Jeremiah 18 Practical Spiritual Exercise 
Goal: to Practice Hearing God Speak to Us Metaphorically
0. Intro
0. Going to take a break from The Gospel of John today.
0. We’ll return to it next week.
0. As I prepped this week I took a look at the next verses in John 17 and I just wasn’t feeling it.
0. I prepared an alternate sermon
2. And it was pretty good but…
0. Just didn’t feel like the timing was right for that one
0. So, before I went to bed last night, I felt inspired to do something else this morning
0. Today we are going outside the box
4. We’re going to color outside the typical Sunday morning lines
0. And hopefully have some fun.

0. How many of you hear can say that God has communicated with you
1. That there has been at least one time in your life that you know, in your heart, God had communicated to you personally?
1. A dream, vision, a friend, a minister, a circumstance, His word…

0. How many have never had such an experience with the Lord and you would like to?
2. OK, today we’re going to see if we can help you navigate down that path – toward that end.

0. How many have taken the Spiritual Gifts Workshop I’ve offered?
3. I’ve done it a few times on the Island now
0. If you have, this exercise will be familiar to you.

0. Inspired by Jeremiah 18:1-6
4. "1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will give you my message.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 5 Then the word of the LORD came to me. 6 He said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, as this potter does?” declares the LORD. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel."
4. Let’s Pray
4. God told the prophet to look at an object natural to his environment and then used that item metaphorically to speak prophetically.
4. We’re going to do the same thing tonight.

0. First Time
5. Ask God to highlight an item in this room
0. Any item
0. Ask God speak to you about you through that object
5. You can trust God
1. Luke 11:11-13 “11 Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
1. I have more faith in God’s ability to lead me than I do in the enemy’s ability to deceive me
5. Only Encouraging words
2. Remember: 1 Cor 14:3 “…the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort.”
2. Be nice to yourself
5. Share what you received
3. It you want to

0. Second time
6. Ask God to highlight an item in this room
0. Ask God to speak to you about someone else in the room through that item
6. Ask God what to do with it
1. Share or pray?
1. Remember 1 Corinthians 14:3 guidelines
1. Don’t uncover, correct or direct anyone
1. Strengthen, encourage, comfort

0. Third Time
7. Ask God to highlight an item in this room
0. Ask God to speak to you through that item about someone in your life
7. Ask God what to do with it
1. Share or pray?
1. Remember 1 Corinthians 14:3 guidelines 

