The Father’s Love 3

I Intro
1 Open Bibles to Matthew 13

2 New series of messages inspired by Wayne Jacobsen’s wonderful book titled
A “He Loves Me” – learning to live the Father’s affection.

3 The 3 Main Points of this new series titled “Living in Papa’s Affection”
A God loves us extravagantly
B Unfortunately most of us don’t know it
C In my opinion, to a significant degree, the fault lies at the feet of organized religion

4 The Father’s Love 1 
a We looked at 1 John 3:1
i “See what great love the Father has lavished on us.”
ii Lavish as in a torrential down pour of rain
b The Problem with Daisy Pedal Christianity
i He loves me / He loves me know
· Based on life’s circumstances
c Religion like Chemotherapy
i The use of religion to battle sin is like the use of chemotherapy to battle cancer.
· But both have side effects
ii Like chemo causes neuropathy making it hard to feel with our extremities, religion makes us numb to the love of God.
iii Another side affect of religion is what I call PBC
· Performance Based Christianity
· If I just work harder maybe then I’ll earn Papa’s affection?
d Guys, it’s time to throw away our daisy pedals…

5 Last Week in “Living in Papa’s Affection 2”
A The Attributes of God
a He’s Omniscient, Omnipotent, Omnipresent, Eternal, Immutable…
B Questions about The Incarnation
a With all that limitless power - why the disguise?
b Why come as a baby, why hidden for 30 years?
C Friendship with God from John chapters 15
a It’s all about authentic relationship
i For the first time since he walked the Garden with Adam and Eve, God was among people the way he had always wanted to be!
b John 14:20 “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”
i We’ll been invited into the affectionate relationship of the Trinity
ii This was Papa’s desire from the very beginning
· This is why we were created – intimate relationship
c The greatest thing in all of creation is the love shared between Father, Son and Spirit.
i They loved us enough to invite us in, to share what they have with one another.
d Look at the length’s he’s gone for foster friendship
i Why all this effort - if all he wanted was obedient subjects

6 Today: Living In Papa’s Affection 3
A Motives: Why do we do what we do?
B Papa: Angry Judge or Loving Father?
C The Way in is the Way on

7 Read & Pray: Matthew 13:44-46 (The Message)
44 “God’s kingdom is like a treasure hidden in a field for years and then accidentally found by a trespasser. The finder is ecstatic - what a find! - and proceeds to sell everything he owns to raise money and buy that field.”
 45-46 “Or, God’s kingdom is like a jewel merchant on the hunt for excellent pearls. Finding one that is flawless, he immediately sells everything and buys it.

II Motives: Why do we do what we do?
1 As a young man I got into the practice of examining my motives.
A I’d say to myself: 
a “Tom, why are you doing what you’re doing?”
B I think it’s good to examine our own motives
a It’s vastly less enjoyable when someone else judges my motives
C Has anyone ever misjudged your motives?
a Have you ever misjudged someone else’s motives?
b Chances are we could all say yes.

2 Speaking of Motives… Why are you a Christian?
A Has anyone ever heard an old time hell, fire and brimstone message?
a Does anyone remember “Chick Tracts”
i The little evangelistic cartoon booklets
ii The reoccurring theme was basically this:
·  “get saved or burn in hell for etermity”
B Throughout Church History, the threat of hell has been an effective tactic to get people down the aisle and repeat the sinner’s prayer
a But I have to ask - at what cost?
b On one hand It’s a no-brainer
i Repeat after me, say the magic words and receive a “get-out-of-hell-free-card”
ii If you’re in this kingdom only because you fear the alternative you’ve missed the very best part
· Relationship with God!

3 Let me say it another way, Imagine this…
A A guy and gal start dating, he says to her
a “Hey, I really like you, I enjoy being together.
i I’d like to do this more often
· Would you be interested in going steady and see what develops?
B It would be OK if he stopped there but what if he added one more sentence…
a “I hope you do, because if you don’t I’m going to hunt you down and torture you for the rest of your life!”
b Suddenly he’s gone from fun guy to hang out with to the crazy stalker guy.
c Can a true relationship develop under the threat of terror?
i Can she ever feel safe in a relationship cultivated on a foundation of fear?
· No, never!
d Would any father what that type of relationship for his daughter?

4 But, when you think about it, isn’t that what we do with God?
A Unfortunately, appealing to a person’s worst fears and insecurities about hell has become THE most popular invitation into the kingdom.
B But have we consider this
a Will threatening people with hell lead them into the relationship God has always wanted with them?
b Seems like a poor motivation and a lousy foundation for any relationship
c The treat of hell might stir instant commitments but it does not breed long term healthy disciples
d How could we ever feel safe with a God who seems anxious to dangle us over the fires of Hell?
e Viewing God from this perspective will never us into the depths of his love.
III Papa: Angry Judge or Loving Father?
1 Is God schizophrenic?
A In the Old Testament we read that God…
a Commanded Joshua to practice ethnic cleansing in Canaan
b Poured out fire from heaven to consume Sodom and Gomorrah
c Opened the earth to swallow those who opposed Moses
d God was so unapproachable in his purity that even the most righteous fell on their faces in his presence
B No wonder we’re a bit confused when he appears in the New Testament
a He tells us how much he loves us
b Invites us to be his children
c We see Jesus…
i Healing the sick
ii Forgiving prostitutes and murderers
iii Having dinner with sinners
iv Inviting kids to sit on his lap
d Jesus portrays his Father as so tender that even the most woeful of sinners run to him in total safety.

2 So, what happened?
A Did God get saved somewhere between Malachi and Matthew?
a Did he rebrand himself into a nicer gentler God?
i Of course not
b He is Immutable: the same yesterday, today and forever.
B So, is Papa both Angry Judge and Loving Father?
a Kind and gentle to those who please him but vengeful to those who don’t?
C That’s what most of us believe
a That’s the fruit of the hell fire and brimstone evangelistic methodology
D It’s why we play the daisy game
a He loves me, He loves me not
E God did not change between Malachi and Matthew
a But our perception of him did – dramatically!

3 Jesus & Papa
A Before Jesus we saw God’s actions but not his motives
a We assumed his motives were like ours
b We assumed that his actions against sin meant he didn’t care about people
c His attempts to teach us to trust him have been misunderstood as the vengeful punishments of a heartless Deity
B Consider Isaiah 55:8-9
a “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
b It’s entirely possible that we’ve misunderstood God’s actions and misjudged his motives behind them.
C Jesus’ life on Earth changes all that
a In John 14:9 Jesus told Philip:
i “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”
ii In verse 10 he adds:
· “… I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me”
b If you want to know who the Father really is, look at Jesus
i If you want to know Papa’s motives – look at Jesus
ii In light of Jesus’ statement that “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” I propose that it is entirely possible that we may have indeed misjudged the Father’s motives.
D In Jesus words and actions we see God’s motivations
a In Christ we see the Father’s heart
i His self sacrificing, all loving, merciful heart
ii His love for us motivates his every action toward us
E Understanding motives is vitally important
a To misunderstand motives is to misunderstand someone’s heart
b If we are uncertain of God’s motives toward us, we’ll keep him at a safe distance like the girl with the crazy boyfriend.
c And we’ll miss what HE desires most
i Friendship more real and more powerful than we’ve even known

IV The Way in is the Way on
1 John Wimber use to say that “the way in is the way on”
A Another problem with the “Threat of Hell” method of evangelism
B If we enter the Kingdom just to avoid hell it will be the ongoing basis of our relationship

2 Another hypothetical story
A A Dad invites his adult son over for dinner on Friday night
a The son hesitates a moment
b It’s obvious he’d rather not come
c But before the son answers he wants to know one thing
i “Dad, I get I could come over for dinner but… I’ve got other things I’d rather do. So, I want to know, will you write me out of the will if I don’t come?”
d What answer could a father give to that question? 
i None. It misses the whole point of relationship
B If our motivation is something other than friendship with God we’re like the son who only wants his inheritance
a Do we come to escape hell?
b Do we come believing it will insure blessings and favor?
c Don’t settle for Papa’s goodies when you can have him

3 Back to my main text
A Jesus is the pearl of great price
a He’s worth everything
b Relationship with him is priceless

V Ministry Time
1 Close your eyes
A Has anyone come in under the threat of hell?
a Do you want to be free?
b Do you want friendship with God?
B Let’s Pray

