Gifts of the Spirit 3

I Intro
1. Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

2. Gifts of the Spirit 1
A. Answered Three Questions:
a. Who was Paul writing to?
i. The Church in Corinth, a spirit filled church in a pagan culture
b. Why was he writing to them?
i. Correction and Instructions
ii. Chapter 12: Instruction concerning the Gifts of the Spirit
· He doesn’t want us ignorant concerning the Gifts
· The one true and same God is the only source of these Gifts
· There is a diversity of gifts given by the same God as he determines
· The gifts are given for the good of the community
· And they are interdependent on one another
c. What does it mean for us?
i. If the gifts operated then, they should operate now.
ii. We too ought not be ignorant of the Gifts
iii. Let’s figure out how to do this in the most life giving way

3. Last Week: Gifts of the Spirit
A. Continuing to lay a foundation for the series
a. 24 different scripture references to establish the following points
B. We’re called to continue the Ministry of Jesus
a. To Reveal the Father
b. To Reconcile Man to God
c. To Undo the works of the devil
C. Jesus Accomplished this by:
a. By the power of the Holy Spirit
b. And by dependence on the Father
c. We do the same thing the same way Jesus did
D. Specifically. we do this with the Gifts of the Spirit
a. Spiritual Gifts are manifestations of the Spirit that communicate and demonstrate God’s love and power.
b. We do this with kingdom power and authority
i. Power: enablement
ii. Authority: Permission
E. Concerning the Gifts
a. We’re gifted to serve
b. Gifts are given not earned
c. Gifts are tools
d. Gifts are messy
F. How do we receive the gifts of the Spirit
a. We ask God
b. We trust God
c. Empowerment: the Baptism of the Holy Spirit
d. Impartation
e. Risk: 
i. We learn by doing: OJT
ii. If you want to learn how to swim you have to get in the water
iii. You can’t learn how to swim by reading books or listening to lectures 

4. Today: Gifts of the Spirit 3
A. We begin looking at the gifts of discernment: the Eyes of God
a. Wisdom, knowledge and discernment
B. For each I’ll briefly cover
a. What is the gift?
b. What is its purpose
c. How does it work
d. Offer some biblical models
C. Today we’ll look at Wisdom

5. Read and pray 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
A. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.

B. Let’s look at the gifts of wisdom, knowledge and discernment
a. Last week I introduced the term “gracelets” referring to spiritual gifts. It a term used by John Wimber and Peter Wagner meaning: “Little portions of God’s grace”. 


II Gifts of Discernment: The Eyes of God
1. John Wimber Quote:
A. “The gracelets of discernment – Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge and Discernment of Spirits, are gifts of supernatural insight. They “see” things as God sees them. Speech is required in order to communicate these discernments. These gracelets meet the Christian’s need for having God’s insight into circumstances. They are not perceptions from a rational base. A person cannot think them up on their own or communicate them on their own. They are trans-rational, in other words, beyond our own rationale.”
B. It is a supernatural capability beyond that which we have cultivated through human effort, education or life experience.

III A Word of Wisdom
1. Definition:
A. A Word of Wisdom is:
a. An utterance inspired by God and spoken by an individual. 
b. It reveals a part of the total wisdom of God. 
c. It is seeing what God sees in a situation and saying it. 
d. It is applying God’s wisdom to a specific situation.
B. The gift of the Word of Wisdom is: 
a. The special ability that God gives to members of the body of Christ to receive instant insight on how a given revelation (Word of Knowledge or Prophecy) may best be applied to a specific situation or need arising in the body of Christ, or how a give a given situation or need is to be resolved or helped or healed.
C. Let me say it another way:
a. Knowledge is discovering that a desert path is 12.4 miles long.
i. Wisdom is packing enough water for the hike.

2. Purpose:
A. Problem Solving, Counseling & Teaching
a. Useful to parents, leaders, employees and employers
b. As well as in the church, in ministry
B. The Practical Effects:
a. Wisdom grasps together the what, the why and the when to properly apply the how.
b. Wisdom makes proper application of the revelation received
i. It’s particularly useful in both public ministry setting or personal one on one ministry settings
c. After I’ve “seen” something in the spirit Wisdom lets me know what to do with it.
i. Personal Example:
· Revelation let’s me see chains on a person
· Wisdom enables me to communicate that they need to be set free
d. It allows you to speak constructively and not destructively into another person’s life.
e. It’s very helpful when praying for healing, 
i. it shows you how to best pray for this specific person in their specific situation
f. It enables you to speak life and hope into difficult situations
g. It can keep you out of trouble and it can get you out of trouble
h. It often causes awe and wonder in people and they give glory to God

3. How does it work
A. Often there is an overlapping of Gifts working together. This is especially true of wisdom, knowledge and prophecy
B. You will perceive in a revelatory way what is being said or done from God’s perspective
C. Sometimes it’s comes as a revelatory picture in the mind’s eye
D. Sometimes it’s coupled with a word of Knowledge providing facts you would not otherwise know
E. Sometimes a word of wisdom spoken with all the characteristics of a spoken prophetic word
a. Example: staff meetings with John Paul Jackson and in mid conversation he’s make this shift from JPJ the man into JPJ the prophet.
i. Sometimes it was subtle and other times you could sense the spiritual atmosphere in the room change.
F. The word of wisdom often comes in the moment
a. In the midst of the conversation or dialogue
G. Sometimes you can feel the Holy Spirit on yourself as you’re speaking
a. I’ve even said to myself in those moments “wow, that was good, that must have been God because I’ve never thought of that before.”
H. Often for me personally it comes in the language of analogy.
a. I can communicate understanding parabolically
b. “Hey, you know, it’s kind of like when…”


IV Three Biblical Models of Word of Wisdom
1. Solomon – 1 Kings 3:16-28
16 Now two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. 17 One of them said, “Pardon me, my lord. This woman and I live in the same house, and I had a baby while she was there with me. 18 The third day after my child was born, this woman also had a baby. We were alone; there was no one in the house but the two of us.
19 “During the night this woman’s son died because she lay on him. 20 So she got up in the middle of the night and took my son from my side while I your servant was asleep. She put him by her breast and put her dead son by my breast. 21 The next morning, I got up to nurse my son - and he was dead! But when I looked at him closely in the morning light, I saw that it wasn’t the son I had borne.”
22 The other woman said, “No! The living one is my son; the dead one is yours.”
But the first one insisted, “No! The dead one is yours; the living one is mine.” And so they argued before the king.
23 The king said, “This one says, ‘My son is alive and your son is dead,’ while that one says, ‘No! Your son is dead and mine is alive.’”
24 Then the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So they brought a sword for the king. 25 He then gave an order: “Cut the living child in two and give half to one and half to the other.”
26 The woman whose son was alive was deeply moved out of love for her son and said to the king, “Please, my lord, give her the living baby! Don’t kill him!”
But the other said, “Neither I nor you shall have him. Cut him in two!”
27 Then the king gave his ruling: “Give the living baby to the first woman. Do not kill him; she is his mother.”
28 When all Israel heard the verdict the king had given, they held the king in awe, because they saw that he had wisdom from God to administer justice.
A. The Problem (verses 16-22)
a. There are two mothers and two children
b. One child dies of suffocation
c. Both mothers claim the remaining child as their own
B. The Word of Wisdom (verses 24-25)
a. “bring me a sword, divide the child in two, give half to one and half to the other”
C. The Result (verse 26-27)
a. The real mother was willing to give up the child to save it’s life
b. And as a result was given back her child
c. Now that’s wisdom!
D. Additional Observation: (verse 28)
a. The people perceived that the wisdom of God was in the king to render justice

2. Jesus – Matthew 22:15-22
15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”
18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.

A. The Problem: (verse 18)
a. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?
B. The Word of Wisdom (verses 19-21
a. “Show me the coin… whose imaige is this?
b. Give to Caesar the things that are Caesars and give to God the things that are God’s”
C. The Result (verse 22)
a. The people were amazed

3. James – Acts 15:5-27
5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.”
6 The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”
12 The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them. 13 When they finished, James spoke up. “Brothers,” he said, “listen to me. 14 Simon has described to us how God first intervened to choose a people for his name from the Gentiles. 15 The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written:
16 “‘After this I will return
    and rebuild David’s fallen tent.
Its ruins I will rebuild,
    and I will restore it,
17 that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord,
    even all the Gentiles who bear my name,
says the Lord, who does these things’—
18     things known from long ago.
19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 20 Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. 21 For the law of Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.”
The Council’s Letter to Gentile Believers
22 Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, men who were leaders among the believers. 23 With them they sent the following letter:
The apostles and elders, your brothers,
To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:
Greetings.
24 We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said. 25 So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul - 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we are writing.
A. The Problem (Verse 5-12)
a. The circumcision of the Gentiles
b. The Jerusalem church struggled to solve this theological problem and it’s practical application under a new covenant
c. Does the new covenant require adherence to the old?
B. The Word of Wisdom (verses 13-21)
a. James spoke
b. Do not make it difficult for the Gentiles… but write… to abstain…
C. The Result (verse 22)
a. There was agreement on the action to be taken
b. Can you see how the church today would benefit greatly from more of this spiritual gift operating in our midst?
D. Next week: Word of Knowledge


V Ministry Time
1. I want to add experience to instruction with this series
A. So each week we’ll be making space for the Holy Spirit to minister 
2. Everybody please stand
A. Let’s pray
B. Holy Spirit come and move with your gifts among us
C. Go where the Holy Spirit leads
