Live Love 4

I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to Matthew 18:21
A. Continuing my Live Love Series
B. Charlottetown Community Church is in the process of “Pursuing Love” from 1 Corinthian 14:1
a. “Pursue Love, eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially prophecy.”
C. Pursuing Love has two parts
a. Living Loved
b. Living Love

2. Live Love 1
A. We looked at one of our greatest obstacles to living love
a. Our need to be right
b.  “What does it feel like to be wrong? It feels like being right” ~ Kathryn Shultz
B. I told you that:
a. It is more important to love than it is to be right
b. If being right comes at the expense of love, the price is too high.
c. The reason why it is more important to love than it is to be right… because we could be wrong.

3. Live Love 2
A. Two Questions
a. What does it mean to Live Love
b. How do we do it
B. Looked at 1 Corinthians 13 – classic chapter on love
a. Verses 1-3 what is not required to live love
i. Spiritual Gifts
b. Verses 4-8 examples of living love
i. It’s a great description of how God loves you
ii. And how we’re to love one another
C. We addressed HOW
a. The key to living love is to live loved
i. 1 John 4:19 “We love because he first loved us.”
· We cannot draw from an empty well
ii. We experience God’s love by going where the life is
· Find what has life on it for you and you’ll find God there
· Worship, meditation, intercession, the word?
b. From there start with the people it’s easy to love…
i. And love them
c. With momentum behind you move onto those who are more difficult to love

4. Last Week: Live Love 3
A. John 15 – The Vine and the Branches
a. Process vs Production
b. It’s easier to Live Love if…
i. We’re not judging our fruitfulness
ii. We’re not judging the fruitfulness of others
iii. It’s easier to live love if we see people as being in process
c. These are Kingdom principals
i. The world will judge your fruitfulness
ii. We have a different relational dynamic with our Heavenly Father

5. Today: Live Love 4 – Forgiveness
A. Take a look at a very practical way to Live Love from Jesus’ Story about Forgiveness in Matthew 18
B. What Forgiveness isn’t
C. What Forgiveness is

6. Read & Pray Matthew 18:21-35 (The Message)
21 At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, “Master, how many times do I forgive a brother or sister who hurts me? Seven?”
22 Jesus replied, “Seven! Hardly. Try seventy times seven.
23-25 “The kingdom of God is like a king who decided to square accounts with his servants. As he got under way, one servant was brought before him who had run up a debt of a hundred thousand dollars. He couldn’t pay up, so the king ordered the man, along with his wife, children, and goods, to be auctioned off at the slave market.
26-27 “The poor wretch threw himself at the king’s feet and begged, ‘Give me a chance and I’ll pay it all back.’ Touched by his plea, the king let him off, erasing the debt.
28 “The servant was no sooner out of the room when he came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him ten dollars. He seized him by the throat and demanded, ‘Pay up. Now!’
29-31 “The poor wretch threw himself down and begged, ‘Give me a chance and I’ll pay it all back.’ But he wouldn’t do it. He had him arrested and put in jail until the debt was paid. When the other servants saw this going on, they were outraged and brought a detailed report to the king.
32-35 “The king summoned the man and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave your entire debt when you begged me for mercy. Shouldn’t you be compelled to be merciful to your fellow servant who asked for mercy?’ The king was furious and put the screws to the man until he paid back his entire debt. And that’s exactly what my Father in heaven is going to do to each one of you who doesn’t forgive unconditionally anyone who asks for mercy.”
A. Let’s Pray…
II. Live Love and Forgiveness
1. Forgiveness is one of the most practical expressions of Living Love
A. Josh McDowell says that…
a. “Forgiveness is the oil of Relationships”
i. It has the amazing ability to reduce friction and dissipate heat.

2. Jesus said that 
A. “All men will know we are his disciples if we love one another.”
B. Forgiveness is one of the most visible and most easily recognized examples of true Christ like love
a. It dramatically sets us apart from the world and it’s standard

3. Let’s take a closer look at Jesus’ take on Forgiveness in Matthew 18
A. David Guizak’s Study Guide on Matthew 18 from blueletterbible.com was a helpful resource in preparing today’s message

III.  Peter’s question and Jesus’ response about forgiveness
1. 21 At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, “Master, how many times do I forgive a brother or sister who hurts me? Seven?”
A. Seven times? 
a. Peter is trying to sound loving and extremely generous by suggesting he forgive a brother up to seven times
b. The cultural norm, according to the teachings of the Jewish Rabbis was three 
B. Jesus replied, “Seven! Hardly. Try seventy times seven. 
a. I’m sure Jesus’ answer surprised Peter 
b. 70 x 7 = represents an unlimited number of times
c. I doubt Jesus was saying “OK on the 491st time you’re justified in withholding forgiveness.”
d. Then Jesus goes on to make his point, as he so often did, by telling a story, a parable.

IV.  Jesus’ Story about Forgiveness (vs 23-34)
1. The Servant “…had run up a debt of a hundred thousand dollars.” (or 10,000 talents)
A. How much is that today?
a. I found a biblical weight and mass converter online
i. Unitconversion.org
b. If Gold, at current prices, 10,000 talents of Gold is equivalent to: 
i. $12,151,768,425.90 (Trillion Dollars)
c. If Silver, at current prices, 10,000 talents of silver is equivalent to:
i. $229,260,999.25 (Billion Dollars)
B. The figure clearly represents an unpayable debt.
2. The king ordered the man, along with his wife, children, and goods, to be auctioned off at the slave market.: 
A. The master had the right to sell the man, his family and all he owned to apply to the debt
B. In reality this would barely put a dent in the debt
C. Top price for a slave was one talent each.
a. $1.2 Million in Gold per
b. Almost $23,000 in Sliver per

3. The Servant begs for a chance to repay his debt
A. In verse 26 the servant begs his King for mercy
a. And he gets it!
b. And more!
B. The King is touched by his servant’s impassioned plea
a. As a result he does vastly more than simply grant additional time to repay this astronomical debt
i. He completely cancels the debt
ii. The enormous debt that could never ever possibly be repaid
iii. No matter how many empty promises the servant made.

4. Now the scene changes…
A. The forgiven servant confronts a fellow servant about a debt of $10 
a. NASB says 100 denarii
i. A denarii was a day’s pay
ii. So the debt is equal to about 100 day’s wages.
b. Using my biblical converter…
i. If Silver: $432.67
ii. If Gold: $22,939.05
c. Not an insignificant amount
i. But nothing compared to the debt forgiven him by The King
B. The message says that this took place right after he’d left the King’s presence. Verse 28
a. “The servant was no sooner out of the room when he came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him ten dollars. He seized him by the throat and demanded, ‘Pay up. Now!’
C. “The poor wretch threw himself down and begged, ‘Give me a chance and I’ll pay it all back.’ 
a. Sound familiar?
b. It should, it’s the same approach the servant had used on his master, The King
i. The exact same words!
ii. He cried out for mercy!
c. But to no avail
i. Astonishingly the forgiven servant puts the man in jail until the debt is paid.

5. Word get’s back to the King
A. When the other servants saw this going on, they were outraged and brought a detailed report to the king.
a. Maybe they owed this guy money as well?
b. Maybe they were simply outraged at the injustice
B. The King called the first servant back in
a. ‘You evil servant! I forgave your entire debt when you begged me for mercy. Shouldn’t you be compelled to be merciful to your fellow servant who asked for mercy?’ The king was furious and put the screws to the man until he paid back his entire debt.
i. The unforgiving servant is reaping what he has sown
· Judgment instead of mercy.

V. Application
1. In Verse 35 Jesus applies the parable
A. Forgiveness, from the heart, is required of all who have been forgiven.
B. “And that’s exactly what my Father in heaven is going to do to each one of you who doesn’t forgive unconditionally anyone who asks for mercy.”
a. These are very sobering verses
i. Honestly, they shake me to my core
C. Jesus gave us a new command in John 15:12
a. “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.”
b. Forgiveness is love in action
i. It’s the way God loves us
ii. And it’s one of the ways we can love one another
iii. One of the ways we can Live Love
c. God sowed mercy and forgiveness into us first
i. “We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
D. Take note of the order of things
a. We love because he first loved us
i. We forgive because he has forgiven us
ii. We extend mercy because he has initiated the process
b. First the King forgives
i. Then he expects us to pass it on
ii. Or pay it forward
E. We can’t do this on our own
a. And God doesn’t expect that of us
b. He initiates
c. He sets the example
d. He puts in us what he wants from us

2. I know the debt I have been forgiven
A. Truly a debt I could never pay, never.
B. Like this unmerciful servant, any debt owed me is insignificant by comparison. 
C. Honestly - No man can possibly offend me to the extent that my sins have offended God. 
a. Wouldn’t you agree?
D. Verse 35 makes unforgiveness one of these most dangerous things a Christian can do.
a. In light of what has been forgiven us, we really have no right to withhold forgiveness from another person

3. A couple of good quotes on forgiveness
A. Patty Mapes
a. “Unforgiveness is like drinking poison and hoping someone else gets sick”
i. Unforgiveness is death to our spirit
· Just like poison to our bodies
ii. We think we have imprisoned the person when in reality we are the one who is in bondage

B. George Herbert (Welsh poet & priest)
a. “He who can not forgive breaks the bridge over which he himself must pass.”
i. Nothing good comes from unforgiveness


VI. What Forgiveness is and isn’t
1. Forgiveness isn’t
A. Saying the other person wasn’t wrong
B. Saying the other person was right
C. Saying it didn’t hurt or it didn’t happen
D. Forgiveness isn’t denial or repression
E. Forgiveness isn’t a feeling or an emotion

2. This is big, get this
A. Forgiveness isn’t reconciliation 
a. Forgiveness is something you do alone
b. Reconciliation is something you do with the other person
B. You can forgive and not be reconciled
a. You can forgive a deceased parent 
i. But not be reconciled this side of heaven
C. Reconciliation required two willing and available participants

3. Forgiveness isn’t trust
A. Forgiveness is freely given
B. Trust is earned
a. Trusted is earned by good behavior multiplied over time
C. You can forgive someone and still not trust them
a. You can cancel and outstanding debt
b. An refrain from loaning out any additional funds
D. Forgiveness is a free gift
a. Reconciliation is a process among two agreeing parties
b. Trust is the fruit of relationship in which you know you are loved

4. Forgiveness is
A. A choice, a decision of the will
a. Sometimes a choice I have had to repeat again and again and again
i. 70x7 times – right?
b. I choose to forgive
i. Sometimes I have to say it out loud
c. Eventually, over time my feelings and emotions catch up
i. Eventually I can see them or drive past their house without anger creating a huge knot in my stomach 
B. Forgiveness is canceling the debt
a. I’m tearing up the emotional IOU
b. I’m not seeking repayment, retribution or revenge
c. I’m trusting God for my side of it
i. And hoping His best for you
C. Forgiveness tears down walls and begins the process of builds bridges
D. Forgiveness is Living Love in practical ways

5. Homework
A. Ask God to reveal to you who you need to forgive
a. Then decide in your heart to cancel that debt
i. You don’t need to go to the person to forgive them
b. If you need to go to that person and ask for their forgiveness, then do that.
i. If you need my help, call me.
c. There no day like today to start.

VII. Ministry Time:
1. If you are having trouble forgiving come forward and I’ll pray for you

2. Let’s Pray.
