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Into
· Open bibles or bible apps to 1 Corinthians 13

· What began as a one-of message has evolved into a series of messages titled: “The Powerless Place”
· In TPP 1 we looked at 2 Corinthians 12:9 
·  “My Grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
· In TPP 2 we examined the concept of the Dark Night of the Soul and Mark 14:35-36
· Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.”
· In TPP 3 we took a closer look at Jesus’ kind and merciful words from Matthew 11:28-30
· “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
· In TPP 4 we look at David’s call and anointing to be King from 1 Samuel 16
· Specifically verse 7b where God says to the prophet Samuel:
· The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
· In TPP 5 we looked at the words of Jesus from John 12:24-25
· Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
· In TPP 6 we continued the series by looking at Psalm 23
· Specifically verse 4
· “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”
· In TPP 7 we’ll talk a look at Paul’s words to the philosophers of Athens
· Specifically interested in Acts 17:26
· From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands.
· Sometimes in the powerless place we feel lost
· And I told you that
· God is with you
· He knows where you are
· And, even if it feels that way…
· You are not lost
· I also encouraged with this truth
· if God knows your where and when… 
· He also knows your what, your why and your how.

· Today I will complete this series with a look at practical ways out of the Powerless place
· I want to offer you three practical tips on the way out of the powerless place
· Let’s begin with a few popular verses
· Read and pray: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, 13

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails… And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
· Now these three “remain”
· Remain means to tarry, to dwell, to abide
· It means to NOT depart
· They are continually present with us
· They last, they endure, the survive
· And they do NOT perish
· These three stay with us!
· Let’s take a closer look at the remaining three and see if they offer us clues for ways out of the powerless place.

Trust
· Pistis
· When you read faith, believe or belief - think trust
· It most accurately communicates the biblical meaning of the word Pistis in today’s culture
· The concept communicated isn’t intellectual agreement
· What we’re talking about here is relational trust
· Faith is a verb
· We could say “faithing”, the action or activity of faith
· The ABC’s of Pistis faithing:
· It’s an: Action based upon a belief sustained by confidence
· In other words, trust
· I trust the floor to hold me up
· So, lets look at a great “trust” verse

· Proverbs 3:5-6
· [bookmark: _Hlk492020604]Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.
· We are looking for a straight path out of the powerless place
· Out of the valley of the shadow of death
· Out of the wilderness and the dark night of the soul
· Proverbs 3:5-6 offers directions
· Trust in the Lord with all your heart
· Easier said then done
· But oh so important if we want to find our way out of the powerless place
· A critical key to actually trusting God this way is…
· Lean not on your own understanding
· All our lives we’re conditioned to rely on our own understand
· The way of the Kingdom is vastly different
· His ways are not our ways
· And when our understanding conflicts to contradicts trusting God…
· We need to choose
· I say choose God
· In all your ways submit to Him
· Yield your way to his way
· Submit and surrender to his will and his way
· They are higher and better
· Practice this and you’ll begin to see light at the end of the dark night tunnel, for…
· and he will make your paths straight.
· John Paul Jackson use to say that in the absence of prophetic revelation, go with the wisdom you have.
· Without insight from scripture, a dream, a vision, a prophetic word… go with the wisdom you’ve been bless with
· But when you have a word from the Lord
· When you have promise from Him
· Trust him and follow  where he leads

Hope
· Elpis (el-peace)
· Meaning: joyful and confident expectation of something good.
· There is a path to hope
· It’s not an easy path
· Listen to Paul’s words from Romans 5

· Romans 5:1-3
· Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 
· Ok, that’s all of us
· The followers of Jesus
· The ones who have been justified by faith
· Us who have gained this grace

· Romans 5:4-5
· This is the path to hope
· [bookmark: _Hlk491942700]Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
· suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope
· Sometimes the path to hope is hard
· We persevere in suffering 
· And the character produced gives way to hope
· Some of us are on the hard path to hope
· Do you know what this means?
· It simply means this:
· Don’t quit
· Don’t give up
· Hang in there
· One day at a time
· Hourly, if need be
· Remembering that His mercies are new every morning
· Each day is a new beginning
· Instead…
· Get prayer
· Cry on a friend’s shoulder
· Worship
· Until the embers of hope are fanned into flame once again

· Romans 15:13
· I have this verse printed and posted in my study:
· [bookmark: _Hlk491943361]May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
· There’s a connection between hope and trust
· Trust leads to hope
· I’d like to “overflow with hope”
· How about you?
· Please listen to me…
· The pathway to hope is to trust God in the darkness

Love
· Agape
· And the greatest of these is agape
· The highest caliber and quality of love
· God’s love
· Love is the answer
· Love is always the answer
· “When you’re not sure what to do, choose love, it never fails.”

· Mark 12:28-31
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
· When asked what was most important, Jesus answered love
· Love God
· Love People
· Love God with all you’ve got
· Heart, mind, soul and strength
· Jesus said it was…
· “The most important one,”

· Look, sometimes in the powerless place we just don’t know what to do
· If that’s the case, go back to the very basics
· Just love
· Even if your “all” is very little…
· Love with it
· Love God as best you can
· And just love the next person in front of you
· It need not be grand or majestic or complicated 
· Just love - simply love 
· Sometimes when we do the most important things
· Other things seem to find their places

Grace
· Sounds great Tom by how? 
· I feel like I’m dying right now!
· How do I trust, hope and love again?
· Grace
· Only by grace
· Only by God’s Super Abundant Grace
· Romans 5:20b
· “But where sin increased, grace increased all the more.”
· Do you know what it means to sin? It means:
· To miss the mark
· To make mistakes
· To wander from the path
· To go the wrong way
· To wander from God
· Sounds like the powerless place to me
· Have no fear…
· Greek Scholar Kenneth Wuest translates Romans 5:20b as:
· [bookmark: _Hlk492022032]“Where sin existed in abundance, grace was in super abundance, and some more added on top of that.”
· Superabundant grace and then some is ours
· No matter how powerless your place
· No matter how dark your night
· No matter how barren your wilderness
· God’s grace is greater
· His grace is SUPERABUNDANT!
· and some more added on top

· There absolutely IS grace for you
· Grace enough to actually…
· Trust in God again
· Have Hope in God again
· To Love God again

· As God said to Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:9
· “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
· There is superabundant grace for you to trust, hope and love again
· The is superabundant grace to lead you out of the powerless place
· Let’s go now to the source of that amazing grace
· Let’s pray

Let’s Pray
· Oh God we NEED that superabundant grace right now
· Give it to us so that we might trust, hope and love again

· Give is all the grace we need that we might finally exit the powerless place
· Come and do what only you can do
· Give us that grace
· Put the very capacity to trust you in us

· Bestow on us and plant deep inside of us Divine hope
· Oh that we would risk to hope again in your promises
· Your word says that hope deferred makes the heart sick,
· Heal our sick hearts, Oh God

· Your word also says that we love because you first loved us
· You who are love, remind us you’re your great and lavish love for us
· Touch our hearts again with your unfailing love
· Grace us with your love
· So that we might love you in return

· Guys, it truly is all about relationship
· Love and trust are the essence of relationship
· It’s really no surprise that the way out of the Powerless Place is relational
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· I want to pray Romans 15:13 over us today
· God of all hope fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in you, so that we may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk491936224]Ministry Time
· Are you in the powerless place?
· Do you need help out?
· Do you need that superabundant grace to trust God again, to hope again to love again?
· Then please come up for prayer at the final song
· Do you have any need at all?
· Please come up for prayer at the final song
