Good Things Bad Things
1 Open Bibles to Matthew 7

A Often my sermon inspiration comes from my conversations with you

B Such is the case today.

2 Read & Pray: Matthew 6:25 – Matthew 7:5

A I’m interested in Matthew 7:1-2 but for the sake of context…

25"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?

28"And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

1"Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.

3"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.

II Interesting, Jesus sandwiches a directive against judgment between worry about ourselves and worrying about others

1 Between worrying about our needs and the actions of others. 

A I like the way the Message interprets verses 1&2 of chapter 7

a Don't pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults— unless, of course, you want the same treatment. That critical spirit has a way of boomeranging.

2 In Matthew 7:2 Jesus is repeating the same warning he gave us in the Lord’s prayer a chapter earlier in Matthew 6
3  9"This, then, is how you should pray: 
   " 'Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
 10your kingdom come, 
   your will be done 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
 11Give us today our daily bread. 
 12Forgive us our debts, 
      as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
 13And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from the evil one.' 14For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

4 Hmmm… we’re not to worry, we’re not to judge and we are to forgive.

A PLUS the measure we use on others is the measure that will be used on us

5 Saint Paul tells the Corinthians that the whole thing is in God’s hands. 

A 1 Corinthians 4:3-5
a 3I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. 4My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. 5Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.
B “I don’t even judge myself”, really? Wow!

a That’s sounds exhilarating and extremely freeing!

C OK hold on to that thought, I get back to it.

III Why do bad things happen?

1 Lunch time conversation with a friend lead to

A Small Group Discussion Thursday night

B Facebook Status on Friday

C And a Blog post this week

a BTW. New blog design check it out at: emancipationofthefreed.blogspot.com
2 We came up with a vast array of theological and philosophical answers including…

A We are reaping what we’ve sown

B We’re exercising our free will

C We’re out of God’s will

D There’s a lesson we need to learn

E It’s warfare, a spiritual attack

F It’s the effect of our sin

G It’s the effect of someone else’s sin

H It’s demonic payback or backlash for our good deeds

I The injustice experienced (bad things) creates an opportunity for Divine justice

J A combination of the above explanations

3 In the midst of our circumstances how do we know which one it is?
A I think we’d be surprised how often we get it wrong
B How often we call good evil and evil good
IV Why do good things happen?
1 The scorn Mary and Joseph endured for a supposed illegitimate pregnancy?
2 The circumstances of John the Baptist’s beheading
3 The freedom won for the woman caught in the very act of adultery
4 Are these good or bad? Why?
5 Do good things happen because we are good or because our Heavenly Father is good?
V Still holding on to that “I don’t even judge myself” comment by Saint Paul?

1 I suggest that all of this makes a very good argument for…
A Not judging ourselves
B Not judging others
C Extending great grace to both ourselves and others
VI Maybe we have a difficult time judging others because we’re so hard on ourselves?
1 When asked which of the commandments was most important Jesus said
A 30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' 31The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." Mark 12:30-31

B Maybe the problem is that we ARE loving our neighbor as ourselves
a We judge them like we judge ourselves
2 I propose today that we start loving ourselves better
A That there are a vast array of reason why bad or good things might happen and we can’t accurately judge it for ourselves let alone for others
B I say that His ways aren’t our ways (Isaiah 55)
C And that Love never fails (I Corinthians 13)
D What do you say?
VII  - OK, so who would like a clean slate? 
1 Who would like a fresh new beginning?
2 Open your bibles to 1 John 1:9
3 One of my favorite all time verses
4 Highlight it, memorize it, repeat it to yourself often and utilize it.
A 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

B Faithful to His covenant with us
C Just because he paid the penalty
D And ALL means ALL
5 Let’s pray.
