal

· God is the ultimate reality
· Think about it
· He’s the original reality
· The first reality
· The real reality
· And that ultimate real reality is alive.
· The original, ultimate, absolute reality is a living person. 
· No force or power made him what he is. 
· He has been what he is forever 
· He just is. 
· In part, that’s what it means to be God.

· God is Life. 
· He is alive. 
· He is a living person. 
· Not a human person. 
· But a divine person. 
· God is Alive – He’s been doing, thinking and feeling for all eternity. 
· As far back as you can go in eternity, there is one changeless reality - life. 
· Divine, personal life. 
· God is the ultimate reality, absolute reality, original reality.
· And He is alive because John 1:4 says that:
· In him was life.


This Means That Life Gave Rise to Matter
· Not the other way around.
· The implication is that physical matter did not give rise to life. 
· Life gave rise to matter. 
· Once there was only life and no matter. 
· Then that personal ultimate life created matter
· And then there was both life and matter.

· Christian verses Atheistic Worldviews
· For the atheists:
· Everything begins with inanimate matter and energy. 
· It’s just there. 
· From their perspective there was nothing there before to make it what it was.
· It was just there.
· Atheists choose to believe that in the beginning was matter and energy. 
· Of course, they don’t know this, they guess. 
· They believe that impersonal matter and impersonal energy are what’s original. 
· Making matter and energy the absolute and the ultimate.

· Then for billions of years
· With no creator, no intelligence, no design, no purpose and no plan 
· There emerges from mindless, lifeless, random matter and energy…
· Not only the amazing complexities of interdependent biological structures
· But also this glorious thing called a living personhood. 
· That’s their account of life.

· For Christians, it’s the other way around: 
· First there was life
· Then there was physical matter and energy. 
· First, there was living personhood. 
· Then there was matter and energy. 
· In the beginning was the Word… and in him was life.

· And there is evidence of this life all around us
· Wherever you turn on this planet and see a living person
· You see beings made in the image of God
· You’re seeing an image of absolute, ultimate, real, original reality.
· The Word, who was with God and was God, and was Life. 
· For that reason you have never met an ordinary human being. 
· There are none. 
· They’re all extraordinary. 
· They’re all amazing.
· Some of us are pretty messed up, but amazing none-the-less.





But What John Really Means Here is Spiritual Life

· Which is why everything we have said so far is not John’s main point when he writes in verse 4: “In him was life” 
· The life John has mainly in view is:
· New life, spiritual life, saving life, the gift of eternal life.
· That’s John main point. 
· The life that we do not have even though we are physically alive.
· After all what is the REAL reality?
· That which is temporal
· Or that which is eternal?
· So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. ~ 2 Corinthians 4:18
· The spiritual realm is the real reality
· And people make fun of me because I see visions, go figure?

· So, How do we get this life beyond the physical life?
· How do we get this unseen, eternal, spiritual life?
· Well, Consider Jesus’ words in John 5:24. 
· “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.” 
· The Greek root word used here for “believes” here is pistis
· And it means faith or, in my humble opinion, more accurately it means “trust”
· Let me explain faith this way

· I call it the ABC’s of faith, faith is…
· An Action
· Based upon a Belief
· Sustained by Confidence
· For example:
· I take the action to walk across the floor based upon the belief that the floor will hold me up sustained by the confidence that it has upheld be before.
· In other words, I trust the floor
· Words like belief and faith are good but not fully adequate when dealing with the ultimate, original life.
· They emphasize intellectual assent, comprehension
· They’re actually better suited for discussion of matter and energy than life, 
· Especially spiritual life with the author of life
· Trust is a better word
· Trust speaks to relationship.
· Trust speaks to the activity of faith – it speaks to “faith-ing”
· The action or activity of faith
· For that reason, in my humble opinion John 5:24 is more accurately read:
·  “…whoever hears my word and trusts him who sent me has eternal life…”

Because Union with Jesus Is Everything

· And union is relational
· Consider 1 John 5:11-12: 
· “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.”
· What does it mean to “have the son” 
· How do you do it if not relationally?
· John 1:4 clearly states that:
· “In him was life”
· So if you have Jesus, have a relationship with Jesus, trust Jesus, you have life. 
· Jesus confirms this in John 10:10: 
· “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
· And expounds on the statement further on in the passage
· 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” ~ John 10:27-30
· So I think it is clear that when John says in John 1:4, 
· “In him was life,” 
· John means spiritual life, eternal life
· If you have the Son, 
· If you have a trusting relationship with Jesus…
· If he is in you and you are in him…
· Life is in you, and you are in life…. 
· You have life forever. 
· Union with Jesus is everything, it’s vital.
· Jesus IS light and life
· With Jesus there is both light and life
· If we are without Jesus, we are without life and we are without life.
· Because Jesus is the only source of both 
· Both light and life

“And that life was the light of all mankind.”

· Why does John say in John 1:4, “and that life was the light of all mankind.”? 
· New life brings light. 
· New life makes seeing possible. 
· When death is replaced with life, darkness is replaced with light. 
· In John 8:12, Jesus says, 
· “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
· That’s what we are talking about: 
· The light of life - the light that comes with new life. 
· When you trust Jesus, you have life. 
· And when you have life, you have light. 

The Darkness Did Not Grasp the Light

· Now we come to verse 5. 
· “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”
· John is talking about the coming of Jesus into this world. 
· That will be plain in verses 10–11. 

· So Jesus comes into darkness as the light of the world. 
· The light of life has come into the world. 
· And John says, “The darkness has not overcome it.” 
· AMP: “…overpowered it, put it out or absorbed it”
· Message: “…the darkness couldn’t put it out.”
· NLT: “…the darkness can never extinguish it.”
· The Greek here means to “lay hold of, possess.”
· The darkness couldn’t snatch it away.
· Remember what I just read in John 10:28-29?
· 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.
· This communicates well this concept that darkness cannot overcome light

· Light always overcomes darkness, always.
· Walk into a dark room and turn on the light
· There’s no battle, no struggle, no tug-of-war, darkness just flees
· 1 John 4:4 is true
· “…the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”
· The Word who was in the beginning
· The Word who was with God and is God
· The Word made everything
· The Word who is both Light and Life
· That Word, which shines in darkness and absolutely overcomes it
· THAT very Word lives in YOU!
· And it is greater than the one who is in the world

So, How Does the Light Triumph?

· What does God do to keep the darkness from overcoming the light? 
· How does the light triumph in a world of darkness?

· Let’s move on to verses 9-13
· 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God - 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
· (I haven’t forgotten verses 6-8, probably look at them next week)
· Light was given to all
· Some received it, some did not
· How can they not know him?
· How can they be in the light and not know it?
· They’re blind
· They have eyes but cannot see
· It reveals just how far humanity has fallen away
· Though we have both free will and the right to choose
· And even the ability to choose independence from God
· The purposes of God are not thwarted
· As I told you at the end of last week’s message
· Ephesians 1:4-5
· 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will…”
· Those who receive it / believed it / put their trust in God are family
· Sons, daughters, adopted 
· That’s Relationship
· How does light overcome darkness?
· It overcomes it relationally
· I remember as a small boy my grandmother use to tell me:
· “The best way to destroy your enemy is to make him your friend.”
· This is what God has done for us in Christ Jesus

Listen to verses 12-13 from the Message

· But whoever did want him,
    who believed he was who he claimed
    and would do what he said,
He made to be their true selves,
    their child-of-God selves.
These are the God-begotten,
    not blood-begotten,
    not flesh-begotten,
    not sex-begotten.
· They wanted him
· They believed – or trusted him
· And as a result they are born of God
· God is their Father and they/we are his sons and daughters
· Here, John reminds us of the nature of the new birth: 
· It is God's sovereign gift to man
· Not man's achievement.
· Ephesians 2:8-9
· For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
· Faith here is that same word pistis
· By grace we have been saved through trust.

Ministry Time
· Let’s Pray
· Is there anyone here who has never chosen a relationship with God?
· God has already chosen you, will you accept his offer of life?
· Would you like to do that today?
· Let’s pray


