The Call to Holy Living
1 Peter 1:13-16
June 16, 2024

Pastor Gary Hollinger

The wondrous nature of our salvation should motivate us to holy living.

I. Christians are to make sure we are thinking clearly and correctly. (v. 13a)

This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet
and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’s Passover. (Exodus 12:11)

“Be dressed and ready for service and keep your lamps burning, like servants waiting for their
master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can
immediately open the door for him. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them
watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline
at the table and will come and wait on them. (Luke 12:35-37)

But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist,
discharge all the duties of your ministry. (2 Timothy 4:5)

NLT: So think clearly and exercise self—control.

1. Christians are to remain focused on the return of Christ and the gifts of grace He will
bring to us. (v. 13b)

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a
kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever!
Amen,
“Look, he is coming with the clouds,”
and “every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him”;

and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.”
So shall it be! Amen. (Revelation 1:5b-7)

According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord
himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel
and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are
still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these
words. (1 Thessalonian 4:15-18)



It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the
middle of the night or toward daybreak. But understand this: If the owner of the house had
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You
also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
(Luke 12:38-40)

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No”
to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this
present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to
purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. (Titus 2:11-14)

I11. Christians are to hear and obey our Heavenly Father. (v. 14a)

Everyone has heard about your obedience, so | rejoice because of you; but | want you to be wise
about what is good, and innocent about what is evil. (Romans 16:19)

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! Don’t
you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the
one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which
leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have
come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. You
have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.

| am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used
to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer
yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you
were free from the control of righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the
things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! But now that you have been set
free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the
result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in®™ Christ
Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:15-23)

Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we
will come to them and make our home with them. Anyone who does not love me will not obey
my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.
(John 14:23-24)

V. Christians are not to follow the ways of the worldly and unenlightened. (v. 14b)

They are surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse
on you. (1 Peter 4:4)

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not
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conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
(Romans 12:1-2)

JB Phillips translates Romans 2: “Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own
mold, but let God re-mold your minds from within...”

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is
not in them. For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but
whoever does the will of God lives forever. (1 John 2:15-17)

For we too were once foolish, disobedient, misled, enslaved to various passions and desires,
spending our lives in evil and envy, hateful and hating one another. (Titus 3:3)

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now
at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying
the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature
deserving of wrath. (Ephesians 2:1-3)

It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that
each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in
passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God (1 Thessalonians 4:3-5)

So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in
conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. (Galatians 5:16-17)

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. (Psalm 111:10a)

In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to
repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has

appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” (Acts 17:30-
31)

So | tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in
the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having
lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind
of impurity, and they are full of greed.

That, however, is not the way of life you learned when you heard about Christ and were taught
in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former
way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made



new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:17-24)

V. Christians are called to be holy just as God is holy. (v. 15-16)

Who among the gods
is like you, LORD?
Who is like you—
majestic in holiness,
awesome in glory,
working wonders? (Exodus 15:11)

In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the
train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two
wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.
And they were calling to one another:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;

the whole earth is full of his glory.”

At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with
smoke.
“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For | am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people
of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” (Isaiah 6:1-5)

Day and night they never stop saying:
“‘Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord God Almighty,’
who was, and is, and is to come.” (Revelation 4:8b)

Sing to the LORD, all the earth;
proclaim his salvation day after day.
Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous deeds among all peoples.
For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;
he is to be feared above all gods.
For all the gods of the nations are idols,
but the LORD made the heavens.
Splendor and majesty are before him;
strength and joy are in his dwelling place.
Ascribe to the LoRbD, all you families of nations,
ascribe to the LoRD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LorbD the glory due his name;
bring an offering and come before him.
Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness. (1 Chronicles 16:23-29)



And I saw what looked like a sea of glass glowing with fire and, standing beside the sea, those
who had been victorious over the beast and its image and over the number of its name. They
held harps given them by God ® and sang the song of God’s servant Moses and of the Lamb:
“Great and marvelous are your deeds,
Lord God Almighty.
Just and true are your ways,
King of the ages.
Who will not fear you, Lord,
and bring glory to your name?
For you alone are holy.
All nations will come
and worship before you,
for your righteous acts have been revealed.” (Revelation 15:2-4)

“Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my
treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation.” These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” (Exodus 19:5-6)

I am the LoRrD, who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, because |
am holy. (Leviticus 11:45 and several more)

Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will
see the Lord. (Hebrews 12:14)

For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false
testimony, slander... (Matthew 15:19)

Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. (2 Timothy 2:22)

Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything
that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. (2 Corinthians
7:1)



