The Gospel of John 20:24-31

Intro
· Open bibles to John 20:24-31
· This morning we’ll completer chapter 20
· One more chapter tog o and we’ll finish the Gospel of John
· Read and Pray: John 20:24-31

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Who was Saint Thomas?
· Thomas also known as Didymus - which means twin
· Though no record of it is found in scripture…
· Thomas, most likely was indeed a twin
· Some of what I read pointed to Judas the brother of James, also know as Jude as a possible twin brother to Thomas…
· But I haven’t seen enough evidence to convince me of it’s truth

· Thomas was a disciple of Jesus
· This we know unequivocally 
· Thomas was chosen as one of the 12 and it’s recorded in all three of the synoptic Gospels 
· You can find it in Matthew 10, Mark 3 and Luke 6

· Thomas speaks three times in John’s Gospel
· John 11, John 14 and here in John 20
· Thomas first speaks in John 11:16
· Lazarus had recently died and the apostles did not want to go back to Judea
· Because that’s where some Jews had attempted to stone Jesus.
· It here that Thomas boldly says: 
· "Let us also go, that we may die with him"
· Next we hear from Thomas is John 14:5
· Jesus had just explained that he was going away to prepare a heavenly home for his followers
· And that one day they would join him there. 
· Thomas reacted by saying, 
· "Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?
· Thomas appears to be a what-you-see-is-what-you-get kind a guys
· Nothing hidden
· If it’s on his heart, it’s on his lips
· John 20:24-29
· This is the most extensive of Thomas’ mentions
· We’ll look at this more closely in a few minutes
· Additionally, Thomas was recorded as being numbered among the disciple on two other occasions:
· At the miraculous catch of fish in the next and final chapter of John’s gospel. 
· And finally in the upper room after Jesus’ assentation into Heaven in Acts 1

· Historically
· Thomas is traditionally believed to have sailed to what is known as modern day India in AD 52
· And there spent the rest of his life spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ
· To this day there are still large native populations of India calling themselves "Christians of St. Thomas."

· The Death of Thomas
· According to tradition, St. Thomas was killed in India in AD 72 and his body was buried there.
· I found two accounts of his death
· First that Thomas was killed accidently…
· When a bowman hunting fowl shot at a peacock and struck Thomas instead.
· The other account states that he was martyred
· Killed with a lance
· Speared through by four soldiers
· Probably in India.

Saint Thomas’ encounter with Jesus here in Chapter 20
· Like I said this is the most significant mention of Thomas
· Let’s take a closer look

Verses 19-23 tell us that:
· The rest of the disciples were hiding from the Jewish leaders behind locked doors
· Mary Magdalene had reported to the disciple that she saw the risen Jesus
· The fact that they are hiding makes me wonder just how much they believed her
· Jesus miraculously materializes in the room and:
· Twice declares peace over them
· Shows them his hands and side
· Breathes the Holy Spirt on them
· And gives them this mission in verse 21…
· "As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."
· For some unexplained reason Thomas was absent from this powerful reunion.

Verses 24-25
· Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
· The disciples are excited and share this amazing news with their friend
· Thomas being rather blunt and brash responds to their announcement in the rest of verse 25
· “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
· Thomas refuses their testimony
· He’s demanding empirical evidence
· He wants to see with his own eyes
· And touch with his own hands.
· And he lingers in this place for a week.

A Week
· Wow. I’m thinking that had to be a hard week for Thomas
· All your friends are excited about something truly amazing
· And yet, you can’t buy into it.
· Have you ever received a prophetic word that something good is going to happen?
· But there’s not a shred of empirical evidence to support it
· And though the prophet is excited to give you this good news
· You just can’t buy in?
· I’ve been there too
· I have good news for you today…
· God really is THAT good.
· More than you ever imagined!

Verse 26 tells us:
· A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”
· A week later Jesus once again supernaturally materializes
· That would be an awesome spiritual gift, wouldn’t it?
· Travel would be a breeze!
· And talk about making a grand entrance
· People would probably listen to anything you’d have to say!
· Imagine if your family is sitting down for dinner and I suddenly materialized in one of the vacant seats
· And I said:
· Peace be with you
· I have a message from the Lord for you guys
· You’d probably listen carefully to whatever I had to say.
· Anyway, back to the text
· Again Jesus appears his friends
· Who are still hiding behind locked doors
· And once again he declares peace
· If Jesus appeared here and now, in this room…
· We would all need supernatural peace.
· The difference this time is that now Thomas is with them
· And Jesus goes right over to him.

Verse 27
· Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
· Jesus explicitly repeats Thomas' demands back to him. 
· Thomas was no doubt profoundly impacted by Jesus’ miraculous appearance
· On top of that Jesus address Thomas’s specific demands
· Unoffended Jesus offers his hands and his side.
· Jesus didn’t demand that Thomas meet him on his terms
· Just like he does with each of us, he meets us where we’re at.

· I’m reminded of a conversation between Mac and Jesus in William Paul Young’s “The Shack”
· Mac askes Jesus a question:
· "Does that mean, that all roads will lead to you?" "Not at all," smiled Jesus..."Most roads don't lead anywhere. What it does mean is that I will travel any road to find you." ~ William P. Young
· The message of the gospel of John from the beginning to the end is this…
· God comes to us
· We don’t make our way to him.
· So it is here with Thomas
· And Thomas responds wonderfully to this approach

Verse 28
· Thomas said to him “My Lord and my God”
· Both Lord and God are titles of deity
· Thomas boldly and explicitly assigns these Divine titles to Jesus. 
· Jesus accepts these titles
· And he doesn’t tell Thomas
· "Don't call Me that."
· Because it the truth!
· Thomas is the first recognize and address Jesus as Lord and God.
· Well done Thomas.

Verse 29
· Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
· Thomas refused to say he understood when he didn't
· He refused to pretend to believe when he didn't
· And when he did understand and believe, he went all in and properly called Jesus Lord and God
· But that’s not Jesus’ point here in verse 29
· As I have told you throughout this journey through John
· The words faith, believe and belief all come from the same root word meaning trust
· What Jesus is more accurately stating here (in my humble opinion) is this…
· “Because you have seen me, you trust me; blessed are those who have not seen and yet trust me.”
· It’s all about relationship with Jesus
· Not the adherence of tenants or doctrines
· But a relationship of love and trust between dear close friends
· Love and trust between our Heavenly Father and his sons and daughters
· Love shared between the Trinity and humanity

Personal Application
· I reject the title doubting Thomas
· My name is Thomas
· And the title “Doubting Thomas” has always bothered me
· I prefer to see it differently
· I prefer to see a disciple, a follower of Jesus who was transparent and authentic
· A man of strong convictions and bold faith
· The first to see the truth of Jesus’ divinity
· And the first to  call Jesus Lord and God.

Let’s finish up John 20 with a look at verses 30-31
· Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

· John admits that he presents an incomplete collection
· And that what has written was written for a purpose.
· Jesus performed “many other signs”
· Jesus lived a supernatural life in the power of the Holt Spirit
· Doing only what he saw the father doing
· I want the same
· We ought not settle for anything less

· Here John offers a summery statement of the entire book
· That we would believe that Jesus is indeed THE Messiah
· The Christ, THE anointed one
· That Jesus is THE son of God
· And finally – trusting these truths that we would have life
· Life full, abundant and eternal
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Ministry Time 
(Invite Neill up for a final song)
· I have good news for you today
· God is uncontainable 
· He doesn’t fit in this book or any book
· He wouldn’t fit in a world full of books

· God is bigger and stronger and more-able than you ever imagined
· God is more kind and more merciful and more loving than you’ve been lead to believe
· It is simply not possible to over estimate the love of God
· It is NOT possible to over estimate the love of God for YOU!

· Do you have need today?
· Do you need to experience God today?
· A touch, a blessing, a need met…
· Please come forward for prayer as we sing a final song

· Do you want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit?
· Please come forward as Neill leads us in a final song.
