Healing 2

1. Intro
1.  Open Bibles to Matthew 9:35-38
A.  Last Week:  New Series “Healing 1”
a.  Why?
i.  I felt inspired to go in this direction
· After Nadine prayed for me.
ii.  Healing is our spiritual birthright
· Jesus referred to healing as “the children’s bread” in Matthew 15
iii.  It’s part of our spiritual DNA 
· As a Vineyard church
iv.  It a very practical way of learning how to hear God
· And follow His instructions
v.  Finally, it awesome to see sick people get better!
B.  In Healing 1
a.  Foundational Observations
i.  Healing was part of Jesus’ Ministry from the very beginning
ii.  There is a connection between “the Kingdom” and healing
iii.  Jesus walked the talk
· Proclamation and demonstration
b.  Why look at Healing
i.  I want us to live supernatural lives
· I want help you do the same
ii.  I feel called to prepare people to live by the Spirit
c.  How we would look at Healing
i.  Look through Jesus’ healing encounters in the Gospel of Mark
· See how Jesus healed the sick and glean from it

2.  Today: “Healing 2 - The Kingdom”
A.  Continuing to lay a solid biblical and theological foundation for healing
i.  I mentioned last week how the topic of the Kingdom required it’s own sermon
· As I prepared I realized that it would be best to address it early in these series…
· Than leave it for another time
· So, I will be speaking on the Kingdom today
B.  Today I will…
a.  The Kingdom of God & Healing
b.  Four Theological Interpretations of The Kingdom of God
i.  A Political Kingdom 
ii.  A Spiritual Kingdom
iii.  A Future Kingdom
iv.  A Present Kingdom
c.  The Biblical Evidence
d.  How I See It
e.  And we’ll finish up by practicing
i.  We’ll share any words of knowledge for healing
· And then we’ll pray for those people

3.  Sources
A.  Bakers Theological Dictionary of the Bible
B.  Some old Vineyard resources I’ve collected over the years
a.  Power Evangelism by John Wimber
b.  Healing Seminar (volume 1 syllabus) by John Wimber
i.  Let’s begin with scripture

4.  Read & Pray Matthew 9:35-38
A.  Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
a.  Lord, let us be the answer to those biblical prayers. Equip us, empower us and send us out into the harvest fields.
B.  Today I’m going to teach instead of preach
a.  You might want to take notes
i.  Will be much more theological in nature than usual


2. The Kingdom of God & Healing
1.  The Kingdom of God is intrinsically linked to healing
A.  The heart of Jesus’ message centered around the theme of the Kingdom of God
a.  The expression is found in 61 separate sayings in the Synoptic Gospels
b.  Counting parallels to these passages, the expression occurs over 85 times
c.  It also occurs twice in John’s Gospel (John 3:3 & 5)
B.  The phrase the “Kingdom of God” is found in such key places as:
a.  Preaching of John the Baptist
i.  “repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is near” 
· (Matthew 3:2)
b.  Jesus’ earliest announcement - preaching
i.  “The time has come…the Kingdom of God is near: Repent and believe the good news!” 
· (Mark 1:15, Matthew 4:17, Luke 4:42-43)
c.  The prayer Jesus taught his disciples
i.  “your kingdom come, your will be done” 
· (Matthew 6:10)
d.  In The Beatitudes
i.  “for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven” 
· (Matthew 5:3 & 10)
e.  At the Last Supper
i.  “I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it a new in the Kingdom of God” 
· (Mark 14:25)
f.  And in many of Jesus’ parables
i.  (Matthew 13, Mark 4 & Luke 19)
C.  Jesus connected the two (Healing & the Kingdom)
a.  First by Proclaiming the Kingdom in his preaching and
b.  Second by Demonstrating the Kingdom with signs and wonders
i.  Namely, Healing the sick, casting out demons and raising the dead
· As I just read from Matthew 9
D.  Definition
a.  Last week we defined the Kingdom as
i.  Simple definition: The sphere or realm of the King’s influence and authority
ii.  Better definition: “The dynamic reign of God, the assertion of God’s authority over the evil one and his deeds.”
· Healing 1 seminar by John Wimber
E.  Today I want to lay a foundational understanding of the Kingdom of God
a.  Painting with a very wide brush
i.  Please do go deeper on your own.
b.  Despite how central the expression the Kingdom of God (Heaven) was to Jesus’ teaching there has been great debate over exactly what he meant
c.  I believe we need a foundational understanding of the Kingdom as we begin to explore healing

3. Four Theological Interpretations of the Kingdom of God
1.  The Political Kingdom
A.  According to this view:
a.  Jesus sought to establish a Davidic-like kingdom in Jerusalem
b.  This Kingdom was political in nature and sought to free Israel from the Romans
c.  Jesus was a political revolutionary who sought to:
i.  Arm his disciples (Luke 22:35-38)
ii.  Enter Jerusalem on Palm Sunday as King (Mark 11:11)
iii.  Challenge the political establishment by cleansing the temple (Mark 11:15-18)
iv.  Urged the people to rebel by not paying taxes 
· A clear misinterpretation of Mark 12:13-17 in my opinion.
v.  Enlisted zealots as disciples (Mark 3:18)
vi.  Used the taking up of the cross, which was a symbol of zealot sacrifice for enlisting disciples (Mark 8:34)
vii.  Was crucified as a political rebel (Mark 15:26)
viii.  Between two other rebels (Mark 15:27)
B.  This interpretation has found few supporters over the years
a.  But it is raised from time to time
i.  It is however, an impossible viewpoint, in my opinion
· The evidence against it is over whelming
b.  Here’s why…
i.  The presence of a tax collector (Matthew) among the disciples is impossible to explain if Jesus were a revolutionary
· Tax collectors were seen as collaborators with Rome and hated by zealots 
ii.  The following teachings do not support a political interpretation
· Blessed are the peace makers (Matthew 5:9)
· If someone (a roman solider) forces you to go one mile, go with him two (Mathew 5:38-42)
· Love your enemies (Matthew 5:43-47)
· All who draw the sword will die by the sword (Matthew 26:32)
· Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s (Mark 12:13-17)
c.  Any honest study of these verses simple do not permit a political interpretation of the term “The Kingdom of God”

2.  The Liberal or Spiritual Kingdom
A.  During the height of theological liberalism, the Kingdom of God was understood as God’s rule in the human heart only
a.  Favorite supporting passage was Luke 17:20-21 NKJV
b.  Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.”
c.  Any eschatological (future or end times) thought of an actual Kingdom associated with this expression was seen as unrefined and primitive
d.  The kingdom was interpreted as purely symbolic of the inner rule of God in the heart of man
e.  The kingdom of God was God’s spiritual reign only in the life of a believer that resulted in an inner moral ethic
f.  This ethic focused on Jesus’ teachings concerning:
i.  The universal Fatherhood of God
ii.  The infinite value of the human soul
iii.  And the command to love
· Not bad but incomplete, 
· it falls short
B.  Liberal theology was/is built upon a faulty foundation
a.  A belief in the continual evolutionary progress and the ultimate goodness of humanity.
i.  This theology was dealt a mortal blow with the advent of WWI
· WWII and every subsequent war as done nothing to revive this naive optimism in humanity
b.  This along with the rediscovery of the eschatological (future or end times) element in the teachings of Jesus brought about the demise of this interpretation
i.  Namely that the Kingdom of God is internal and spiritual only
C.  You simply can not eliminate the future or end times (eschatological) dimension of Jesus’ teachings.  
a.  The Biblical evidence simply will not permit it.

3.  The Consistent or Future Kingdom
A.  At the turn of the 19th century the eschatological (future / end times) dimension of Jesus’ teaching was rediscovered
a.  It became evident that Jesus wasn’t a 19th century liberal
b.  But a 1st century Jew
i.  A Jew who must have thought to a great extent like a 1st century Jew
· So say the people holding to a Future only perspective of The Kingdom of God
B.  Since the Kingdom of God was seen by most Jews in Jesus’ day as a future supernatural kingdom
a.  One that would bring history to a close
i.  It was logical to assume Jesus thought the same way
b.  With this mind set Jesus’ saying concerning the Kingdom of God would have been understood by his audience as referring to a future kingdom
c.  And since Jesus made no radical attempt to correct their thinking, we must understand his teaching on the Kingdom of God as purely eschatological or future.
C.  According to this view Jesus taught that the Kingdom of God, which would bring history to it’s end, was future
a.  Future yes, but not distant future
i.  In fact it was very near
ii.  It had not yet arrived but was to appear at any moment
b.  Soon the Son of Man would come
i.  The final judgment would take place
ii.  And world history as we know it would end
c.  In the mean time believers were to:
i.  Avoid divorce
ii.  Refrain from marriage
iii.  Love their enemies
iv.  Turn the other cheek
v.  Not retaliate
vi.  Give to whoever was in need
d.  This fuels the concept of Christianity as:
i.  Sin management and fire insurance
· Sword in one hand a suitcase in the other
D.  It’s clear that this interpretation takes seriously the future dimension of Jesus’ sayings concerning the Kingdom
a.  However, it ignores any kind of saying found in the gospel which announces that the Kingdom has already in some ways already come
b.  These verses involving the arrival of the Kingdom of God were:
i.  Ignored
ii.  Seen as inauthentic
iii.  Or seen as the later creations of the church by advocates of that view

4.  The Realized or Present Kingdom
A.  View #3 - The future only view arose out of Germany
a.  An opposing view came from England
i.  The Present Kingdom
· England and Germany…
· Ever opposing theological views
B.  According to this view (The Present Kingdom) Jesus did announce the coming of the awaited kingdom
a.  However, he did not announce that it was coming in the near future
i.  But rather that he announced that it had already arrived
b.  In Jesus’ ministry the Kingdom of God had already come
i.  There was no need to look for something in the future
c.  The Son of Man had come and brought with him the Kingdom
i.  Nothing is still to come
· In it’s entirety - the Kingdom of God was realized in the coming of Jesus
C.  This view (Present Kingdom) like the Future Kingdom view has the benefit of taking seriously certain biblical data
a.  There is no doubt that in the Gospels Jesus announces that the Kingdom has come
b.  They do not announce that it is near
c.  They announce that it is here
D.  Contradictions
a.  It is evident that these two views, unless modified, contradict one another
b.  Yet both offer convincing biblical evidence to support their views
E.  Like the holders of Future Kingdom view the holders of this Present Kingdom view tend to see biblical data that contradicts it as inauthentic

4. The Biblical Evidence
1.  There is biblical evidence to support both the “Future Consistent” & Present Realized” views of the Kingdom of God
A.  Future Consistent
a.  In the Lord’s prayer we pray: “Your Kingdom come” (Luke 11:2), the kingdom as a result must be future
b.  (Matthew 7:21-23) Jesus saying that “not everyone who says to me Lord, Lord will enter the kingdom of God” this must refer to a future event because he continues “many will say to me on that day”
c.  At the Last Supper Jesus looks forward to “That day when I (Jesus) drink it anew in the Kingdom of God” (Mark 14:25)
d.  Other passages associate the coming of the Kingdom of God with the final Judgment
i.  Matthew 5:19-12, 8:11-12, 25:31-46 and Luke 13:22-30
e.  It is undeniable – there are many verses indicating that Jesus understood the Kingdom of God to be still future
B.  Present Realized
a.  In other passages however it is equally clear that the Kingdom of God is already present
b.  Jesus said “If I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the Kingdom of God has come to you” (Luke 11:20 & Matthew 12:28)
i.  In four other NT verses this verb “has come” phthano (fa-thaan-oh) is used
ii.  It clearly means “has arrived” or “is now present”
iii.  Those verses are Romans 9:31, 2 Corinthians 10:14, Philippians 3:16 & 1 Thessalonians 2:16
c.  The Old and The New
i.  Jesus declared that his coming marked the end of the old era
ii.  (Luke 16:16) “The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John.  Since that time, the good news of the Kingdom of God is being preached”
iii.  Two distinct periods of history are distinguished by Jesus
· The former is referred to as the period of the Law and the Prophets
· The second is the period of the Kingdom of God
iv.  John the Baptist is the bridge between the two
· He brings the old to it’s conclusion
· And announces the breaking in of the new
d.  This new thing – The Kingdom of God
i.  Can not be mixed with the old 
· You can’t put new wine into old wineskins
· (Mark 2:21-22)
ii.  Gathers the outcast 
· The blind, lame, lepers, deaf, the poor and even the dead are raised
· (Matthew 11:4-6)
iii.  And the lost tribes of Israel 
· The 12 apostles judging the 12 tribes of Isreal 
· (Mark 3:13-19, Matthew 19:28)
iv.  Manifest signs and wonders 
· But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. For truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.
· (Matthew 13:16-17)
v.  And Inaugurates a new covenant 
· In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
· (1 Corinthians 11:25)
e.  And again, Luke 17:20-21 NKJV
i.  Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.”
· It’s clear that Jesus was saying that the Kingdom of God is now

2.  How should we deal with this apparent contradiction?
A.  Let’s take a vote… no (haha)
a.  Let’s see just how many verses support each side and ignore the others
i.  Isn’t that what the Germans and English did?
· That doesn’t work

3.  Rule and Reign of God
A.  If we agree that the Kingdom of God is the rule and reign of God and not geographical territory, we might better understand the term Kingdom of God if we think of it as the Rule of God or The Reign of God
B.  Jesus viewed the Kingdom as the Rule of God, it’s clear in…
a.  Matthew 6:33 “Seek first the Kingdom of God” and
b.  Mark 10:15 “Receive the Kingdom of God like a little child”
C.  Understanding the Kingdom as the Reign of God it’s possible for Jesus to announce that 
a.  In fulfillment of OT promises the reign of God has arrived
b.  In His coming Satan had been defeated (Luke 10:18 & 11:20-22)
c.  The resurrection of the dead has begun (1 Corinthians 15:20)
d.  A new covenant has been established (1 Corinthians 11:25)
e.  The promised Spirit has come (Mark 1:8)
f.  Indeed the Kingdom is “already now” realized in history
D.  However the consummation of the “already now” still lies in the future
a.  The coming of the Son of Man
b.  The final resurrection

5. How I See It
1.  The Kingdom of God is both now and not yet
A.  The Kingdom of God is “realized” and present in one sense and yet “consistent” and future in another.  
a.  With a spiritual, supernatural dynamic throughout
B.  This is not a contradiction but simply the nature of the Kingdom.
a.  It’s not political
b.  It’s not internal / spiritual only
c.  It’s not future only
d.  And it’s not present only
e.  It’s present, future and Spirit all at the same time
C.  The NT is written from the view point of overlapping ages
a.  The now and the not yet
b.  This approach will help us to have a correct understanding of healing in the NT
c.  Our situation is similar to that of an underground army still living in a land occupied by a defeated enemy
i.  Such as the French underground after D-Day during the Second World War
ii.  Though their eventual defeat was certain…
· The Germans were still capable of committing horrible atrocities on French civilians
d.  When the Allied Forces took the beach at Normandy on D-Day, June 6th 1944 Hitler’s defeat was assured
i.  However, it wasn’t until VE-Day, May 8th 1945 that victory was celebrated
ii.  We essentially live between D-Day and VE-Day
iii.  Between the Cross and the Second Coming
iv.  And we have much work to do

2.  When Jesus said that the Kingdom or ruler-ship of God had come in him…
A.  He meant that God had come to claim what was rightly his!
a.  The future age – the kingdom of God 
b.  Invades the present age – the realm of Satan
c.  When he said that the kingdom of God had come in him…
i.  he claimed for himself the position of Divine Invader 
· Coming to see everything made right
· [bookmark: _GoBack]“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devils works” (1 John 3:8)
d.  Jesus proclaimed the Kingdom and then demonstrated
i.  He did this by healing the sick, casting out demons and raising the dead.
· And he has commissioned us to do likewise
· So let’s practice now
· Let’s practice doin the stuff
ii.  I just spent a fair amount of time proclaiming the message of the Kingdom
· Let’s practice the demonstration of the kingdom

Ministry Time
1. Invite the Holy Spirit
1.  Pray that the gifts be stirred up
A.  Ask for revelation, words of knowledge and healing
a.  Oh God, let your kingdom come and your will be done here and now.

2. Ask who has a word of knowledge
1.  Ask who has that aliment
A.  Pray for them
a.  Repeat until done

3. Invite worship team up for a final song
1.  Close in prayer
