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Characteristics of a 
Spirit-Filled Life 

A 11d be 11ot dnwk wit/, 111i11e, 111herei11 is excess; b11t be filled with the Spirit; 
Speaki11g ta yourselves i11 psalms a11d hyn111s a11d spiritual songs, 

sitzgi11g a11d 111aki11g melody i11 your heart to the Lord; 
Givi11g tl,a11ks al111aysfor all thi11gs 11nto God and the Father 

i11 rl,e 11a111e ~f 011r Lord Jes11s Cl,rist; 
S11b111itring yo11rselvcs 011e to a11otltcr in the f ear cf God. 

- Ephesians 5:18-21 

/T11is appendix /,as bem editcdfnm, a tra11srript <f Brother Ha,~i11 s c11c11i11g 111es­
sa,~e gi11e11 1>11 frb nwry 18, 2002, d11rit1,Q Ke1111ctlr Hagi11 Mi11istrics' Wi11ter Bible 

Se111inc1r - Ed. J 

In writi ng to the church :u Ephesus, Paul encouraged the believers 
to ''lie f illed with the Spirit. '' We need to be filled with the Spirit 
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HOW YOU C AN U E LE U UY T H E SP I R I T OF GOD 

if wt>'re to bt k·cl by Him. Bur 111,111y C: hri~tians have been confused 

Jbout what il 11w:in, tn be fi lled with the Spi rit. T his confusion comes 

from J mi,undcr,tanding of wh:it the Scriptures tel l us about the 

hl'i il'wr" .1t Ephc,u, . 

Acts cluptcr I CJ tel15 us thL· believers in the church at Ephesus had 

.1lrt>.1Jy bl'en fiJled with Spirit. 

ACTS 19:1-2,6 

1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at 

Corinth , Paul having passed through the upper coasts 
came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 

2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy 

Ghost since ye bel ieved? And they said unto him, 
We have not so much as heard whether there be any 

Holy Ghost . 

6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, THE 
HOLY GHOST CAME ON THEM; and they spake 

with tongues, and prophesied. 

If the believers in Ephesus had already been filled with the Holy 

Ghost, why would Paul encourage them to be filled with the Spirit 

in th t fifth chapter of Ephesians? The answer lies in the Greek word 

fo r j illl'd. Cn:ek scholars tell us the word translated fi lled in Ephe­

'l i.1m cluptcr S 11H::11J1, ' ' ;i continuous :1ctio11.'' So Paul was telling the 

bdic..:wr-, .it Ephc..:.,u.,, '' . . . l3C Bb'JNC FILLED 111itl, the Spirit." 

You \ LT, rh c..: rL" j., cHi c..: i111 ti:d i11 fil li11g with the Holy Ghost. 

That\ what ,w u ll Lli l' h.,pti-;111 ill the..: Holy C host, and we see an 

t>xJmpk· of that h:1pti ... n 1 in Act.., ch:iptL'r 19. But there are many 

refill ing, throughout our li fl' . Being fi lled with the Spirit is not 

<; i111ply ,1 one- ti ml' event ,vi th a bc..:ginning a11d an end. It is a ro11ti1111011s, 

lffi'/01(~ e.\pcril'IICC. 
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N , ' t h · c ( h t ' f-t 1 , t p ~ t rt t 1 t' E p h t ' , i • tt l " 5 : I t{ s., y s , "/, c' I/ ( >/ d 11 , 11 ~' " 'if I, L I' i 11, ', 

u·l1t'1 ('i t1 , , , .\'("'-' · " \\\:·IL peuph: ,,·ll<., µl·t drunk don't qu it .-1 t ~' ~ip of 

\\tlh.'. d,, tht·y? No, th~'Y " <-'t..·p dri11k111µ. In lltl' s.llJll' \\\ t y . tu bl· ti lled 
,, ith the Spi r it . \ 'lHl h.1,·'--· tu 1'.ccp llll dri11"ing .'{ou h,t\'l' to keep dt\ l W -

11 h1. t l\ ' l l\ l h l· I I U I \' l ; h l ) , l. • 

I hJ,v '-h' ~\HI d1.,,, llll th~· I luly t;ho,t?Yo u dr.l\v on I li111 by doing 

\Yh .. lt the..· \\ ''-,rd , .tys ,tblHll h t..·inµ ttlll'd ,vith th e Spirit. Yo u 1n~1in t 1i11 

the '-' h,ll'.h ' t l 'rbti"·" () f ,l Spi rit - tilled litt.·. 
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