We are in Part 3 of a series we’re calling…

Chasing Buffalo
Chasing After What Really Matters


In life often times we chase after certain things…
· Dreams – State Championship, 
· Goals – Scholarship, Run this many head by the time I’m 30
· Accomplishments – Make this much money…

· And while all of these things aren’t always bad…

· Sometimes our chase for the things of the world –comes at the expense of chasing after God!


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


We chase…
· The financial dream.
· The relationship dream.
· The ranching dream.
· The corporate dream.
· The college dream.

That what happens is we don’t have time to…
· Read God’s Word
· Spend time with Jesus each day
· Come to church consistently
· Why?
· Cause we don’t have any energy or drive left cause we’re exhausted from chasing after other things…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

But… what some of us have quickly learned from chasing after everything the world has to offer is…none of that really seems to satisfy.

· But what those of us that have made God the center of our lives know… 
· There is nothing more satisfying than knowing and loving Jesus!

· And when we chase after Him – we never long for adventure, thrills, and satisfaction! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


So…


How do we chase after Him?

Part 1 - 
· 1st - We make living for Jesus #1 on our bucket list.
· 2nd - And…when He’s #1 then He can show us what else needs to be on the list.
· Why?
· 3rd - Because Life’s too short to miss out on His Will for our lives.

Part 2 - 
· 1st - We learned that when we chase after things that are outside His Will…it can lead to our destruction and our distraction.
· 2nd – And it’s in the chase that He shows us His Will. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




What else must we understand about chasing after God? 


1. Haters hate God chasers.


Show clip here - Lonesome Dove – Clip #1


EX - Pea Eyed Parker – was hating on Gus’ idea.

· Gus says, “Pretty ain’t they.”
· Pea – “I reckon.”
· Gus - “Lets chase ‘em, you want to?”
· Pea - “Them bulls will hook you.”
· Pea - “Old man Barlow, that buffalo hooked him bad. He was a slow walker after that buffalo got ahold of him.”
· Pea – “I don’t even think I’d enjoy chasing buffalo even if I was married.”

· Gus had a dream and wanted to fulfill it!

· But…Pea wanted to pee on Gus’ dream.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Understand this…

When you start chasing after God…
· Some people won’t get it, and will try to pee on your chase! 

· Chasing God’s Will…
· Chasing God’s dream…
· Fulfilling God’s call…

· Will bring haters with it.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Listen to the very words of Jesus…

· John 15:18-19 – 18“If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 19The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



What we must understand is…Jesus had haters first…

Why did they hate Him?

· He was kind.
· Never sinned.
· Always put others ahead of Himself.
· Why would they hate Him for these things?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



FACT IS: A lot of the people that hated Jesus were “RELIGIOUS”…

· WHY?

· Because He upset their religious traditions.
· His intergrity exposed their falsehood and corruption.
· He had Supernatural power – which they just “claimed” to have.
· Making Jesus a threat to their power.
· He had something they didn’t.
· He had…peace in the midst of persecution.
· Joy in spite of their Jeering.
· Love in the face of hate.
· He was a friend of sinners.

· And they hated Him for it!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Much of the world hated Him too.

Why?

· Cause they loved sin over righteousness. 
· They want the pleasures and not the rules.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Let’s be REAL and RAW…

When we chase after Jesus…we can expect people to hate us too...

· EX – WHY?

· - John 15:19 – “. 19The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you.”

· Because we choose Christ’s pleasure over the worlds pleasure…
· Because we are no longer a part of the world…but are centered in Christ.

· We will be hated by some religious people and by some of the world…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In many cases…
· We have something they don’t.
· Joy – they have bitterness
· Peace – they have worry
· Security – they’re insecure
· Fulfillment – they are never satisfied
· Blessing – they have one disappointment after another

· And some will hate us for it.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



The bible promises this sobering truth…

· 1 Peter 4:1-5; 12-13 – 1So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves with the same attitude he had, and be ready to suffer, too. For if you have suffered physically for Christ, you have finished with sin. 2You won’t spend the rest of your lives chasing your own desires, but you will be anxious to do the will of God. 3You have had enough in the past of the evil things that godless people enjoy—their immorality and lust, their feasting and drunkenness and wild parties, and their terrible worship of idols. 4Of course, your former friends are surprised when you no longer plunge into the flood of wild and destructive things they do. So they slander you. 5But remember that they will have to face God, who will judge everyone, both the living and the dead… “12Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were happening to you. 13Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering, so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world. 14So be happy when you are insulted for being a Christian, for then the glorious Spirit of God rests upon you.”

These verses show us that…

· When we give up chasing after the things of this world.
· When we chase after the Will of God.
· When we stop living like the world does.
· People will slander us…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


How the heck do we find hope in the hate?

We remember…
· “God will judge them.”
· “Be glad – cause you are a friend of Jesus.”
· “And He will give you HOPE in the midst of the hate!”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




So, the question is…

How do we prepare for and deal with the haters?


Answer: We have the same attitude Christ had.

· 1 Peter 4:1a – “– 1So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves with the same attitude he had, and be ready to suffer, too.”

· Arming ourselves implies that this is not going to be a walk in the park…but a battle.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



What attitude did Jesus have?


Like Jesus…in spite of the hate…

1st – We chase after the hearts of our haters.


What do I mean?

· Romans 12:14-21 – “14Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them. 15Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all! 17Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. 18Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone. 19Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I will pay them back,” says the LORD. 20Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals of shame on their heads.” 21Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


What?
You mean God wants us to love the hater?
· Yes sir.

· He says, 

· Bless those who persecute you.
· Laugh with those who laugh, weep with those who weep. – Even your enemies. 
· Don’t be a stuck up religious person.
· Don’t be a legalistic know it all Christian.
· Don’t pay back evil for evil.
· Honor everyone.
· Never take revenge. Leave that to God.
· Feed your enemies.
· Give them something to drink.

· AND YOU WILL CONQUER EVIL with GOOD!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


IN OTHER WORDS…
· When they hate…we love.
· When they persecute…we forgive.
· When they tell lies…we respond with grace.
· When they are in need – we serve them.
· When they persecute…we bless.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



I know this sounds crazy…but…

· Jesus always chased after sinners, haters, and His enemies…

· He loved them.
· Forgave them.
· Served them.
· AND FOR MANY OF THEM – THEIR HEARTS WERE TURNED TOWARD HIM!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· EX - Paul was a hater – the person who just wrote the verses we just read…was a hater of Christians – Murdered them for believing.
· But Jesus changes His life by chasing after and capturing his heart.

· And as followers of Jesus - we are all called to chase after the hearts of our haters too.

1st – We chase after the hearts of our haters.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



You may be thinking, “What do we do if they don’t respond to our love and reject Christ…



If they don’t respond or receive it…

2nd – We shake it off. 


Listen to Jesus’ instruction to the disciples when people don’t respond to the chase…

· Mark 6:10-11 - 10Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. 11And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you, leave that place and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.”

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


To quote the great philosopher Taylor Swift…

· “Cause the players gonna play, play, play, play, play
And the haters gonna hate, hate, hate, hate, hate
Baby, I'm just gonna shake, shake, shake, shake, shake
I shake it off, I shake it off”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


The bible tells us to shake it off…

· If people don’t respond to our love for them.
· If they don’t respond to the love of Christ and His forgiveness.
· It’s ok to – Shake it off!
· Dust the dirt off you’re feet.
· And move onto the next one…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· Key point…
· I’m not saying we give up on them…we just keep moving.
· Always leaving the door open for another conversation.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Devil’s tactic - See another tactic of the devil is to get us so pre-occupied with trying to make people like us or like Jesus…that we spend too much time trying to win them over…and neglect the rest of the world we’re called to reach.

· We chase after their hearts…if they don’t respond…we move on! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



3rd – last part of having the same attitude as Christ is…



3rd – We keep chasing after God.


To quote the songstress T. Swift again…

· “But I keep cruising
Can't stop, won't stop moving
It's like I got this music in my mind
Saying it's gonna be alright…”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Jesus – in the midst of the hate from His enemies NEVER STOPPED PURSUING HIS FATHER – GOD! 

· And we are called to never stop chasing after God as well! 


· [bookmark: _GoBack]2 Chronicles 15:7 – “But as for you, be strong and courageous, for your work will be rewarded."
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Bow heads

When we chase after Christ --- Haters are gonna hate.
When this happens we are to take on the attitude of Christ…by…

· 1st – Chasing after the hearts of our haters.
· 2nd - Shake it off if they don’t respond.
· 3rd - Keep chasing after God. 

This is the life of those who chase after God! 

Commitment: 
How many of you have some haters in your life right now?
Ask God to give you the attitude of Jesus.
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