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1) Introduction: 

	- Hermeneutics is the set of underlying principles which guide the process of arriving at an accurate interpretation of the Word of God.


	- Goals: Clarity
		Hermeneutics is a moral issue
		Encourage & strengthen you to trust in the Word of God as totally and completely sufficient for all of life and godliness.
		Answer the question: “How can I be confident that I am interpreting God’s Word accurately and with the hermeneutical principles that God has divinely ordained?”

	A) Define Hermeneutics: The study of interpretation.  The set of underlying principles which guide the process of arriving at an accurate interpretation of the Bible.  How we interpret the text, how we arrive at the meaning of the Biblical text.


	B) Exegesis: Applying the principles by which we actually draw out of the meaning of the Biblical text.


	C) What is the significance of hermeneutics? Why is this so important?
		Everything we need for life and godliness is built from hermeneutical principles.  How we do parenting, church fellowship, marriage, work, etc., everything pertaining to life and godliness is built upon solid hermeneutics because it must be brought from the text of Scripture.
	D) Why do we need hermeneutics? 
		- Ezra 7:10


		- Neh. 8:1-8, esp. vs. 8.


		- II Tim. 2:15
			- On the one hand, Scripture is abundantly clear, meaning lies within the plain meaning of the text.  On the other hand, we are to do the diligent work of study to rightly understand the text.  


		- 1) The ability to hear and read Scripture does not guarantee understanding, but meaning comes from the simple and plain reading of the text.
		- 2) Proper hermeneutics can help someone interpret and understand precisely what the Bible says.
		- 3) Accurate Bible interpretation is not automatic.
		- 4) Proper understanding of Scripture through proper hermeneutics leads to a proper worship of the Lord.


	

	E) The Goal of Hermeneutics: “To discover the divinely intended meaning communicated by the original author to the original audience in their original context”.  What did the Biblical author intend his original readers to understand? 





	F) Problems in Hermeneutics: 
		1) The Quest for Objectivity: Gen 3; John 18:38
			“The Bible is an objective body of literature which exists because man needs to know certain truths which he himself cannot know and which must come to him from without.  Consequently, if he is to discover the truths which reside in this objective body of literature, he must utilize an approach which corresponds in nature with it, that is, an objective approach”[footnoteRef:1]. [1: 	  “Hermeneutics: Institutes of Grace” as taught by Jon Anderson at Grace Immanuel Bible Church: Oct. 22 – Dec. 10, 2019.  As cited from Matt Waymeyer notes: “The Goal of Bible Interpretation”, 7.] 



		2) Various Methods of Interpretation


		3) Hermeneutics is a Moral Issue, a Heart Issue
			- Rom. 1:21-23; Rom. 2:15


			- I Cor. 2:13-15


			- Heb. 5:11-14


			- I Pet. 2:1-3


			- Ps. 51:17

		4) Eisegesis: Reading meaning into the text.  Exegesis is reading meaning out of, or from the text.  Note the difference between exegesis and eisegesis.


		5) Traditions:
			- Church tradition, denominational tradition, church creeds & confessions, man-made tradition.

		6) Specific Pitfalls that hinder interpretation:
			- Mis-interpretation: Ascribes wrong meaning to a passage (true meaning is A, but interpretation is B).
			- Sub-interpretation: Failing to ascertain to the full meaning of a passage (true meaning is A, B, C, but interpretation is A).
			- Super-interpretation: Attributing more to a passage than was intended (true meaning is A, but interpretation is A, B, C).
			- Proof-texting:

			- Allegorizing Scripture:

			- Christologizing Scripture:

			- Personalizing Scripture:

			- Decontextualizing Scripture:

			- Reading Scripture with an Interpretative Lens:
				- Human Reason:
				- Theological System:
				- Continuity vs. discontinuity:
				- Cross Referencing:
				- Culture:
				- Intuition:
				- Circumstance:
				- Personal Experience: 
				- Personal Conviction: 
			- Reading the Old Testament through the Lens of the New Testament:

2) Bibliology: Overview
	A) Inspiration: “God superintending the human authors of the Bible so that they composed and recorded without error His message to mankind in the words of their original writings.”[footnoteRef:2] [2: 	 Charles Ryrie, “Basic Theology, 81.
] 

		- “the Scriptures are a divine product breathed out by God.  Inspired really means ‘God-breathed’.  We mean that God breathed these messages into men and through them, and these Scriptures are the result of that divine action.  We believe that they were produced by the creative breath of the Almighty God… It means that the writer has been controlled by the Holy Spirit of God in such a way that he cannot be guilty of error in what he writes.”[footnoteRef:3]. [3: 	 Martyn Lloyd Jones, “Great Doctrines of the Bible: Three Volumes in One”: Vol. 1, 24.
] 

		- “the process of divine causation behind the authorship pf Scripture.  It refers to the direct act of God on the human author that resulted in the creation of perfectly written revelation.  It conveys the mysterious work of the Holy Spirit whereby He used the individual personality, language, style, and historical context of each writer to produce divinely authoritative writings.”[footnoteRef:4] [4: 	 John MacArthur, “Biblical Doctrine”, 77-78.] 


	- Verbal, Plenary Inspiration: “Verbal” referring to both the words and ideas.  “Plenary” refers to the whole, not parts.  The whole of the Bible is inspired.
	- II Tim. 3:16-17; II Pet. 1:16-21

	B) Dual Authorship: How was the Bible written?

	C) Canonicity: Do we have all the Bible?
		- Luke 11:51; John 14:26; I Cor. 14:37

		- II Pet. 3:15-16; I Tim. 5:18

	D) Clarity: Can I understand the Bible?
		- Deut. 6:6-7; Ps. 19:7; 119:130; Matt. 21:42

	E) Inerrancy: Are there mistakes in our Bible?
		- “Being wholly and verbally God-given, Scripture is without error or fault in all its teaching, no less in what it states about God’s acts in creation, about the events of world history, and about its own literary origins under God, than in its witness to God’s saving grace in individual lives.”[footnoteRef:5] [5: 	 John MacArthur, “The Inerrant Word”, 379.  Cited from the Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy.] 



		- See also centralbible.org – a three-part series Pastor Gary preached in June 2017.
		- For a more extensive and in-depth treatment visit shepherdsconference.org, the 2015 Shepherds Conference was devoted solely to this subject.

3) Interpretive Authority: On who’s say so, on what basis, on who’s authority do we assert a certain set of interpretive principles?
	- Does God provide for us a hermeneutic? Is there a divinely authorized hermeneutic?
	- Only two possible sources of knowledge: Human or Divine.  If we derive our knowledge from our experience, reason, existence, the fruit will be uncertainty, guilt, pride, and futility: Rom. 1:18-23; I Cor. 1:18-25; 2:13-15; 3:1-3.  If we derive our knowledge from what God says, the fruit will be absolute certainty: Ps. 147:5; 19:7-9; Titus 1:2.
	- Anything built from human knowledge is, at most, probable; anything built from God’s reasoning is, at the very least, certain!
	A) Does God provide for us a hermeneutic?
		- The Source of Knowledge: Scripture! Ps. 119:130; Prov. 1:7; 9:10; Col. 2:2-3

		- Scripture declares that we are to have certain knowledge: Luke 1:1-4; I John 5:13; II Pet. 1:12; but this requires humility: I Pet. 5:6; James 4:10.

	B) Scripture provides a Divinely Warranted Hermeneutic
		- 6 Presuppositions
			1) Language effectively communicates meaning.
				- Gen. 1:26-27: Divine Person to Divine Person
				- Gen. 2:16-17: God to Man
				- Gen. 3:10: Man to God
				- All over Scripture: Man to Man
				- Lev. 8-10

			2) Author Determines Meaning
				- Gen. 2:16-17
				- I Sam. 15


			3) The single meaning is the literal, historical, and grammatical sense.
				- Josh. 6:26 cf. I Kings 16:34
				- Matt. 22:32: Jesus makes His case on the Present Tense
				- Gal. 3:16: Paul makes his case on the plural
				- Gen. 15:13-16: Historical context

			4) The Divine Author’s intent equals the human author’s intent.
				- Lev. 8-10
				- I Thess. 2:13; 4:8

			5) Clear meaning is accessible to the original audience.
				- Isa. 7:14
				- I Pet. 1:10-12

			6) Understanding only comes from a submission to God’s Word.
				- Isa. 66:1-2

	C) Does the Bible demonstrate for us a hermeneutic?
		- Two Problem Passages: I Tim. 5:18

			- Matt. 2:15 cf. Hos. 11:1



	D) Does the Dual Authorship of the Bible mean we ought to seek God’s intent above the human intent? Is there meaning that goes beyond the text? Is there a deeper meaning intended by God that goes beyond what the readers would have access to until the New Testament was canonized and completed?
		- I Pet. 1:10-12


4) Practicing a Biblical Hermeneutic: How are we to practice a Biblical Hermeneutic?
	A) Identify the Goal: Discover the Divinely Intended meaning communicated by the original author to the original audience in their original context.
		- “Discover”: Ps. 119:18; II Tim. 2:15

		-“Divinely Intended Meaning”: Meaning is found in God.  Meaning is Singular.

		-“Original Author”: II Tim. 3:16-17; II Pet. 1:16-21

		-“Original Audience”: We are opening someone else’s mail.

		-“Original Context”: We must go into their culture and time.

	B) The single meaning is found in the literal, historical, and grammatical sense.
		- Interpret Language Literally:
		- Interpret Historically: We go into their context
		- Interpret Grammatically: Note figures of speech and other literary features.

	C) Understand Language: The Bible was not written in contemporary English
		- 3 Original Languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek
		- Use an accurate translation: NASB, ESV, NKJV, KJV, NET, and CSB: We should be confident that our English translations are the inerrant Word of God.

	

	D) Interpret Contextually: Context is king!!! No word, no verse, no sentence, no paragraph, no chapter stands in isolation.

		- Progressive Revelation: The Bible was written over a span of 1,500 years, by 40+ authors with differing occupations, education levels, socio-economic levels, backgrounds, and written among a variety of cultures.

	E) Interpret Literally: God communicates and utilizes normal human language to do so.

	F) Interpret Historically: We go “back-in-time” to the Biblical context.
		- Bridge the historical gap:

		- Bridge the time gap: 

		 - Bridge the gap of geography:

		- Bridge the culture gap:

		- Bridge the language gap: 

	G) Interpret Grammatically: Note the context, figures of speech, and other literary features.

	H) General Principles:
		1) Context is King!

		2) Note the Literary Genre:

		3) Formulate Doctrine Primarily from Teaching Texts: 

		4) Note Figures of Speech, Metaphors, Literary Features, Parallelisms:

		5) Note the use of Indicative and the Imperative:

		6) Note Theologically Significant Terms:

		7) Note Repeated Words and Phrases:

		8) Note Personal Pronouns and to whom they refer:

		9) Note Conjunctions and linking words: “therefore”, “such as”, “just as”

		10) Note Main Verbs and Subordinate Verbs:

		11) Note the past, present, future, and perfect tenses:

		12) Note who is doing the action and who commands the action:

		13) Do not read the New Testament into the Old Testament:

		14) Be humble! Isa. 66:1-2




5) Process of Biblical Interpretation
	A) Identify the Literary Genre:
		1) Historical Narrative: Genesis, parts of Exodus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  It includes Joshua – Esther, and Acts.
		2) Law: Leviticus, and parts of Exodus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.
		3) Prophecy: Major and Minor Prophets.  Take note of prophetic portions in narrative, gospel, and the epistles.  Matt. 24-25; the book of Revelation.
		4) Poetry: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon.
		5) Gospel: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
		6) Epistles: Letters of Paul, Peter, John, Jude, and James.
	B) Observe the Text: see handouts by Dave Hintz and Jon Anderson.  Also a free resource: Joel James “Expository Studying”

	C) Make Interpretation: 
		- Tools: biblehub.com
			gotquestions.org
			gty.org
			See Pastor Gary or Jakob Schmidt for commentary suggestions

	D) Heart Implication: How does this text implicate my heart?
		- Prov. 4:23; Matt. 22:37; Mark 7:21-23; Rom. 6:17; Ezek. 36:26

	E) Application: 






6) Practice Examples:
	- Gen. 1:1:



	- Jer. 32:40:





	- Eph. 6:4:



	- Gal. 6:1-2:



	- Matt. 28:18-20:



	- Rom. 1:16-17:



	- Eph. 2:8-10:




	- Eph. 4:11-16:




	- Rom. 4:23-5:11:




	- Luke 15:11-32:
