Charlottetown Vineyard’s Ethos and Values 3

I.  Intro:
1.  Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 14:1

2.  Two weeks ago I began a new series of messages on the Charlottetown Vineyard’s Ethos and Values
A.  I told you that an ethos is:
a. “The distinctive character, spirit, and attitudes of a people, a culture or an era.”

3.  We have 4 distinctives to our ethos and they are:
A.  Passion: 
a. We are passionate people; we love God, people and life passionately.
B.  Freedom: 
a. It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. We are exploring the fullness of that freedom and living in it out as best we can.
C.  Spirit: 
a. We are not content to live an intellectual & academic faith only; we want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit.  We want to know God personally, intimately and experientially.
D.  Destiny: 
a. We want to fulfill our God given destiny and help other do the same.

4.  And I identified 4 values, they are:
A.  Worship: 
a. That touches the heart of God and inspires His people.
i.  My highest personal value
B.  The Word: 
a. Our standard, inerrant, and Divinely inspired.
C.  Relationship: 
a. Friendships that are authentic, gracious, loving, and trustworthy.
D.  Reaching Out: 
a. Giving what we've got to who we can, no strings attached.
i.  Over the coming weeks I will speak on each

5.  Two weeks we looked at passion
A.  I told you that the word, in Mark 12, challenges us to love God passionately
a. With all our hearts, minds, souls and strength
i.  In other words:
· Spiritually, intellectually, emotionally and physically
B.  Also, I told you that:
a. Passion is your God given - the built in from the manufacturer - homing device to your destiny
i.  That hunger fuels passion and passion points to destiny
C.  I exhorted you to dream God sized dreams
a. Follow your Godly passions
i.  That it is never too late to fulfil your God given destiny

6.  Last week we looked at the second distinctive of our ethos: Freedom
A.  We are indeed free 
a. Jesus has already set us free
i.  And he did a great job!
· Galatians 5:1 says:
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
B.  Free FROM religious rules and regulations
a. Not matter what the religious systems of the world tell you
i.  You are free from their controls
C.  Free TO Love and Free to Live by the Spirit
a. We are called to live in the fullness of that freedom
D.  Practical Application
a. Freedom’s responsibility is to remain free
b. Simple test: If the system you’re in employs manipulation, intimidation, shame, coercion or fear to control you…
i.  That’s NOT freedom

7.  Today we’ll look at the third distinctive of our Ethos: Spirit
A.  Living Supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit

8.  Read and Pray: 1 Corinthians 14:1
A.  Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.

II.  Context
1.  Let me give you the context of this verse
A.  Chapter 12 is all about the gifts of the spirit
a. Paul tells us that the church is like a body
i.  One body with many different parts
· One church with many different giftings
b. The gifts are referenced in verses 7-10 are:
i.  7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.
ii.  These are spiritual gifts, supernatural gifts
· Not human expertise – Divine Gifts!
· Miraculous powers, prophecy and tongues makes this obviously clear that they are spiritual in nature
iii.  And these are gifts given by The Holy Spirit
· Verse 11: All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
B.  Chapter 13 is all about love
a. Here Paul defines what love is and isn’t
i.  It’s a glorious picture of the love God has for each of us
b. Verses 4-8
i.  Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails
C.  Chapter 14 pairs the two
a. Verse one summarizes it all very nicely
i.  Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.
· Love the way God loves
· We are to be a people that:
· Live Loved
· From God, secure in his great and lavish love
· 1 John 3:1 “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!”
· Live Love
· Toward one another
· John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· Eagerly desire the gifts God gives
· Eagerly, earnestly, zealously desire the gifts
· The Greek word used here is zēloō (za-lou-o)
· From it we get the English word zeal
· Sometimes interpreted as covet, envy or to be jealous
· It means: “to burn with zeal” according to Strong’s Concordance
· No matter how you interpret it, it’s anything but passive
· It’s fully active – proactive pursuit of the gifts
· And of all those gifts, especially prophecy
· The ability to receive communication from God
· To perceive from God and share it with His heart
· To see what God is doing
· Just like Jesus did
· John 5:19 “Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.”
· Oh that we would be just like Him

2.  I have taken 1 Corinthians 14:1 to heart on my personal journey
A.  Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.
a. Living loved and living love
i.  Eagerly – passionately going after the gifts of the Holy Spirit
· And especially prophetic gifts
· It’s all part of my life’s calling
· When I first arrived here I spent months preaching on this very verse
b. It’s why I proclaim a message of a loving and gracious Heavenly Father who is rich in mercy and loves us with that great and lavish love.
c. It is why I teach on dreams, visions and the prophetic
i.  So that I can see the reality of 1 Corinthians 14:1 in my life
· And in the lives entrusted tom care
· In YOUR lives

III.  Why?
1.  Why live supernatural lives?
A.  Jesus said to 
a. Matthew 28:18-20
i.  18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
B.  What did Jesus teach them to do?
a. Luke 9:1-2
i.  When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.
· Proclamation of the kingdom
· AND demonstration of the Kingdom
C.  The Great Commission of Matthew 28 is ours as well
a. We too are called to proclaim and demonstrate the Kingdom of God
i.  Just as Jesus did
D.  And, It’s not optional
a. Acts 1:4-5
i.  4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
E.  Why surrender the high ground?
a. Too much of the church has embraces the proclamation and rejected the demonstration
b. We have surrendered our superpowers
i.  And been content to operate on our intellect alone
· Why? Because we want control
· And we don’t trust God
· The gifts can be messy and rather than pastor the gifts many church leaders have decided to throw out the baby with the bath water
· Because the baby poops from time to time
c. The world needs more than information about God
i.  It needs an experience with God
· And here is why…
d. If I can talk you into the kingdom
i.  Someone smarter than me can talk you out of it
e. But… if you have a personal experience with God…
i.  No one will ever be able to take that from you
f. Besides…
i.  God desires a personal experience with them…
· With you

IV.  How?
1.  How do we live supernatural lives?
A.  We ask
a. We ask God
i.  James 4:2 “You do not have because you do not ask God.”
· Prophetic ministers coming to my church telling these amazing stories of life in the Spirit
· Provoked me to jealousy
· They provoked me to zēloō (za-lou-o)
·  – I EAGERLY desired
· For two years I asked God for eyes that see and hears that hear in the Spirit 
b. How? We ask people
i.  I asked every one of those visiting ministers to pray impartation over me
· And eventually my eyes began to open
B.  We ask and we receive
a. Ask and you will receive, Jesus said so…
i.  Matthew 7:7-8
· “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
· The amplified bible says:
· Ask and keep on asking, seek and keep on seeking, knock and keep on knocking
· That was exactly my process
C.  Next, we practice, experiment, we explore
a. Hebrews 5:14 (AMP)
i.  But solid food is for the [spiritually] mature, whose senses are trained by practice to distinguish between what is morally good and what is evil.
· The disciples were trained by watching Jesus and then doing what he did.
· It was both relational and practical
· They were apprenticed 
· It was on-the-job training
· So it is with us
· We learn from others further down the discipleship road than us
· And then we try for ourselves
D.  We make mistakes
a. Jim Driscoll “We have to become good at doing things badly”
i.  Perfectionist have a difficult time with this
b. We try new things
i.  “I’ve never done this before”
c. We take risks
i.  “I think this could be God”
d. We take leaps of faith
i.  “I’m going for it, ahhhhhh!!”
e. John Wimber “Faith is spelled RISK”
E.  We learn and grow
a. It’s going to be messy
i.  We make space for messy
· As your pastor I want you to know that I’m ok with messy
· This is NOT performance based “Charismatic” Christianity
· We try new things, if there is a problem we pastor it
· We learn from it
· We move on
· It’s all good

2.  I used to train people for prophetic ministry
A.  You know, how to prophesy in church
a. How to host an event
i.  How to generate revenue
· Marketing, branding and new product development 
· Ugh
B.  I now believe that was grossly short sighted
a. What I want now is to train and equip people to live prophetic lives
i.  People who walk in the spirit and keep in step with the Spirit
· Galatians 5:16 and 25
· So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh
· Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
· People who live life in continual communion and communication with God
· I believe this better reflects the heart of God and His desire for communion with us.
C.  I want to train and equip people who are more like Jesus
a. People who have a relationship with the Father like Jesus has
i.  People who do only what they themselves see the father doing
· Be it in the church or outside of it
· At work, home, school, grocery shopping
· Or some church sponsored outreach program
D.  I want to see the fulfillment of Jesus prayer from John 17:20-21
a. “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
i.  Now THAT’S intimate communion with God

V.  Summary:
1.  We are a people who live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit
A.  Because 
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus told us to
b. Because it isn’t optional but essential
c. And it fosters a deeply relational connection to our God
B.  We do this:
a. By asking God
b. By learning from others
c. By taking risks
d. By making mistakes
e. And learning from them
i.  We do not throw out the baby with the bath water

VI.  Ministry Time
1.  Let’s practice
A.  Who has a word of knowledge?
a. Close in prayer
