The Beatitudes 8 - 2011

I Intro
1 Open Bibles to Matthew 5

2 Continuing series on the Beatitudes
A. I view the Beatitudes as a priceless gem from the scriptures
a.  I’m looking at it from one facet
b.  I encourage you to study it for yourself and see what facets you discover
B. I view the Beatitudes as representing the characteristics of kingdom citizens.
a.  This series has looked at the characteristics of Kingdom Citizens as described in the Beatitudes

3 From the first seven beatitudes we’ve discovered that…
A. Kingdom Citizens are characterized by
a.  Being Poor in Spirit – they’re Humble
b.  Being Mournful – they’re Broken
c.  Being Meek – they’re Submissive
d.  Hunger & Thirst for Righteous – They Passionately Desire Eternity
e.  Being Merciful – They’re Actively Compassionate
f.  Being Pure in Heart – Their mind, will and emotions are clean, undivided, uncorrupted and without mixture
g.  Being Peacemakers – They’re willing do what needs to be done to bring about safety, security and harmony
B. To us belongs…
a.  The Kingdom of Heaven
b.  And the Comfort of God
c.  We will inherit the Earth
d.  Satisfaction
e.  Compassion
f.  They Behold God
g.  Son-ship

4 Last Week: The 7th Beatitude “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.”
A. This is the only time that the word peacemaker is used in scripture
a.  Constructed of two Greek words
i Peace: as in harmony, accord, security, safety and prosperity
ii And Make: as in to produce or to “make it happen”
b.  Vincent’s word studies in the New Testament made a point that a peacemaker is NOT a pacifist
i NOT a compromising, passive, conflict avoiding, peace at all cost type of person
ii Avoidance of war does not make peace.
iii Peace-making is not appeasement.
B. Jesus is our example.
a.  He had multiple conflicts with the Pharisees.
b.  Jesus had conflict with the corrupted religious system of his day
c.  Jesus was a peacemaker when he was driving money changers out.
i Hey, there ARE things that are mutually exclusive to peace.
ii And the only way to peace is to drive them out
iii Sometimes force is necessary.
iv Sometimes a peacemaker is a warrior
· Peace is achieved by overcoming the enemy
C. You can never have peaceful co-existence with sin, evil or a religious spirit
D. A peace maker will do what’s right not what’s easy
a.  Jesus, the Prince of Peace did whatever it took to make peace between God and man
i The Cross was not a passive act
ii It was a passionate act of the utmost love and courage!
b.  Being sons of God means that we too will do whatever it takes to bring about safety, security and harmony
E. Sermons are available free on our church website

5 Today, my final message in this series:  The 8th Beatitude:” Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

6 Read & Pray:
A. 1 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them saying: 
 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
      for they will be comforted. 
 5 Blessed are the meek, 
      for they will inherit the earth. 
 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
      for they will be filled. 
 7 Blessed are the merciful, 
      for they will be shown mercy. 
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
      for they will see God. 
 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
      for they will be called sons of God. 
 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

II The 8th Beatitude: Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
1 What does it mean to be a persecuted because of righteousness?
A. In verses 11 & 12 Jesus expounds on verse 10 by saying:
a.  That we’re blessed when:
i People insult us
ii People persecute us
iii People falsely say all kinds of evil against us
· Have you ever been so blessed?
· I have too…
b.  We’re to rejoice and be glad because:
i Great is our reward in heaven
ii The prophets before us experienced the same thing

2 Let’s take a closer look at this final beatitude by asking and answering four questions
A. What does it mean to be persecuted?
B. How can persecution be a blessing?
C. Why should we rejoice and be glad?
D. What is our great reward?

III The Four Questions
1 What does it mean to be persecuted?
A. Dictionary.com defines persecute as
a.  “To pursue with harassing or oppressive treatment, especially because of religion, race, or beliefs; to harass persistently.”
B. Strong’s Concordance defines persecution as
a.  to pursue in a hostile manner
b.  to harass, trouble or molest
c.  to be mistreated
C. And we know it includes insults and false accusations because Jesus said so
a.  Insult - meaning a rude expression intended to offend or hurt;
b.  False accusations - to deceptively charge someone with a fault, offense, or crime
i Falsely say all kinds of evil against you

D. In verse 12 Jesus says “…for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
a.  How were the Old Testament prophets persecuted?
b.  Moses was falsely accused by Korah and 250 well-known community leaders in Numbers 16
c.  Jezebel and Ahab threaten to murder Elijah in 1 Kings 19
d.  Elisha was mocked by some young men in 2 Kings 2
i It cost them their lives
e.  Traditions says that the prophet Isaiah was sawn in two
f.  Jeremiah was falsely accused, beaten and imprisoned in Jeremiah 37.
g.  Zechariah was stoned to death in the courtyard of the Lord's temple by order of the King in 2 Chronicles 24
h.  Stephen’s speech before the Sanhedrin – Acts 7
i "You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute?” 
i.  The Writer of Hebrews 11:32-38
i And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35 Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. 37 They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated - 38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

E. What about us?
a.  Though we have never had to endue torture we have been insulted and falsely accused
b.  I’ve endued both, mostly from other Christians
i Sometimes for dreams, visions and the prophetic
ii Sometimes for my desire to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit 
iii Often for simply choosing to go outside the box
c.  Persecution is in the nature of a religious spirit
i The old way always attacks the new way
ii A religious spirit will often attack change
F. So, what DOES it mean to be persecuted?
a.  I’ve said all that to say this…
i Persecution means that we’re treated wrong for doing right

2 How can persecution be a blessing?
A. Why are you being persecuted?
a.  Righteousness or Religiousness
i Religion
· Is it persecution or are you reaping for what you’ve sown?
· Sometimes it’s just payback for being a jerk
· My old shot gun method of evangelism
· It wasn’t persecution when they rejected me
· It was common sense
· I got what I deserved, I reaped for what I had sown
. I was unkind, rude, self righteous, arrogant and prideful
ii Righteousness
· You’re doing right things right
· You’re doing the right thing the right way
· You’re doing what God wants you to do how He wants you to do it 
· And you’re getting slammed
· Here’s where blessing comes in
B. I’ve heard it said that…
a.  Small battles, small victories, small men
i Great battles, great victories, great men
· The difference between great men and ordinary men is that great men don’t quit (TZ)
b.  One ton attack justifies God in releasing one ton of anointing
i A ten ton attack justifies ten ton anointing
c.  When we are attacked by men God releases favor with man
i When were attacked by the enemy God releases anointing

3 Why should we rejoice and be glad?
A. Because God is Just
a.  He WILL execute Justice on our behalf – if we ask for it
B. When we are truly persecuted it’s like money in the bank
a.  I’ve been attacked by men (WV & WA)
i And God has granted me extraordinary favor with some amazing people
ii Attack in one location (WV) lead to favor in another place (WA)
b.  I’ve been attacked by the enemy (cancer)
i And I have seen an exponential increase in anointing and supernatural experiences
ii Bob Jones: “There’s nothing wrong with you.  You’ll have  a season of weeping and the you’ll see”
C. Remember this the next time you are persecuted, insulted or falsely accused because of Christ
a.  It’s not easy but consider it a deposit for your future
i Future favor and future anointing

4 What is our great reward?
A. What is your perspective?
a.  Can you look beyond your present circumstances or situation
i Maybe, just maybe it’s not all about you or me?
b.  It’s part of our narcissistic human nature to think that the universe revolves around us
i But it really doesn’t
B. What if we are simply a small cog in a much bigger machine
a.  Hebrews 11:39-40 puts it this way…
i “These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.”
ii What if we are only one leg of a grand cosmic relay race
· We have our unique and special role to play
· We need to fulfill our role so that those after us and those before us can fulfill theirs
· And together we can be made perfect - complete!
· But it is only a part and not the whole
iii What if our part is hidden?
· Does that make it any less significant?
· Not according to the Bible
· 1 Corinthians 12:21-26 “21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.”
· The problems come in when we fight over who get the honor
iv We are all parts of one body
· In this church
· In this city
· In the Church today
· In THE Church throughout time
· From Genesis, to Calvary to this day, until the Second Coming
v What if the sacrifice we make allows other to go on,  go further
· Analogy of soldiers taking a hill
· We honor the sacrifice of theses men and call them heroes
vi Future generations are our inheritance
· They are our great reward
C. Kingdom citizens see the big picture
a.  And we realize that it’s not all about us

IV The Beatitudes…
1 Kingdom Citizens are characterized by
A. Being Poor in Spirit – they’re Humble
B. Being Mournful – they’re Broken
C. Being Meek – they’re Submissive
D. Hunger & Thirst for Righteous – They Passionately Desire Eternity
E. Being Merciful – They’re Actively Compassionate
F. Being Pure in Heart – Their mind, will and emotions are clean, undivided, uncorrupted and without mixture
G. Being Peacemakers – They’re willing do what needs to be done to bring about safety, security and harmony
H. Being Persecuted – They’re treated wrong for doing right

2 To us belongs…
A. The Kingdom of Heaven
B. And the Comfort of God
C. We will inherit the Earth
D. Satisfaction
E. Compassion
F. They Behold God
G. Son-ship
H. An Eternal Inheritance
3 Let’s Pray

V Ministry Time
1 What about you, have…?
A. Have people insulted you?
B. Have you been persecuted? 
a.  Have you been treated wrong for doing right?
C. Have you endured the experienced people falsely saying all kinds of evil against you because of your relationship with Jesus and how you walk out your faith?
a.  Individually and together, as a church we have experienced this.
b.  Let’s address it together this morning in prayer.

2 Pray
A. Express our pain to Papa
B. Forgive… 
a.  Our persecutors
b.  Those who have insulted us
c.  Thos who have falsely accused us
C. Pray blessing on these people
D. Repent for our sins
E. Ask God for justice
a.  Ask blessings to replace curses spoken over us
b.  Justice for what’s been stolen from us
c.  Favor with people for attacks from people
d.  Anointing for attack from enemy
F. Thanksgiving
a.  “Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven”
