Live Love 3

I. Intro

1. Open Bibles to Matthew 18:21
2. Live Love Series

A. Live Love 1

a. 1 Cor 13

b. What Does it Mean to Live Love

c. How Do we Do it

B. Live Love 2

a. John 15 Vine & Branches text

b. Staying Connected t0 Love

c. Two paradigms looking at this text

i. Fruitfulness or Relationship
· remaining/abiding
d. Connection between Love & freedom
i. The most loving act of all time was also the most liberating

ii. The Church needs to be set free from PBC

· Performance Based Christianity

iii. It’s difficult if not impossible to Live Love without Freedom

· Free copies of all these messages are on our new website:

· www.thebridgelongisland.com

3. Today: Live Love 3 – Forgiveness

A. Take a look at Jesus’ parable of the unmerciful servant in Matthew 18
B. What Forgiveness isn’t
C. What Forgiveness is
4. Read & Pray Matthew 18:21-35 (NASB)
21Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, (A)how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to (B)seven times?"

 22Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to (C)seventy times seven.

 23"For this reason (D)the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to (E)settle accounts with his slaves.

 24"When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him [a]ten thousand talents was brought to him.

 25"But since he (F)did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him (G)to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made.

 26"So the slave fell to the ground and (H)prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.'

 27"And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and (I)forgave him the debt.

 28"But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred[b]denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.'

 29"So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.'

 30"But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed.

 31"So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened.

 32"Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.

 33'(J)Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?'

 34"And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him.

 35"(K)My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart."

a. Let’s Pray…
II. Live Love & Forgiveness

1. If we want to be a people who LIVE LOVE we must forgive

2. Forgiveness is one of the most practical expressions of Living Love

3. Josh McDowell says that…

A. “Forgiveness is the oil of Relationships”

a. It has the amazing ability to reduce friction and dissipate heat.

4. Jesus said that 

A. “All men will know we are his disciples if we love one another.”

B. Forgiveness is one of the most visible example of true Christian Love

a. It sets apart from the world and it’s standard

5. Let’s take a closer look at Jesus’ take on Forgiveness in Matthew 18

A. David Guizak’s Study Guide on Matthew 18 was a very useful tool in preparing today’s message

III.  Peter’s question & Jesus’s response about forgiveness

1. Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven."

A. Up to seven times? 
a. Peter is trying to sound extremely loving by suggesting forgiving a repentant brother up to seven times
b. The cultural norm of that time according to the teachings of the Jewish Rabbis was three 
B. Up to seventy times seven: 
a. I’m sure Jesus’ answer surprises Peter 
b. 70 x 7 = an unlimited number of times
c. I doubt Jesus was saying OK the 491st time you can withhold forgiveness.
d. Jesus goes on to make his point, as he so often did, with a story, a parable.

IV. The Parable of the unforgiving servant (vs 23-34)

1. Who owed him ten thousand talents: 
A. Commentators list the modern value of 10,000 talents as anywhere between $12 million and $1 billion
B. The figure clearly represents an unpayable debt.
2. His master commanded that he be sold: 
A. The master had the right to sell the man, his family and all he owned to apply to the debt

B. In reality this would barely put a dent in the debt

C. Top price for a slave was one talent each.

3. The master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt: The 
A. Verse 26 The servant begs for mercy and gets it.

B. The master moved by compassion shows mercy
a. Forgiving a debt that obviously could never be repaid, no matter what empty promises the servant made.
4. Now the scene changes…
A. The forgiven servant confronts another man about a debt of 100 denarii 
a. 100 denarii =  about 100 day’s wages.
b. Not an insignificant amount, but nothing compared to the debt forgiven him by his master.
B. Have patience with me, and I will pay you all: 
a. Sound Farmilar?

b. It should, it’s the same approach the servant had used on his master – Mercy!
c. But to no avail

i. the forgiven servant puts the man into a debtor’s prison.
5. Back to the Master

A. You wicked servant . . . delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him: 
a. The master hears what happened and is very angry

i. He then gives the first servant what he deserved

· Judgment instead of mercy.
V. Application

1. In Verse 35 Jesus applies the parable

A. Forgiveness, from the heart, is required of all who have been forgiven.
a. “My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart."
b. These are very sobering verses

i. They put the fear of the Lord in my heart

ii. Keep in mind – this is Jesus speaking in parabolic form about His Father, our Father

B. I know the debt I have been forgiven

a. Truly a debt I could never pay, never.

b. Any debt owed me is insignificant in comparison. 
c. Honestly - No man can possibly offend me to the extent that my sins have offended God. 
i. Wouldn’t you agree?

C. Verse 35 makes unforgiveness one of these most dangerous things a Christian can do.

a. In light of what has been forgiven us, we have no right to withhold forgiveness from another person

2. Quotes
A. Patty Mapes

a. “Unforgiveness is like drinking poison and hoping someone gets sick”

i. Unforgiveness is death to our spirit

· just like poison to our bodies

ii. We think we have imprisoned the person when in reality we are the one who is in bondage

B. George Herbert (Welsh poet & priest)

a. “He who can not forgive breaks the bridge over which he himself must pass.”

b. That’s a word for us, a clear word

i. Unforgiveness will break this church

3. Forgiveness isn’t

A. Saying the other person wasn’t wrong

B. Saying the other person was right

C. Saying it didn’t hurt or it didn’t happen

a. Denial or repression

D. A feeling or an emotion

4. Forgiveness is

A. A choice, a decision of the will

a. Sometimes a choice I have had to repeat again and again and again

i. 70x7 times?

b. I choose to forgive

i. Sometimes I have to say it out loud

c. Eventually my feelings catch up

i. I can see them or drive past their house without anger creatinga huge knot in my stomach 

B. Canceling the debt

a. I’m tearing up the IOU

b. I’m not seeking repayment, retribution or revenge

c. I’m trusting God expecting Justice from Him

5. A House Divided

A. In Matthew 12 Jesus says

a. "Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand.

b. With all my heart I believe that God purposes to do God Sized Things with this Church

c. As I have told you since I got here God Sized Things require a foundation of loving and trusting relationships

d. Forgiveness will begin to repair the cracks in our foundation and prepare us for God Sized Things

e. Forgiveness builds tears down walls and Bridges

f. Forgiveness IS LIVING LOVE

B. Homework

a. Ask God to reveal to you who you need to forgive

i. Then decide in your heart to cancel that debt

ii. If you need to go to that person and ask for their forgiveness do it.

iii. If you need my help, call me.

b. The Bridge – Long Island has a long history and a promising future

i. Ignore problems don’t make them go away

ii. If we are going to be real with one another, we are going to hut one another

iii. If you want real relationship it’s not a matter of if you’ll hurt one another it’s a matter of when.

· To finish this race we MUST become good at forgiveness
· There no day like today to start.

VI. Ministry Time:

1. If you are having trouble forgiving come forward and I’ll pray for you

2. Let’s Pray.

A. Saw someone with empty pockets, nothing left to give… give yourself, He wants you
B. Is 43:19 God is doing a new thing – we’re invited.  We can join Him in the new thing He is doing or we can continue doing what he did.

