Rivers and Waterfalls 

Introduction 

1. Talk about Jim last week – his river and waterfall vision. 

Revelation 22:1-2 (NIV) 

1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 

Psalms 42:7-8 

7 Deep calls to deep 
       in the roar of your waterfalls; 
       all your waves and breakers 
       have swept over me.

 8 By day the LORD directs his love, 
       at night his song is with me— 
       a prayer to the God of my life.

Metaphoric characteristics of a river: 

1. A river is not an end in itself, but it serves as a tributary to connect one body of water to another. 

2. A river must have an outlet. 

a. In the natural, a river doesn't just flow and flow. 

b. It empties into another body of water: 

i. An ocean, lake, or another river. 

3. Even as the river must have an outlet, it must have a source. 

a. That source must be higher than itself. 

b. Although it originates in the mountaintops, a river does not stay there; it flows downstream, to reach the valleys. 

c. When flowing freely, the river of God…

i.  joins our relationship with God (mountain) to the place of need (valley). 

ii. The higher the mountain, the greater the flow. 

iii. The deeper the valley, the greater the flow, the stronger the power of the current.

4. Most  of the time rivers don't flow indiscriminately; 

a. they have direction. 

b. The waters flows in a well-defined channel, within the boundaries of its banks 

i. with rare exception, follows the laws of gravity. 
ii. Only when out of control, as in a flood, does nature deviate from this pattern. 
5. Rivers alter their landscape: 
a. They erode rough edges off rocks, 
b. They carry boulders downhill 
c. They make impressions everywhere they go. 
d. The river changes whatever it touches

e. We are never again the same.
6. When properly harnessed a river can become a source of power
7. Because the water in a river is constantly moving, it cannot be…

a. Framed, canned, or frozen completely solid. 
b. Lakes can freeze, but rivers flow 
8. Dikes or dams restrain a river interfere with the prescribed pattern.
9. Rivers carry vessels yielded to it, without effort, by just "being there." 
10. A river does not flow straight down a mountainside. 
a. It twists and turns. 
b. God's ways are not predictable. He doesn't do things the same way every time. 
11. The river is cleansing

a. This speaks of holiness, purification. 
b. The river of life is described as "clear as crystal" (Revel 22:1) 
c. The "river of life" 
i. 1) sustains the life within itself (i.e., fish) and 
ii. 2) distributes life everywhere it goes (to plants and animals along its shores). 
d. Ezekiel 47:7-9 says along "the bank of the river there were very many trees on the one side and on the other. ...  and leaves for healing
Metaphoric characteristics of a waterfall:

      1. What is the waterfall?

      2. Dramatic change?


Change of direction from horizontal to vertical

      3. Power
· Niagara Falls: 

· More than 6 million cubic feet of water falls over the crest line every minute in high flow,

· And almost 4 million cubic feet on average.

· It is the most powerful waterfall in North America

· Niagara is the largest electricity producer in New York State

· The capacity output is close to 4.9 million kilowatts. That's enough to power 3.8 millions homes.
      4. A Tipping Point? 

· The point at which a slow, reversible change becomes irreversible, often with dramatic consequences.

· the moment of critical mass, the threshold, the boiling point; the point when everyday things reach epidemic proportions.

· Tipping points are "the levels at which the momentum for change becomes unstoppable

· For example: A virus, cabbage patch kids, facebook

Context was holiness. Holiness as a process. 

Application

      1. Get in the river.

      2. Remember at the beginning of the year I said, “We were going to the other side.”  
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