Paul’s Farewell Address

Introduction:
     On January 17th, 1961, President Dwight Eisenhower gave his final address 
to the nation just a few days before handing the administration of the nation to a new chief executive.  In the speech, President Eisenhower said the following:

“Now this conjunction of an immense military establishment and a large arms industry is new in the American experience. The total influence—economic, political, even spiritual—is felt in every city, every Statehouse, every office of
the Federal government. We recognize the imperative need for this development. Yet, we must not fail to comprehend its grave implications. Our toil, resources,
and livelihood are all involved. So is the very structure of our society.  In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists and will persist. We must never let the weight of this combination endanger our liberties or democratic processes. We should take nothing for granted. Only an alert and knowledgeable citizenry can compel the proper meshing of the huge industrial and military machinery of defense with our peaceful methods and goals, so that security 
and liberty may prosper together.”

The president that would succeed Eisenhower represented a new generation taking over the leadership of the nation.  President Eisenhower gave this warning because as the United States went forward its citizens needed to keep these things in mind in order to successfully navigate the future which awaited that generation of Americans.
   In certain ways, Paul’s second letter to Timothy parallels the speech that President Eisenhower gave that day.  This letter would also be Paul’s last official instructions to a new generation of Christians.  Paul was also issuing warnings and reminders about the nature of the struggle that lay ahead that the coming generation of Christians needed to know in order to successfully pursue the ministry that the Lord Jesus Christ had entrusted to them.
     But in general, how are Christians to view the Pastoral Epistles?  Are they simply designed to instruct full-time Christians and leaders how they are to fulfill their responsibilities?  Is there any application of these things to the majority of Christians who are not called to full-time ministry?  Or is the only use for this material for the Church at large simply to know what full-time ministers are accountable to do in their roles?
     In another one of Paul’s letters, he explains what the role is meant to be for those who are in full-time ministry:

“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in 
all things into Him who is the head — Christ —  from whom the whole body, 
joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the 
effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the 
body for the edifying of itself in love.”
                                                                                    Ephesians 4:11-16

Paul explained that Christ gave His people full-time ministers in order to equip them to do the ministry that they were all called to do.  Therefore, the Pastoral letters are intended to teach all of the saints how ministry is to be done (a task that all Christians have some part in), and Paul directed the instruction to those acting as shepherds simply because they were to take responsibility to help the saints succeed in their calling.  For centuries, the church was seen as an institution with officers and a hierarchy.  Ministry was seen to be the responsibility only of those who were ordained as clergy; while the laity were simply to be obedient, to pray, and to finance the institution.  That distortion of the church is something modern Christians need to continue to fight against.  Churches were always intended to be built around the model of family, where everyone who was a part of the family was involved in fulfilling the purposes given to us by our Heavenly Father. 
     So, all Christians should understand that in this letter, Paul was passing down to us inspired insights meant to help the Christian fellowship as a whole understand our calling, and the principles by which we can succeed in that calling.

I. Understand the Times: (3:1-9)
   The first thing that Paul would want us to keep in mind is that we must understand the times in which we live.  Paul admonished Timothy, “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come” (vs.1).  The meaning of the expression “last days” has been significantly distorted by many popular teachers of eschatology.  These teachers suggest that the “last days” refers to an uncertain amount of time that takes place just prior to the beginning of the Day of the LORD.  It is suggested that period will be marked by evidence of the beginning of the fulfillment of prophecies relating to the return of Christ.  The rationale is that the expression means the last days of the Church age.  However, no passage of Scripture actually distinguishes the last years of the Church age as the “last days”.  Instead, the entire concept is based upon faulty assumptions and sloppy hermeneutics.  Here in Second Timothy three there is nothing said about these last days that would enable us to know what time period Paul had in mind when he used this expression.  However, other passages are crystal clear regarding the time period that the writers of the New Testament had in mind:

“But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, ‘Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words.  For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.  But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 'And it shall come to pass in 
the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, 
your old men shall dream dreams.’”
                                                                                       Acts 2:14-17

Peter refers to Joel’s prophecy of the “last days” as being fulfilled at Pentecost.  Therefore, Peter was saying that the “last days” were in effect at the very beginning of the Church age.
 
“God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds”
                                                                                       Hebrews 1:1-2

The author of Hebrews speaks of God’s revelation through Christ as taking place in the “last days”, and of course this is in reference to Christ’s earthly ministry.  In addition, the contrast is with the Old Testament period, and the use of the demonstrative pronoun “these” rather than “those” indicates that the author was using the expression to refer to his own time, not sometime in the uncertain future.

“Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you!  Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten.  Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days.  Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.”
                                                                                         James 5:1-4

James was writing to believers who were his contemporaries; some of whom were greedy land-owners.  James confronted what these men had been doing in the recent past, and states that it was taking place “in the last days”, speaking of his and their present time.
     Together these verses make it abundantly clear that the last days refers to the Messianic days that began with the first advent of Christ, and will end with His second advent.  This is further supported by the fact that in the Old Testament, references to the “latter days” (an expression that is equivalent to the New Testament expression “last days”) indicates it refers to the Messianic period in general, in contrast to the period of the Old Covenant (Isa.2:2; Ezek.38:16; Dan.2:28; 10:14; Hos.3:4-5).
     The reason for making this point is that Paul is not instructing Timothy to prepare for some future period that might or might not take place in his lifetime; but was instructing him how to conduct ministry in light of the time he was already living in.
     Paul writes that the last days are “perilous”.  The Greek word that Paul used refers to trouble or hardship that is caused by those who are violent and dangerous.  Part of Paul’s warning relates to the physical danger that he and others faced (a poignant observation in light of the fact that he had been sentenced to death, and was awaiting the time of his execution).  But even more importantly, they were not living in an age that would be conducive to serving God (as many of the Jews would have been anticipating in regard to the last days), instead they would be days that would be dangerous to their spiritual lives, to their devotion to God, and to their commitment to obey the calling to faithfully spread the Gospel.  The focus on the spiritual danger rather than the physical is highlighted in the following verses.
     Paul then wrote “For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!  For of this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (vs.2-7).  From the initial description, the reader might be inclined to assume that Paul was describing what people in the world in general will be characterized by.  But the shocking truth is that Paul is speaking about those who profess to be Christians.  This is made clear by the reference to them having a form of godliness, and that they creep into households (the imagery of sneaking in; means that one is not aware of their true intentions or nature).  Therefore, Paul is warning Timothy, and by extension, Christians in general, that we will be faced with the reality that individuals claiming to be among the people of God, will actually have terribly corrupt moral lives; they will be characterized by profound wickedness rather than by holiness.  When one examines the list above, what we find is that it is consistent with what is now and has been for centuries the sorts of sins quite commonly found in the lives of professing Christians.  Therefore, what Paul told us would happen, is happening, and has been happening since the first century.  The purpose in the warning is that these sinners are not harmless, but in fact will also have an influence on the genuinely saved; creating an atmosphere in most churches which hinders rather than aids true conversion and spiritual growth.  Paul wants us to be aware of this, and this awareness informs believers that not only do they need to convert people on the outside of the fellowship, but some on the inside as well.
     Paul continues in this train of thought by adding; “Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith; but they will progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as theirs also was” (vs.8-9).  If one looks up the names Jannes and Jambres, one will find that this is the only place in the Bible that they are mentioned by name.  So, the natural question is, who were they, and why did Paul make mention of them here?  According to Jewish tradition, these were names of the Egyptian magicians who were called upon by Pharaoh to duplicate the miracles performed by Moses.  The reason these men are mentioned here is because they serve as ideal examples to illustrate the sort of resistance to the truth that one will encounter from false believers.  They attempt to deceive people regarding the things of God in order to keep them in their slavery to Satan.  They promote ungodliness, by encouraging others to understand religion as revolving around a god or gods that do not exist, rather than building one’s life around the God who truly does exist.  They teach a religion that approves of immorality and sin.  It is a common phenomenon in Evangelical churches that individuals will come into fellowships with the intent of spreading their own perverted ideas about the faith, that revolve around excusing or justifying ungodliness.  Having been warned that this is what the believer will face, we must be diligent to lovingly confront those who do not know the truth themselves and who would seek to distort the understanding of others.  Our motive for doing this is our concern for the actual salvation of souls.

II. Do Not Be Ashamed of the Gospel: (1:7-12)
     The second principle, is that if a church is going to be successful in spreading the Gospel, the Christians in that church must not be ashamed of the Gospel.  Paul begins this section by writing; “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind” (vs.7).  The word “spirit” could refer either to an inclination, or to the Holy Spirit.  The latter is by far more likely the meaning, as Paul refers elsewhere to the Holy Spirit in this way (Rom.8:14-15).  The idea is that the Spirit who dwells in us, will empower us to be courageous and bold, rather than timid and fearful.  This being the case, if we are in close communion with the Spirit, that communion will manifest itself in us not being controlled by fear.  However, conversely, it one is controlled by one’s fears, then to some degree one is not in communion with the Spirit of God.  In light of how we are equipped by God not to be controlled by fear, Paul goes on to exhort Timothy; “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles” (vs.8-11).  The reason Paul gave this exhortation is because all believers will be tempted to give into shame because we fear the rejection, ridicule, scorn, or even the amusement of others at our devotion to Christ and His Gospel.  This shame is demonstrated when we are reluctant to talk about Christ to others, or to pray in public.  The reason we are reluctant to do so is that we don’t want people to think less of us or break relationship with us.  But the more shame we feel in regard to the Gospel the less inclined we will be to proclaim the Gospel to others.  The proper and courageous choice before God is to choose to suffer for the Gospel.  The suffering that Paul speaks about here is being willing to endure the rejection and scorn that others may direct toward us because of our devotion to Christ.  Paul then reminds us that the Spirit of God who does not give us fear, instead gives us the power to be bold.  Our boldness is in light of the truth that the Gospel is something glorious, something worthy of our devotion.  The Gospel was the means by which God saved us, when we were completely unable to save ourselves.  It is the source of an abundant and eternal life.  Paul points out that it was his calling as well as everyone else’s who is truly converted, to preach and teach the Gospel to others.  Paul then explains the motivation that is meant to make an individual brave in the face of the rejection; “For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day” (vs.12).  The reason Paul was not ashamed (and the reason no believer should be ashamed of the Gospel) was because he knew God.  But, what did Paul know about God?  He was persuaded that God was able to keep what Paul had committed to Him.  But what had Paul committed to God?  Paul had entrusted his future to God.  Paul suffered a lot for the sake of the Gospel, and for the sake of those who were God’s children.  But the suffering was not ultimately a sacrifice.  For a sacrifice is when you give up something for the sake of another.  Paul instead knew that in reality he was investing for the future.  Everything he was willing to suffer for Christ, and every opportunity he did not take advantage of that would have brought him joy, were things for which Christ would reward him.  This is the same principle that was taught by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount:

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Paul was daily making investments in eternity, and He knew that God would guard that and preserve it until the time his life was over, and then Paul would enjoy the reward for which he endured hardship in this life.  That certain expectation of reward at the hand of God, enabled Paul to suffer and not be ashamed of the Gospel.

III. Be Disciplined in Service to Christ: (2:3-5, 10)
      Paul told Timothy that in order to succeed in his calling, he would have to be disciplined in His service to Christ; “You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.  And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules” (vs.3-5).  Paul was reminding Timothy that success in the Christian life does not come easy.  Paul uses two metaphors to illustrate the sort of discipline he had in mind, and how one benefitted from exercising that discipline.  First, Paul cites a soldier as an example.  He does this having just made the observation that Timothy is to endure hardship in the same way a soldier does.  Roman soldiers were known for their single-minded purpose, their rigorous discipline, and their unquestioning obedience to their commanding officer.  A soldier’s life was a helpful model to cite, because a soldier’s life was centered in his duty, not in finding personal fulfillment or doing things one’s own way.  The one who enlisted a soldier would have been the commander of the unit one was recruited into; and thus, there is a good parallel to the believer’s relationship to Christ.  Second, Paul cites an athlete as an example.  Athletes were known for their intense discipline and preparation.  The discipline of athletes was proverbial.  For example, athletes were pledged by oath to ten months of intense preparation preceding their participation in the Olympic games.  Their motivation was to win their prize.  In this way Paul was encouraging Timothy that in order to maintain one’s discipline in pursuit of building one’s life around furthering the Gospel; one needed to keep in mind that doing so would please their master, Jesus Christ; and would enable them to win the prize of reward at the time of judgment.
     Paul, a few verses later added that “Therefore, I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (vs.10).  Paul was saying that the believer needs to be motivated to do whatever it takes in order to rescue others from death and destruction so that they might gain eternal life and glory.

IV. Pursue Holiness: (2:22-26)
      Paul next addressed another characteristic that is necessary for those who will be successful in fulfilling God’s call upon their lives; “Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.  But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife.  And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting those who are in opposition” (vs.22-25).  First, Paul exhorted Timothy to flee “youthful lusts”.  The Greek word translated as “flee” meant to seek to escape something that was threatening, abhorrent, or dangerous.  The word translated as “lusts” does not refer to specifically carnal or evil desires.  The Greek term Paul used could refer to any sort of desire, even righteous ones (Phil.1:23).  Paul describes these desires as “youthful”, which referred to things that were customary for those who are young.  Therefore, Paul was admonishing Timothy to maintain control of his desires, lest they overwhelm and ultimately control him.  In the NT we are warned continually that our desires are the means by which we are tempted to do evil, and that we must therefore maintain our control over them:

“Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, 
that you should obey it in its lusts.”
                                                                                   Romans 6:12

“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, 
to fulfill its lusts.”
                                                                                   Romans 13:14

“teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age”
                                                                                   Titus 2:12

“Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims,
abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul”
                                                                                    I Peter 2:11

However, it is not enough to simply refuse to live a life dictated by the lusts of one’s flesh.  True lasting change requires replacement of that which is evil or unhealthy, with what is righteous and healthy.  So, when one chooses to no longer live under the domination of their desires, they are at the same time to commit themselves to pursuing holiness as a defining purpose in their lives (which Paul defines here as “righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart”.  Beyond this, the pursuit of holiness involves the believer also seeking to avoid conflict with others.  The believer is to resist the temptation to quarrel, but instead seek to be gentle with others with goal of humbly winning people to the truth, rather than simply winning conflicts.  This involves understanding what is at stake for those we seek to rescue with the Gospel; for Paul writes “…if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will” (vs.25b-26). The reality is that all those who are in disobedience to God are under Satanic oppression, from which they can be set free by the truth of the Gospel (Jn.8:31-34).

V. Recognize the Value of the Scriptures: (3:14-17)
    Paul also taught Timothy that in order to succeed in faithfully fulfilling one’s calling in Christ, one must recognize the rich resource that the believer has in the Scriptures; “But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (vs.14-15).  Paul notes that the Scriptures are invaluable because they provide the wisdom that will enable one to find salvation in Christ.  Paul then goes on to remind Timothy that “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (vs.16).  The English word “inspiration” is a translation of a Greek expression that means “God-breathed”.  This expression conveys a picture of the inscripturation (putting something into writing) of God’s breath.  One’s speech is a vocalization of breath, and the idea here is that the Bible is a record of God’s speech, and thus the Scriptures are literally God’s words.  Therefore, the sort of inspiration here is quite different than is often used in regard to what stimulates one to produce art.  The Greek word translated as “profitable” means that there is some gain, advantage, or benefit to be gained by using that which it modifies.  Paul then tells us about four benefits that one can gain from the Scriptures:
· Doctrine: This word means teaching, and the idea is spelling out what is true, what is real, what is good, what is genuine.  Information to enable one to understand the world around oneself, and that informs us how to make wise choices in life.
· Reproof: This word refers to confronting someone with what they have done wrong.  It does not imply anything harsh necessarily (it says nothing about how the confronting is done, just that it is); here it simply means the Scriptures help us to recognize how and why we are wrong. 
· Correction: Thought this word in English sounds like it means the same as above; it actually means to point to what is correct or right in the sense of how to rectify a situation, or put right a sin or an error.
· Instruction in righteousness: This refers to training and discipline that enables one to master information or tasks.  It was a term applied to helping child learn and grow in their maturity; a maturity that Paul defines as possessing genuine righteousness in character and behavior.
Finally, Paul writes that the Scripture provides all of this in order that “the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (vs.17).  The Greek word translated as “complete” means to be properly qualified for a task, or made fit or suitable for a role.  The Greek word translated as “thoroughly equipped” is an intensive form of the same Greek word translated as “complete” to emphasize that the Scriptures can enable one to completely suited to the role and tasks that God has assigned them to.

VI. Study the Scriptures Accurately: (2:15-17)
      Another factor that will enable the people of God to be successful in fulfilling their calling is put both positively and negatively; “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness.  And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort”.  Paul exhorts Timothy to be diligent (exert significant effort) as it is the way to gain God’s approval in the way that one handles His inspired Word.  Doing this is defined as “rightly dividing” the Word.  The Greek terminology is taken from Paul’s profession of tent-making; it means to cut something straight.  The idea being that just as pieces of leather had to be cut straight in order for them to fit well when sown together (and thus avoid gaps in the material), so the Biblical interpreter is to use skill and do the hard work to determine the true meaning of the passage that the author intended to convey.  Conversely, this means not giving one’s self over to empty speculations or ill-informed opinions.  The mishandling of the Scriptures no matter how well intentioned will lead to ungodliness among the people of God.  And since such false teachings arise out of the conceptions of men rather than God, they tend to easily spread and easily convince those who in their flesh are more comfortable with a human oriented religion than they are with one centered in God.  Paul and Timothy knew this sort from first-hand experience.

VII. Preach the Word: (4:1-5)
       The main responsibility that the people of God have is to ensure that people hear the Word of God.  Paul wrote; “I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.”  The Greek word translated as “charge” refers to a solemn proclamation or testimony that is given to somebody that carries with it a sacred responsibility.  The reason for adding that this was being said before God and Christ was to impress upon Timothy that he was morally responsible to God and Christ to do what Paul was commanding him to do here.  Therefore, ensuring that the Scriptures are being boldly proclaimed is not an option, it is a responsibility that God’s people will have to answer to God for.  To preach the Scriptures in season and out of season means when circumstances are favorable and people are open to hearing it, and also when the circumstances aren’t favorable and people are reticent to hear it.  It is to be done with patience and endurance, not giving up when it is difficult or unrewarding.  And the declaration is not just to inform, but to address the hearts and lives of the people in such a way that they understand how their lives are to change because of it.
     Paul then explains why it is necessary to be committed to always faithfully preaching God’s Word; “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables” (vs.3-4).  This again is not about what happens in the world at large, but is a warning about what can be expected to happen from time to time among thus who profess faith in Christ.  They will gravitate to teachers who will tell them what they want to hear.  The metaphor of “itching ears” more literally refers to the tickling of the ears and means what one finds pleasant or enjoyable to listen to.  Paul points out that in pursuit of such teachings they will gladly turn from the truth and listen to fables (myths).  Therefore, the issue will not be an intellectual one, but rather a matter of following their own passions and choosing what they want over what is true.
     In light of the fact that there will be people who are inclined to want teachers who tell them what they want to hear, Paul writes; “But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry” (vs.5).  The Greek word translated as “be watchful” literally means to be sober (it is never used in a literal sense in the NT), and figuratively it means to stay in control of one’s thinking, not allowing oneself to be carried away into an excess.  Besides doing this Paul admonishes Timothy to persevere through difficulties and hardships.  But what would that have to do with faithfully preaching God’s Word?  It is a warning not to allow oneself to be so caught up in popularity, or so intimidated by opposition that one chooses to preach something other than what the Scriptures actually teach.  The people of God are to keep the big picture in view; that God wants them to accurately pass on the Gospel to others (the meaning of the title “evangelist” in the NT), and thus fulfill the service to God that He has entrusted to His people.
VIII. Develop Mature Disciples: (2:1-2)
         Another principle for successful ministry, is understanding what one’s goal is, for the individuals whom we teach and disciple.  Paul wrote, “You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”  The discipleship process is essentially reproducing in someone else what we have already learned.  To be a genuine help to others means that we must be well and correctly informed of the truth, or we cannot pass that on to anyone else; for as Christ taught, a disciple will normally not excel his or her teacher (Lk.6:40).  Second, one must ascertain whether or not the one you seek to train is really interested in receiving the training, for if one does not, a great deal of time can be wasted, by investing  it in someone who will ultimately not make use of what you gave him or her.  Third, the idea should be that the one discipled, can then disciple others.  The more disciples that are capable of reproducing themselves, the more effective a given fellowship can be in that task.  In addition, the first step in discipleship is evangelism, and the reality is that evangelistic efforts are by far more effective when done within strong relational ties.  Any one individual can only cultivate so many relationships.  Therefore, the more people who can disciple, the more disciples there can be.  And Paul was not talking about Timothy training more full-time ministry leaders per se, but was talking of equipping members to be involved in the process of producing mature disciples of Christ.

IX. Keep Your Life in Perspective: (4:6-8)
      The final principle relates to seeing our life in light of eternity.  Paul wrote, “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand” (vs.6).  Paul was referring to the fact that he had been sentenced to execution by the Roman government.  History does not tell us the precise charge, but it was undoubtedly a response to tensions created by the preaching of the Gospel.  Paul speaks of himself being poured out like a drink offering.  Within the Old Testament sacrificial system, a drink offering was usually wine and sometimes water that was poured out symbolically as an offering to honor God.  The imagery is that his life was being surrendered for God to take as an act of worship on Paul’s part.  The language of departure rather than death, was chosen to stress the truth to Timothy that Paul knew his existence would not end, only that he would leave this life and enter into a life in the presence of God.  The lesson from Paul’s example is not that every godly believer will die for the faith; but that following Christ involves surrendering our lives for God to do with them whatever He wishes to do. 
     Paul returns to his analogies of the Christian life in chapter two, and writes; “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” (vs.7).  Paul exhorted Timothy to endure hardship as a soldier, and Paul is saying that he himself did just that and succeeded in fighting well for the cause of Christ.  As a disciplined athlete he had finished the race that God had ordained him to run, rather than giving up prematurely.  And Paul summarized his faithfulness by saying that he had “kept the faith”.  By this he meant that he had guarded the truth of the Gospel that had been entrusted to him and never compromised it.  In different ways this is the expression of victory that all God’s children should aspire to be able to declare at the end of their lives.
     Paul concluded this thought by writing, “Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing” (vs.8).  The Greek word translated here as “crown” does not refer to a royal crown, but to the victor’s crown in the athletic games.  Paul uses this symbol for the crowning experience of entering into immortal, eternal life because of one’s salvation.  The reward in view is not something beyond eternal life.  This is clear because righteousness is the birthright of all those who are truly saved, and that righteousness is complete for all.  Therefore, no one redeemed person will be any more righteous than another.  The crown is said to be given to those who “have loved His appearing”.  The idea is that true believers long for Christ’s coming, and thus they make the life choices that they do, in order that their lives might be pleasing to Christ when He comes.  Paul was exhorting believers that we must view our lives in light of the Day of Judgment.  A Christian’s values must be attuned to heaven in order to genuinely succeed in the calling to be God’s agents in this world.  We are to view this life primarily as a time to invest ourselves in service to Christ, and understand that the time for finding ultimate fulfillment will be when we receive our rest and reward in Christ in the life to come.

Conclusion:
[bookmark: _GoBack]     Everyone longs for Paradise.  It is the secret hope of each and every human heart, though different people anticipate that it will be different things.  The reason that this hope is ubiquitous is that God has implanted it in our hearts, a yearning for home.  But getting home is only possible by travelling the narrow path of following Christ, rather than the broad way of our own inclinations that leads to destruction.  Paul warned Timothy, and by extension, all Christian generations, that the temptation to re-imagine what it means to be Christian will always be present.  Therefore, in this letter, he has defined what it is here so that we can resist that temptation and like Paul; keep the faith.  
