The Powerless Place 

Into
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Open bibles to Psalm 23

· What began as a one-of message has evolved into a series of messages on: “The Powerless Place”
· In TPP 1 we looked at 2 Corinthians 12:9 
·  “My Grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
· In TPP 2 we examined the concept of the Dark Night of the Soul and Mark 14:35-36
· Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.”
· In TPP 3 we took a closer look at Jesus’ kind and merciful words from Matthew 11:28-30
· “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
· In TTP 4 we look at David’s call and anointing to be King from 1 Samuel 16
· Specifically verse 7b where God says to the prophet Samuel:
· The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
· Only God would have chosen the boy David to be King
· Too small
· Too young
· Too inexperienced
· Tending just a few sheep in the wilderness
· Indeed, God’s ways are not our ways
· Last Week in TTP 5 we looked at the words of Jesus from John 12:24-25
· Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
· I mentioned how diametrically opposed the culture of this world was to the culture of God’s Kingdom
· And sometimes we experience the wilderness, the dark night of the soul or the powerless place because…
· We’re stuck between cultures
· Maybe we have a foot in each camp?
· Maybe we’re transitioning from one to the other
· And there’s a desert between them?
· Maybe we’re accustomed to and comfortable with the world’s culture
· And it’s a struggle to let it go?
· Maybe we bounce back and forth like a ping pong ball?
· Of course, the answer being that we yield to God and His ways and His culture

· Today we’re going to continue the series by looking at Psalm 23
· Read and Pray
· I usually use the NIV translation
· This morning I will be using the NKJV as well as The Passion Translation
· OK, from the NKJV

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside the still waters.
He restores my soul;
He leads me in the paths of righteousness
For His name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil;
For You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
You anoint my head with oil;
My cup runs over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
All the days of my life;
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord
Forever.

About Psalm 23
· Arguably the most popular and beloved of the Psalms
· It’s been memorized
· Commonly used in memorial services
· A comfort you many in times of trouble
· And taught on endlessly
· This morning I’ll add my two cents
· First, let me share insights from a few of my favorite commentators

· Commentary Introductions to the Psalm
· Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary
· “Under a metaphor borrowed from scenes of pastoral life, with which David was familiar, he describes God's providential care in providing refreshment, guidance, protection, and abundance, and so affording grounds of confidence in His perpetual favor.”

· Charles Spurgeon writes of Psalm 23 in his "Treasury of David"
· "The Lord is my shepherd." What condescension is this, that the Infinite Lord assumes towards his people the office and character of a Shepherd! It should be the subject of grateful admiration that the great God allows himself to be compared to anything which will set forth his great love and care for his own people. David had himself been a keeper of sheep, and understood both the needs of the sheep and the many cares of a shepherd. He compares himself to a creature weak, defenceless, and foolish, and he takes God to be his Provider, Preserver, Director, and, indeed, his everything.”

· The language describing God as shepherd is common in both Old and New Testaments 
· The Pulpit Commentary by Donald Spence Jones offers this list:
· Genesis 48
· Psalm 74, 77, 78, 79 and 80
· Isaiah 40 and 49
· Jeremiah 31
· Ezekiel 34
· Hebrews 13
· 1 Peter 2 and 1 Peter 5
· Revelation 7
· And of course, by Jesus himself, of himself, throughout John chapter 10
· Specifically verse 14
· “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me”

· OK, with that as and introduction
· let’s look at the Psalm

Verse 1
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
· David begins with a firm foundation
· We all need just such a foundation
· In our hardest of days, Nadine and I have made this our personal foundation:
· #1 God is good
· #2 God loves me
· No matter what life throws at me, it all begins at #3
· Both good and hard times are better with this firmly established foundation in our lives
· David seems to agree

· The TPT says it this way:
· God is my Fierce Protector and my Pastor. I always have more than enough.
· I like the language of “Fierce Protector”
· Especially when I’m struggling in the Powerless Place
· In those times I need someone fighting passionately for me
· Why the word Pastor instead of Shepherd?
· The Hebrew word ra`ah usually translated shepherd is also translated as pastor
· El Shaddai, the Hebrew title meaning God Almighty
· The God of more than enough
· Indeed, we shall not want
· In verse 2 David build upon the foundation

Verse 2
He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters.
· Makes me lie down…
· The Message says:
·  “You have bedded me down in lush meadows”
· Reminds me of when the kids were small
· Too much activity in one day and by bed time our daughter was completely overwhelmed
· The poor dear would cry unconsolably
· Like we sometimes do in our own Powerless Places
· She resisted like crazy but what she most needed was rest
· We would “bed her down”
· And soon all was well

· The TPT says t this way: 
· He offers a resting place for me in His luxurious love. His tracks take me to the quiet brooks of bliss, the oasis of peace.
· How awesome does that sound?
· How many need that kind of resting place in your lives right now?
· How many need that kind of God in our lives right now?
· David knows, loves and trusts God
· He knew God tending a few sheep in the wilderness
· He knew God before Goliath
· He knew God while hiding the cave from Saul’s murderous attacks
· Powerless Places all
· And from that knowledge builds upon his foundation a spiritual house that looks like…
· Resting in God’s luxurious love
· By quiet brooks of bliss
· In an oasis of peace
· So good
· The building continues in verse 3

Verse 3
He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness. For His name’s sake.
· God restores and leads
· If you are in the powerless place
· This is very good news!
· If you feel spiritual lost in the wilderness or the dark night of the soul
· This is extraordinarily good news
· Our God loves us as a Good Shepherd
· He redeems and he restores what has been lost or stolen away from us.
· And then, again, like a very Good Shepherd, he leads us on a vastly better path

· The TPT says it this way: 
· That’s where He restores and revives my life. He opens before me the pathways to God’s pleasure, leading me along in His footsteps of righteousness, so that I can bring honor to His Name.
· Who among us couldn’t use God to open before us a pathway to His pleasure?
· Especially while navigating the Powerless Place?

· And why?
· For His name’s sake
· So that we can bring honor to his name
· Take note, it’s not the loss that brings honor
· By the redemption, restoration and revival that does.
· Our God is a good good father who takes no glory in our suffering

· Concerning the phrase “for his name’s sake” bible commentator Adam Clarke adds:
· "To display the glory of his grace, and not on account of any merit in me. God's motives of conduct towards the children of men are derived from the perfections and goodness of his own nature."
· It’s not my good works but God’s
· If I’m in need of redemptions, restoration and revival…
· I’m bringing nothing to the table
· Absolutely nothing.
· I’ve said it this way in the past:
· “If the Christian life is all about my dream, my vision, my discipline, my choices, my character, my sacrifices, my endurance and my generosity - then why do I need a Savior? For that matter, why do I need a God at all? However, if the Christian life is all about my brokenness, my failures, my weakness, sin and my utter bankrupted - desperate need to be loved... Then, I need a Savior to rescue my soul and a heavenly Father to love me lavishly and extravagantly.”
· Truly, the good news, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is for those in the powerless, not the powerful place.

· Listen to what happened at Matthew’s House
· Matthew 9:9-13

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.

While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

· His ways are NOT our ways
· His Kingdom culture is NOT like the culture of this world
· If you are sitting here weak and broken, know this…
· Jesus came for you!

· So, now with the foundation laid and the house built
· We move on to our key verse for this series

Verse 4
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
· More than once I have spiritually, physically and figuratively walked through the valley of the shadow of death
· Many of you have as well
· Is there any time, when we are more in need of the comfort of His presence?
· One of the lowest points in my life
· My second go around with cancer
· The chemo was especially difficult
· I was in so much pain
· I was scared, confused
· I hadn’t slept in days
· A side effect of the drugs
· In more despair and pain then I had ever felt up to that point in my life
· In the middle of the night, I left our bedroom, went to my study on the other side of our townhouse so not to disturb Nadine
· I opened up Facebook to distract myself
· It didn’t
· I asked God to take me
· He didn’t
· Instead a song began to play
· And I heard these words

When all of a sudden,
I am unaware
Of these afflictions eclipsed by glory
And I realize just how beautiful you are
and how great your affections are for me.

· And God’s presence touched me
· I broke and cried, and cried
· And a much need measure of relief came
· He was with me
· And His presence comforted me in a deeply powerless place 

· The TPT communicates verse 4 this way: 
· Lord, even when Your path takes me through the valley of deepest darkness fear will never conquer me, for You already have! You remain close to me and lead me through it all the way. Your authority is my strength and my peace. The comfort of Your love takes away my fear. I’ll never be lonely for You are near.
· If the Holy Spirit can lead Jesus into the wilderness…
· I guess he can lead us there as well
· Whether He leads us, or our circumstances, or we take myself there
· He remains close
· He leads us through
· His authority is our strength and peace
· The comfort of his love removes our fears
· It did for me that night
· And many other times as well

Verse 5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.
· Here we see, in action, the authority and strength of El Shaddai
· The God of more than enough
· Here we see what I call the “abbondanza” of God
· My grandmother would call us kids to dinner yelling
· [bookmark: _Hlk490744791]“Mangiare, manga, manga, abbondanza, abbondanza”
· Meaning eat and eat a lot!
· In the presence of our enemies
· Not our friends.
· In our powerless place
· Not in the powerful place
· God almighty set a table and says like grandma
· “Mangiare, manga, manga, abbondanza, abbondanza”

· The TPT says it this way: 
· You become my delicious feast even when my enemies dare to fight. You anoint me with the fragrance of Your Holy Spirit, You give me all I can drink of You until my heart overflows.
· He pours out his Spirit lavishly
· He fills our cups to overflowing
· Not just on the mountain tops
· By in the valleys of the shadow of death
· With this as our reality
· Verse 6 makes perfect sense

Verse 6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the Lord Forever.
· Or as the TPT says it: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk490812924]So why would I fear the future? For I’m being pursued only by Your goodness and unfailing love! Then afterwards - when my life is through I’ll return to Your glorious presence to be forever with You!
· If you are in the powerless place
· If you are in the valley of the shadow of death
· Please know this rock-solid truth…
· God has NOT forsaken or abandoned you
· He is with you
· Closer than you think
· And He loves you more than you know

Let’s Pray
· Oh God help us
· Meet us in the valleys
· Set that table before us in our powerless places

Ministry Time
· Are you in the powerless place?
· Do you need God to redeem and restore?
· Do you need Him to lead you on a better path?
· Are you in the valley of the shadow of death?
· To you need to manga in the presence of your enemies?
· Do you need some of that goodness and mercy?
· Do you need to be pursued only by His goodness and unfailing love?
· Do you have any need at all?
· Please come up for prayer at the final song
