The Gospel of John 12:31-50

Intro
· Open bibles to John 12:31
· We’re working our way through the Gospel of John
· This morning we’ll finish up chapter 12
· I intend to cover a large portion of scripture this morning
· So rather than read the entire text at the beginning of my message
· We’ll work through the text a bite at a time
· This morning I want to talk about:
· Smudges and dirty lenses 
· Let’s pray

Verses 31-33
· Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.
· I believe that most believers read scripture through a dirty lens
· We have presuppositions that cloud our understanding
· The largest smudge on our lens is our misunderstanding about the Father
· We readily view him as the angry judge
· And have a difficult time seeing him as loving Father.
· Verse 31 is a good example of this
· Now is the time for judgment on this world
· We read those words and our reflex is to apply “the time for judgment” to ourselves
· But that’s just not the case
· That’s the smudge on our lens
· Just read past the semi colon:
· Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.
· This judgment isn’t against us but for us
· It’s against the “prince  of the world”
· and for our benefit
· Jesus hasn’t come to judge the world but to rescue it.
· Skip down to verse 47 and you’ll see Jesus full intent
· “If anyone hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge that person. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world.”
· Crystal clear isn’t it?
· Smug removed
· At least a little…
· Back to verses 31-33
· Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.
· What kind of death was Jesus going to die?
· He was going to be lifted up onto a brutal Roman cross
· Jesus’ death on the cross would be THE moment Divine restoration
· Where reconciliation between God and the objects of His Divine affection – us – would be accomplished.
· Sin had become a cancer on humanity
· The cure for that cancer was the wrath of God
· Not against us but against the cancer of sin within us
· Jesus came as the only being in all of creation capable of enduring the cure and took it upon himself in our place
· 2 Corinthians 5:21 tells us that:
· God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
· Jesus became sin and then took the only antidote that would restore us to right relationship with God
· Neither his judgment nor wrath were against us but for us
· The wrath of God is not his anger against us
· But his passionate love for us
· and against the cancer of sin in us
· 1 John 3:1
· See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!
· My friends, the gospel really is good news
· God is more good and more loving than most of us have been lead to believe

Verses 34
· The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Messiah will remain forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?”
· From this verse we can see that the crowd understood that the phrase “Son of Man” was a Messianic title
· And that the term “lifted up” was a commonly understood reference to crucifixion
· They had no box for a “remain forever Messiah and crucifixion”
· From their perspective these two terms were incompatible
· Nothing in their history, tradition or education prepared them for a crucified messiah.
· They didn’t understand
· They didn’t understand the ways of God
· Can you relate?
· Have you ever felt that way?
· Hey God! What’s up??
· So it is with awe, wonder, mystery and faith.
· God’s ways are not our ways
· They exponentially higher
· Modern Christianity desperately wants to have all the answers
· We throw out awe, wonder and mystery for facts
· For what we deem truth
· Men have you ever wondered why God made women the way he has?
· How much of your wives or daughters have you figured out?
· About the time I think I have Nadine or Lisa figured out – they change all the rules
· John Arnott: 
· "Lord I don't understand what you're doing!"
· God: "John, you don't even understand women, what makes you think you'll understand me?
· The male of the species interaction with the female of the species is all about awe, wonder and mystery!
· And it’s all about love!
· That’s a picture of us and God
· Genesis 1:26-27
· Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.
· Do you get it?
· Understanding isn’t the highest objective in a relationship
· A woman does long to be understood
· She longs to be loved
· Madly and passionately loved!
· So it is with our God
· It’s our Greek influenced, western worldview mind that has exalted understanding above passion
· I’ve been there so many times
· Let me tell you a story
· Larry Randolph Story:
· “Tom, when Lisa was born, did you want to dissect her or hold her?”
· Then just embrace this.

Verses 35-36
· Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are going. Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you may become children of light.” When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them.
· Those who were confused about a crucified Messiah
· Probably didn’t understand Jesus when he said “believe in the light”
· Verse 44-46 makes it clear that Jesus himself and the Father are that light
· Then Jesus cried out, “Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me. I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.
· When we see Jesus we’ve seen the Father
· Jesus and the Father are perfectly one
· If your image of the Father looks different that Jesus
· You need a new image of the Father
· All too many of us thinks that:
· Jesus is the nice one
· The Father is the mean on
· And the Holy Spirit is the weird one
· When in truth they are all perfectly one in the same
· A couple of chapters later Jesus has this very conversation with his disciples: John 14:5-11
· "Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me..."
· Do you see what I mean about a dirty lens?
· The crowd couldn’t see the reality of God clearly
· And neither could the disciples
· Even after 3 years together
· Isn’t it at least a possibility that we have a few smudges on our God lenses as well?

Verses 37-42 address the belief and unbelief among the Jews

Verse 37
· Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him. This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet:
· Here John is answering the question:
· "If Jesus was so great, why didn't everybody believe on Him?" 
· John reminds us that this was prophesied in these two quotations from Isaiah.

Verse 38
“Lord, who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” (Isaiah 53:1)


Verse 39-41
For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere:
 “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, so they can neither see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor turn - and I would heal them.” (Isaiah 6:10) Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him.
· These words are quoted three times in the New Testament
· These “blinded eyes and hardened hearts” words
· In Matthew  13:14 Jesus uses it to explain his own teaching on the parable of the sower.
·  Here in John 12:40 to explain why people still didn’t believe Jesus, even with all the miraculous signs
· And St. Paul quotes them in Acts 28:26, to explain the rejection of the Gospel by the Jews at Rome.
· Concerning verse 40, David Guzik commentates:
· There comes a place where God will strengthen us in our decision, whether for Jesus or against Jesus. Ultimately, before God, we get what we want, and those who push Jesus away will not have to endure eternity with Him.
· Ellicotts Commentary adds:
· There is, indeed, a judicial blinding and a judicial hardening - let no man therefore presume; but these come only to eyes that will not to see, and to hearts that will not to hear - let no man therefore despair.
· Barns Notes on the Bible makes it clearer
· (it’s a little long, please listen and I’ll explain)
· He hath blinded their eyes - The expression in Isaiah is, "Go, make the heart of this people fat, and shut their eyes." That is, go and proclaim truth to them truth that will result in blinding their eyes. Go and proclaim the law and the will of God, and the effect will be, owing to the hardness of their heart, that their eyes will be blinded and their hearts hardened. As God knew that this would be the result - as it was to be the effect of the message, his commanding Isaiah to go and proclaim it was the same in effect, or in the result, as if he had commanded him to blind their eyes and harden their hearts. It is this effect or result to which the evangelist refers in this place. He states that God did it, that is, he did it in the manner mentioned in Isaiah, for we are limited to that in our interpretation of the passage. In that case it is clear that the mode specified is not a direct agency on the part of God in blinding the mind - which we cannot reconcile with any just notions of the divine character - but "in suffering the truth to produce a regular effect on sinful minds, without putting forth any positive supernatural influence to prevent it." The effect of truth on such minds is to irritate, to enrage, and to harden, unless counteracted by the grace of God.
· Let me simplify it:
· The original Isaiah 6 text quoted here is God telling to prophet to “Go make the heart of the people fat”
· In other words give them an over abundance of me
· Which is exactly what Jesus did with all his signs and wonders
· God did and continues to give us exceedingly and abundantly more of Himself then we could ever imagine
· What Romans 5:20 calls “super-abounding grace”
· And though some embrace Him
· Other reject Him, hardening their hearts
· This understanding fits better in this context of John 12
· And still some would not believe
· They closed their own eyes and hardened their own hearts to what was presented before them with overwhelming evidence

· Text like this reveal another smudges on our lens
· God is unjust
· God is unfair
· He blinds eyes and hardens hearts
· No. God has loved us lavishly and extravagantly
· Just as he did with Adam and Eve from the beginning
· Just as he did in all of Jesus’ miraculous signs and wonders
· And mankind, at least some, will STILL not choose Him

· This is what helps me when I get stuck on a smudge
· 1 John 4:8
· God is love
· How does this text or understanding of God fit within that firmly established truth?
· Two undeniable truths
· #1 God is good.
· #2 God loves me.
· Everything else begins at #3
· Texts of scripture, that don’t seem to easily fit into the truths that God is good and God loves me…
· They begin at #3

Verse 42-43
Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved human praise more than praise from God.
· Even so, some religious leaders did believe in Jesus
· Privately, quietly
· Because of fear, politics and people pleasing
· Religious politics is powerful and nasty stuff 
· Many times I have had to choose between pleasing God and pleasing man
· Every time has been personally expensive
· But I’d do it all again
· Years ago I discovered that if I make “Group A” happy…
· “Group B” will be unhappy
· If I make “Group B” happy, then “Group A” will be unhappy
· So, I decided – as best I can I will try to make God happy
· Then at least I can sleep with myself at night.
· People pleasing is a perpetual no win situation
· And the absence of leadership

Verses 47-50
· We’ve already addressed verses 44-46, let’s finish up with Jesus’ words verses 47-50
· “If anyone hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge that person. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day. For I did not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken. I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.”
· Yet one more smudge on our God lens
· Jesus will not judge
· He did not come to judge the world but save it
· The Father will judge those who have already decided to reject Jesus and his words
· In other words: 
· Hardening their own heart and blinding their own eyes but rejecting the lavish and extravagantly love offered to them in Christ Jesus
· Words given to him by the Father
· As sons and daughters we have no fear of judgment
· Judgment is reserved for those who already rejected the amazing grace freely provided us


Ministry Time
· Let’s remove smudges to day
· If you have smudges on your God lens
· Please come up for prayer
· Smudges:
· If you misunderstand the Father
· If you see him as angry judge not loving Father
· If your image of the Father is different than your image of Jesus
· If you believe that God is somehow unjust or unfair
· That he’s not good or not loving
· That Jesus DID come to judge the world – especially you
· Please come forward for prayer while the worship team leads us in a final song
