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Introduction:
     In these verses Matthew records the conclusion to Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  In this conclusion Jesus wanted to make clear to His disciples precisely how they could gain entrance to the Kingdom of Heaven, and specifically what would cause them to be turned away at the gate.  Throughout the Old Testament we read that time and again the majority of this nation that God had formed lived in a way that was contrary to the covenant God had made with them and so time and time again the people experienced the curses of the covenant as punishment and also as training.  The training lay in the fact that God was teaching His people in the temporal realm how God would respond to their disobedience in eternity.  In this sermon to Jewish people who were professing at least some degree of faith in Jesus as the Messiah; Christ brings home this lesson about the eternal consequences of disobedience as never before.  It was done in the hope that some in the multitude would have ears to hear the truth, and a heart willing to respond in obedience to it.

I. The Declaration: (vs.21)
    Jesus begins this last portion of the sermon, with a warning; “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.”  The warning is that not everyone will enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  Put another way for modern Christians to understand; not everyone will be saved and have eternal life.  This warning would not be startling if it had been phrased in a general way.  After all, those who have even a passing familiarity with what the Bible teaches understand that it says there is eternal punishment for those who are deemed to be wicked.  However, Jesus’ warning is startling because of whom it is that the warning is directed to.  The warning is that not everyone who calls Jesus Lord will enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  This means that Jesus is not speaking about the unrepentant reprobate, or those who adhere to non-Christian religious traditions; He is saying not every professing Christians will enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  This is clearly the idea, because only a professed follower of Christ would be calling Him “Lord”.  The repetition of the title is for emphasis; the profession is meant to be one that is earnestly made.  In this context, addressing Jesus in this way means that the individuals He is referring to have professed faith in Him as the Messiah.  Therefore, though some who make a profession of faith in Christ are saved to eternal life; others are not.  The question is what is the factor that determines whether or not one gains entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven?
     Jesus answers that question in the second half of the verse; it is “he who does the will of My Father in Heaven”.  But what is the “will” of God the Father?  Simply, it is the ethical and spiritual instruction given in His Word.  The Scriptures articulate for us what God wants us to be, and to do.  Further Jesus does not say that it is those who “know” the will of God who enter the Kingdom of Heaven; He says it is those who “do” His will.  So Jesus is saying that obedience to what God has said in the Scriptures is what is necessary in order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.
     In light of this conclusion, some might respond by noting that elsewhere from a later time in Jesus’ ministry, He specified what it meant to do God’s will, and His answer is different than what I suggest here:

“Then they said to Him, ‘What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?’  Jesus answered and said to them, ‘This is the work of God, that you believe 
in Him whom He sent.’”
                                                                                             John 6:28-29

Here Jesus says that the “work” that one is to do, that leads to eternal life, is to believe in Jesus as the Christ.  This is absolutely true.  But one must be careful in using one verse of the Bible to comment on another.  One must be certain that both verses are speaking about the same thing.  What Jesus said in John 6:29 deals with a different nuance of the issue of salvation than what Jesus is speaking about in the last portion of the Sermon on the Mount.  In John six, the audience does not profess to believe, but in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus is addressing those who have professed to believe and yet says there is still something missing.
     At this juncture, some will undoubtedly be concerned that I am saying that salvation is not by grace alone, or by faith alone.  If I were, the concern would be valid because that would be heretical.  However, I am not saying that Jesus taught that one is saved by faith plus works; He was saying that no one is saved who does not do the will of God (meaning obedience to what God has taught).  Jesus’ point is not that human righteousness saves; His point is that genuine faith results in obedience to the will of God.  Therefore if that obedience is missing; then the one professing faith, actually does not genuinely believe.

II. The Explanation: (vs.22-23)
     Jesus Himself goes on to explain what He meant by His warning.  In this explanation we will see that Jesus is speaking about the sort of faith that saves, and distinguishing it from that faith that does not save.
     In verse twenty-two, Jesus gives us a deeper insight into the characteristics of those who will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  He said, “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’”  In speaking of “many” Jesus is tying in what He says here with His earlier instruction that it would be “many” who will choose to take the path that leads to destruction (vs.13).  This reinforces that the “many” in both verses are the majority of those who categorize themselves as disciples or followers of Christ.  The day in which these disciples say what they say, is the day of final judgment.  Once again they will assert that they regard Jesus as their Lord, and in the form of a rhetorical question point out that they had done extraordinary things in ministry.  Therefore, there is no lack of evidence that they were seriously involved in serving Christ.  This is important, because this makes it clear that Jesus is not just speaking about those who casually assent to the faith; He is also including those who engage in significant religious activity as well.
     Jesus in verse twenty-three gives His response to these many who point to their ministry efforts as reasons they should be allowed into the Kingdom of Heaven.  Jesus says, “And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!”  First, we notice that Jesus does not dispute that these individuals did these things.  The surprise is that doing those things is completely irrelevant to whether or not one will gain entrance to the Kingdom of God.  Instead, Jesus states that He will turn these individuals away because He never knew them.  Since Jesus says that He “never” knew them; it is clear that Jesus is not teaching that these individuals had been saved, and had since lost that.  Instead, there was never a point in their lives where they would have gained entrance to the Kingdom of Heaven.  But what does it mean for Jesus to know someone?  Clearly, since Jesus is God in the flesh, and glorified by the time of final judgment, Jesus is not saying He was intellectually unaware of that person’s existence.  Instead, the knowledge is meant in a relational sense; He had no ongoing relationship with them.  Throughout the NT it is revealed to us that there is a special relationship between believers and Christ.  Believers were given to Him by the Father (Jn.17:12); believers are incorporated into Christ at salvation and come into union with Him as a part of Him (I Cor.12:12-13); and believers are objects of His active love (Rom.8:35).  Therefore if Christ never had a relationship with these individuals, it means that God’s work of redemption had never taken place in their lives.
      Jesus also tells these professed followers that they are to depart from Him because they “practice lawlessness”.  The Greek word translated as “lawlessness” means that which is contrary to the Law, and suggests a lifestyle where God’s law is irrelevant.  The Greek word translated as “practice” refers to something that is done habitually, or that is characteristic of a person.  Therefore the individuals are turned away, because in spite of professing faith in Christ, despite making a decision to follow Christ, and regardless of their ministry efforts; these individuals were characterized by disobedience to the will of God revealed in His law.
     What we are meant to see, is that there is a resemblance between these who merely profess Christ, and the false prophets that Jesus warned His audience about earlier.  Neither are genuine; they are not what they portray themselves to be (7:15).  And what we see here is that a profession of faith is not proof of genuineness, nor is religious activity.
     This brings us back to the claim that these individuals make.  Twice Jesus says that these disciples who will not enter the Kingdom of God said, “lord, lord” to Jesus.  In a parallel passage in Luke, where he records Jesus teaching very similar things in a different sermon, we read that Jesus says to His followers:

“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord’, and not do the things which I say?”
                                                                                       Luke 6:46

These disciples claim that Jesus is their Lord.  However, in response Jesus asks them if He is their lord, why are they not obedient to Him?  In other words their profession is false.  One’s lord is a person that one obeys.  If one does not obey, than that other one is not really his or her lord.  In saying that these individuals were guilty of habitual lawlessness, Jesus was saying that they did not obey Him or His Father, and therefore they were not really following Him at all.  He was not their lord, they did not really believe in Him as their savior, and they had not genuinely repented.  Therefore, Jesus is saying that there are a large number of individuals who claim to be His followers, who really are not.  They are self-deceived.  So this is a warning to them prior to final judgment, to make sure that they genuinely believe in Him, and are genuinely seeking salvation from Him.  Only then will they receive the righteousness they need in order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

III. The Illustration: (vs.24-27)
      Jesus next proceeds to provide an illustration regarding the choice that lays before His audience in light of what He has been teaching them; “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.  But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”  In using the words “whoever” (vs.24) & “everyone” (vs.26) Jesus makes it clear that His warning is for anyone who has heard His teaching.  In Jewish tradition a person who is “wise” is someone who is sensible, prudent, and does what is best in light of their circumstances.  On the other had a person who is “foolish” is someone who doesn’t factor in the consequences of their choice when making a decision.  Jesus then referred to a known truism about construction.  If one builds on sand or dirt, and a strong rainstorm comes, the ground underneath one’s home will erode away and the house will collapse.  Therefore to do that is foolish.  On the other hand if one builds one’s home on bedrock the rain storm will not bring the house down, and so to build on rock is wise.  Jesus says this illustrates the two possible responses to listening to His teaching.  If one builds one’s life upon it then one is wise in spiritual things like the one is wise in material things if they build their house on rock.  If one does not take heed to what Jesus says it is spiritually unwise, and one will suffer loss like one who builds his home on sand.
     In the illustration, the rock represents security in time of judgment, the storm represents the judgment, and the houses represent the lives of the disciples.  Therefore, the illustration reinforces that the critical factor in gaining access to the Kingdom of Heaven is whether one obeys the Word of God as a manifestation of their belief in Christ. 

IV. The Reaction of the Crowd: (vs.28-29)
      Matthew having recorded the end of Jesus’ sermon, closes the chapter by informing the reader of His Gospel, how the multitude reacted to what they heard.  Matthew writes, “And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”  The Greek word translated as “astonished” means to be amazed or bewildered by something.  The verb is used in the imperfect tense, which indicates that they were not merely amazed for a moment, but the amazement stayed with them for a while.  Matthew then explains what it was about the sermon that amazed the crowd; “He taught them as one having authority”.  What Matthew means by this is that Jesus did not cite either God or ancient rabbis to establish that what He said reflected God’s will.  Instead, He based everything He said in His own personal authority.  This was something that the contemporary religious leaders of Israel did not do.  The implication is clear.  His words were binding upon the souls of those to whom He spoke, because He was God in the flesh.

Conclusion:
     The issue in this conclusion is whether or not one truly believes the things they profess.  The reality is that there are many who call themselves Christians or followers of Christ who do not genuinely believe the things they say they believe.  Jesus teaches us that true faith expresses itself in life change.  Specifically for the disciple that means a life that is oriented to doing and fulfilling the will of God.
     This message calls into question a form of evangelism that stresses the need to make a decision quickly.  The urgency of the matter is not in doubt.  But what is important is to stress the necessity to really believe the Gospel, rather than merely assent to its teachings.
