Ephesians 1:4-10

Intro
· Today is my third in a series on Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
· I want to thank Tom Schultz for filling the pulpit last week
· Verses 3-14 are jam packed with truth after profound truth
· This morning we’ll take ay look at verses 4-10
· Please be listening to Holy Spirit for Words of Knowledge
· I’ll make space for them at the end of today’s message
· Read and Pray: Ephesians 1:3-10

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will - 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment - to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.

· In this letter Paul is the king of run on sentences
· We’ll take it verse by verse
· Let’s begin at verse 4

Verse 4
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.
· For he chose us ahead of time
· Before creation itself
· The word “world” here is kosmos meaning Universe 
· This means that you were in the very heart of God before he created the sun, the moon, the stars…
· Or even light itself
· Before he created ANYTHING
· He choose you!
· It also means that he chose you before you could DO anything
· Before you could produce or perform
· Before you could serve or give
· Out of his great love…
· He. Chose. You.

· Of this John Calvin writes:
· “For if we are chosen in Christ, it is outside ourselves. It is not from the sight of our deserving, but because our heavenly Father has engrafted us, through the blessing of adoption, into the Body of Christ. In short, the name of Christ excludes all merit, and everything which men have of themselves.”
· It’s not our good works
· But rather, his gracious choice

· And in his sight…
· In his eyes…
· As God Almighty sees you…
· You ARE holy and blameless
· You are chosen to be holy and blameless in his sight
· Holy:
· Meaning: A most holy thing
· Or separated or set apart
· Again, it’s not performance
· It’s chosen
· You are Holy because God has set you apart for himself
· We are holy because God is holy and we are his.
· Just like Nadine is a Zawacki because I am a Zawacki and we are in covenant relationship
· Also, because I pursued passionately
· Just like God does with us.
· Not only holy, but also blameless
· Blameless:
· Without blame but more…
· Strong’s adds: “as a sacrifice without spot or blemish”
· And: “morally: without blemish, faultless unblameable”
· Unblameable – Wow!
· So powerful. And this is not our work, 
· But the work of God.

· Holy and Blameless in Ephesians 5:25-27
· Paul refers back to this phrase later on
· Pay close attention to who is doing the work of holiness
· Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.
· God makes the bride holy
· God does the cleansing
· God makes us radiant
· God removes every stain, wrinkle or blemish
· God himself makes us holy and blameless
· Not us – God!

Side note about the Bride
· The New Testament is written in Greek
· But Jesus spoke Aramaic 
· A language belonging to the same family as Hebrew
· On the cross when Jesus cried out “It is Finished”…
· He would have spoken it, not in the Greek, “tetelestai” 
· but in Aramaic “kalah”. (Ka-la)
· Now, Kalah is an Aramaic homonym 
· A word that sounds the same but has different meanings
· Kalah means both:
· Fulfilled or completed
· As in “it is finished!”
· But it also means Bride
· So, get this - when Jesus cried out Kalah on the cross
· He was indeed declaring that the work of the cross was complete: “it is finished!”
· But he was also crying out with his final breathes:
· “My Bride!”
· Isn’t that awesome!!
· It is all about Jesus’ passionate and fierce love for us his Bride
· The Bride HE is cleansing
· The Bride HE is making radiant
· The Bride that HE is making holy and blameless
· The spotless Bride that HE is coming back for
· God is so much better than you thought he was!
· Which takes us to verse 5

Verse 5
In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will –
· Strong’s defines predestined in the New Testament as:
· God decreeing from eternity
· In his great and lavish love…
· God decreed from eternity…
· Before the world was created…
· That we are part of the family
· That we were part of his family
· This was not only his will, but his great pleasure
· His choice, his desire, his delight, his satisfaction
· His great pleasure
· That’s how God sees you
· That’s how he saw you before he created you
· That’s how he sees you now.
· That’s how God can choose the betrayer Peter and the Terrorist Saul of Tarsus.
· Before the world began…
· They were part of the family
· They were adopted but just didn’t know it yet

· Concerning our adoption William Barclay writes:
· In Roman law, “When the adoption was complete it was complete indeed. The person who had been adopted had all the rights of a legitimate son in his new family and completely lost all rights in his old family. In the eyes of the law he was a new person. So new was he that even all debts and obligations connected with his previous family were abolished as if they had never existed.”
· Sounds like being born again
· And get this – it’s ALL by the grace of God
· Verse 6

Verse 6
to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.
· How is all this even possible?
· How could God possibly see us this way?
· Spotless, unblameable, part of the family?
· All by God’s glorious grace
· As it says in the next chapter Ephesians 2:8-9
· For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith -and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast.
· And this amazing grace has been freely given
· Not earned or deserved
· Not merited by our production or behavior
· Freely given
· Free means free
· No charge
· Freely given to us in Jesus
· The One the Father loves!
· I like how the KJV puts it
· Verse 6 KJV
· To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.
· Accepted in the beloved
· I like the sound of that
· Back in the 4th century Archbishop of Constantinople John Chrysostom (Chris-sauce-tom) wrote concerning the work of God that makes us “accepted in the Beloved”
· He says:
· “It is as if one were to take a leper and change him into a lovely youth.”
· Truly we are born again
· New creations in Christ Jesus

Verse 7-8
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding,
· In Christ we have Redemption 
· We have been ransomed, delivered and liberated
· There was a price paid for our freedom
· 1 Corinthians 6:19-20a
· Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price.
· Webster’s Dictionary: Redeem
· To make something that is bad or unpleasant better or more acceptable; to exchange or to buy back
· We have been ransomed by God
· Purchased with by Christ’s own blood

· And Forgiveness
· We have been pardoned, and released from prison
· It’s why Jesus came
· He said so himself in Luke 4:18
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
· And in John 3:16-17
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
· As well as Luke 19:10
 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

· And all this by the riches of his grace
· By his lavish, super-abundant, amazing grace
· Not cheap, thin, weak or fragile grace
· But by the “RICHES of God’s grace”

· That he lavished upon us
· Lavish means to overflow with abundance
· Here’s a word picture for you:
· Imagine a 3-year-old trying to pour a gallon container of milk into a juice glass
· Overflowing with abundance
· Super-abundant grace

· With ALL wisdom and understanding…
· About what?
· Verse 9…

Verse 9
he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ,
· Part of what belongs to us under the riches of His grace is…
· The knowledge of the mystery of His will

· What is this mystery of his will?
· That has been made know to us with all wisdom and understanding?
· According to God’s good pleasure
· Which has been purposed in Christ?
· It’s this:
· That God desires intimacy with you
· That the Trinity desires intimate love with us
· That God created us for friendship for relationship
· That we would be one with them as they are one with one another
· Jesus’ prayer on the night he was betrayed
· Just before going to the cross
· Offers insight into the mystery of God’s will
· Listen in to Jesus’ conversation with the Father   from John 17:20-23

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - 23 I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

· We have an amazing God who love us with an amazing love
· And he has lavished his amazing grace upon us…
· That humanity might have intimacy with the Divine
· That the finite might commune with the infinite
· That heaven might meet earth in a sloppy wet kiss!

Verse 10
to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment - to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
· Concerning the phrase “to bring to unity” David Guzik writes:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The word for “gather together” (or bring to unity) has the idea of “to unite” or “to sum up.” It was used for the process of adding up a column of figures and putting the sum up at the top. Paul’s idea is that God will make all things “add up” at the end, and right now He is in the process of coming to that final sum.
· And the columns will all indeed add up
· When the times reach their fulfillment
· Or in the fullness of time
· Truly God is able. God alone is able to…
· In the end work all things together for good.
· Let’s pray

Let’s Pray
· Lord, thank you for choosing us. For capturing our hearts even as we ran from you. 
· For ransoming us with your blood
· For loving us lavishly
· And for your amazing super-abundant grace
· You desire intimacy with us and we say yes Lord, we say yes

Ministry Time
· Any words of knowledge?
· If you need anything at all today
· Please come forward at the final song.

