Last week Beau introduced series of “Why Me, Lord” sometimes life is bad but God is always good. 

STORMS WILL BREW, BUT WE DON’T HAVE TO STEW
· We may never know why things happen. We aren’t built to understand God. 

Continuing on with this series: 

Matthew 8:23-27 - 23 Then he [Jesus] got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24 Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” 26 He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. 27The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”

Let’s focus on the disciples for a moment:

· Andrew, Peter, James, John were known fishermen. 
· That was their profession so they had surely seen some storms before. 
(Thomas and Bartholomew’s professions were unknown but it is thought they too were fishermen.) 
· That would mean 6 of the 12 disciples made their living by being on the sea. 
· Fishing was their expertise yet this storm was out of their comfort zone. 
This could give us some insight as to how bad this particular storm was. 

Following Jesus doesn’t mean we will have smooth sailing. Sometimes it seems we are hit even more. 

Read a saying the other day that has stuck with me: 

If Satan can’t get you to Hell, he will try to stop you from living for Heaven. 

When we are having to be on the defense, it is often too easy to bash whoever we think is responsible. If we are blaming God for our storm, it can be difficult to want to praise him. 

One example of a seasoned Christian that was hit by some severe storms was Job. 
· He was rich, called the greatest man among the people in the east, even God calls him blameless and upright
· Satan comes to question God, almost of favoritism. 
Job 1:9-11
	9 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 10 “Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. 11 But now stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.”

Satan is trying to convict God of protecting Job from temptation and storms. When life is going great, why would you not praise the Lord, right? Satan is saying “hey let me tempt him if he is so devoted to you. I bet I can bring out his real character.” 

God believes in Job because He agrees to Satan’s request. 

Point out TWO big things right here:
1. Satan is subordinate to God. (definition: under the authority of)

He can’t do something without God having given him that power. Satan is NOT parallel to God. Satan can tempt us to make bad choices, but he cannot force us. God set out for humanity two endings, it is our choice which we arrive at. 

Deut. 30:19 
This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live

      2. Job’s storm was not connected to any evil deed. 
He was not being punished for a sin. 
	
I know a woman who has lost all three of her children in horrific ways. 
· One drown on his honeymoon, one died of a seizure he got after he fell off his bed as a child, and the other a car accident. 
· This woman loved God but she believed she was being punished for something. We would often have long talks about why God would take away her children from her that she loved. She thought it was because she loved them too much. 
· It was a hard thing to watch her battle with a storm that seemed never-ending. 

So, why would God do this? 
We may never know. But by looking at Job’s story, I think we can say God is definitely using it to His glory and to refine our faith. 

Diamond example: 
Diamonds are pressed and cut down to reveal a beautiful gem that is treasured all around the world. 
But a rough diamond is not as pretty or as sought after as a cut diamond. 
Once the rough diamond is cut, it will fulfill the purpose the consumer has for it- a ring, a necklace, etc. 
· We go through extreme circumstances and situations sometimes to be formed into the exact piece of the puzzle God is calling us to fill. 

Let’s look further at what Job’s storm can tell us. 

Job is a well-known man in his part of the world. He is rich, he is a man of God, he is upright and blameless. 

1st act against Job- Sabeans making off with the 500 donkeys and 500 oxen. The servants helping with that were all killed except one that was messenger to Job. 

2nd act- Fire came and burned up all 7,000 sheep and the servants helping except one to be messenger. 

3rd act- 3,000 camels stolen by the Chaledeans and killed servants helping except one. 

4th act- children (7 sons, 3 daughters) killed while they were all together 

This all happened in a very short time span. As one messenger was telling him the bad news, another would be right there to continue it. 

Job was hit hard and his life was literally shattered to pieces. But what does he do?

Job 1:20-22 
20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship 21 and said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb,  and naked I will depart.[a] The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised. 22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.
Point 1: JOB PRAISED GOD IN THE STORM.
Honestly, not how many of us would react. I for sure wouldn’t. I like to think I would but in reality, I would be upset and questioning God for destroying everything I had. 
Job realized that what he had and loved, wasn’t even his to begin with. It was on loan from the Lord and he just had the blessing to look after it. 
So Satan is not pleased because it did not go as planned. I imagine God is smirking and Satan is fuming at this. Satan asks for another chance:
Job 2:4-5
4 “Skin for skin!” Satan replied. “A man will give all he has for his own life. 5 But now stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your face.”
I imagine God laughed a little as He was told Satan to go ahead but to spare his life. 
(Reminder: God is not giving Satan permission. Satan already had this power but he didn’t realize it. This shows God’s power and knowledge over Satan.)
Job gets painful sores from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head. Job’s own wife made fun of him for trusting God still. She told him “to curse God and go die.” (2:9) 
Job would have none of it. He replied “shall we accept good from God and not trouble?” (2:10) 
Important to remember: In all of what Job said and did, he did not sin. 
Point 2: JOB REMAINED FAITHFUL DURING THE STORM. 
At this point, Job is suffering BAD. If I was him, I would be depressed and having a major pity party, crying to God and blaming Him. Asking “Why me, Lord!” 
Chapters 3-37 are of Job and his friends talking about why God could be doing this. The three friends end up trying to convince Job that he must have a sin he is refusing to admit because they believe he is being punished. Job denies that but still doesn’t understand why it could be happening. 
It isn’t until Chapter 38 that God decides to speak. 
Look at what this verse says, I did not change the wording but in my translation (NIV) it had this to fit perfectly with our message 
Job 38:1 
	Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm. 
How incredible. While we are in the midst of the storm, we can’t always see the good that will become of it. Hindsight is 20/20 as it is said and is often proved to be true. 
OUR STORMS ARE GOD’S WAY OF SHAPING US AND GUIDING US TO GREATER BLESSINGS.
There are 42 chapters in Job. His storm went on for 37 chapters, but what God did in 38 changed his life. Because of Job’s faithfulness to God, he was blessed twice as much as he was before the storm. 
Job 42:10-17
10 After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord restored his fortunes and gave him twice as much as he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him before came and ate with him in his house. They comforted and consoled him over all the trouble the Lord had brought on him, and each one gave him a piece of silver[a] and a gold ring. 12 The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the former part. He had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys.13 And he also had seven sons and three daughters. 14 The first daughter he named Jemimah, the second Keziah and the third Keren-Happuch. 15 Nowhere in all the land were there found women as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father granted them an inheritance along with their brothers. 16 After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his children and their children to the fourth generation. 17 And so Job died, an old man and full of years.
People saw Job’s struggles and the pain he went through. They also saw how he remained faithful and how he was rewarded double what he had from the Lord. 
The Lord used Job to His glory to show the other people how powerful He is. 
As Beau mentioned last week, storm season is approaching in Oklahoma. But that is just what it is, a season. 
Looking at Job we can see that a bad storm season does not mean a bad life. 
Sometimes we think our storm is too great for God to handle. Like the disciplines in the boat in Matthew 8. They were terrified. But when they called upon Jesus, he rescued them from it. 
Our storms may be big; they may be scary, but they are nothing compared to our Savior. 
No matter what season of life you are in, storms can hit and it often happens in the blink of an eye. 
Bring your storm to the Lord and he will deliver you from it. 
We may never understand the purpose, but we can always trust that the Lord is leading us to blessings greater than we can imagine, whether that is here on earth, or in Heaven. 
__________________________________________________________________________
Bow heads and close eyes.
We are all in different seasons of life but we have all faced storms. You might be here today, struggling in a storm that you don’t know how to handle. 
The good news is that we don’t have to handle our storms. We can bring them to Jesus and he will calm them, we just need to have faith that he is working for our good.  
This storm you may be facing is not forever. Just like Job, your chapter 38 is coming. Your blessings will be more than you can imagine. 
Maybe you are here today and you don’t know Jesus. You want to call on him to calm your storm but you haven’t even given him your heart. You can do that today right there in your seat. You can confess to him that you know you are a sinner but you believe He died for your sins and that he has the power to calm the storms in your life. 
If you made that decision today, someone will be up in a minute to show you how to connect with us so that we can ride beside you on your new relationship with Christ. 
__________________________________________________________________________




 

