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“For I hate divorce” (Malachi 2:16) says the Lord God. 

It is never God’s will that two people divorce. 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28) 

 

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

(Galatians 5:22-23) 

or 

Hatred or indifference, sadness and sorrow, upset and turmoil, intolerance, anger and revenge, 

wickedness, rejection, hostility and sensual indulgence. 

 

I. What God has joined together, we should not separate. (v. 1-6) 

If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something 

indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from 

his house, and if after she leaves his house she becomes the wife of another man, and her 

second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her 

from his house, or if he dies, then her first husband, who divorced her, is not allowed to marry 

her again after she has been defiled. That would be detestable in the eyes of the LORD. Do not 

bring sin upon the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance. (Deuteronomy 24:1-

4) 

 

II. Divorce is always the result of hard-heartedness. (v. 7-8) 

III. Although divorce is sometimes permitted, it is never commanded nor is it ever 

commended. (v. 9) 

To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her 

husband. But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And 

a husband must not divorce his wife. 

To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is 

willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. And if a woman has a husband who is not a 

believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him… 



But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The brother or the sister is not bound in such 

circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. (1 Corinthians 7:10-13, 15) 

 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness… (2 Timothy 3:16) 

 

I will cleanse them from all the sin they have committed against me and will forgive all their 

sins of rebellion against me. (Jeremiah 33:8) 

 

 “Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have children with her, for like an adulterous wife this 

land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the LORD.” (Hosea 1:2) 

 

“Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another man and is an 

adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods…” (Hosea 

3:1) 

 

Blessed is the one who always trembles before God, but whoever hardens their heart falls into 

trouble. (Proverbs 28:14) 


