
Part 3
Unconditional
How to love like you’ve never been hurt

As we’ve pointed out already…

1st - “Being hurt is inevitable.”
2nd – “Those we love the most – have the ability to hurt us the most.”
3rd – “It’s the devil that’s trying to destroy you.”

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Since hurt, wounds, scars are a part of life…


The question becomes…
· How do we respond to the hurt?
· Answer isn’t easy, but it’s right…


· Unconditionally
· We must love like we’ve never been hurt.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



This is a hard topic…but a great topic…
· It’s not a touchy feely message… it but it’s something we all need to hear.

· I know that last week there were great conversations in our Ranch Groups…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Few things we’ve learned so far…

· 1st – Even though you follow the King(Jesus), you can still get hurt.
· 2nd – The King covers our butts. (2 Samuel 10)
· 3rd –Stop keeping record, and start losing count.

· We must forgive.
· Stop keeping record of wrongs.
· Start losing count of how many times you’ve forgiven, and just keep forgiving. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Theme verse has been…

· 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 – “1If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 3If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing. 4Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 6It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.”

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Focus our time today on the truth with find in vs. 7: 

· vs. 7 - 7Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.”

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




4th –Love never Quits.



EX - 
What I’ve learned recently is…
· When things don’t go our way.
· When we don’t like something.
· When we don’t understand something.

· The easiest thing to do is QUIT!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



But what the scripture shows us is…
· When you love someone – you don’t quit them - Period.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



I already know what some of you are thinking…

· “You told us last week that it was ok to quit people if they the relationship is unhealthy.”

· No – I did not. 
· I said, “RECONCILE” – then love them at a distance.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



What we tend to want to do – is just write people off and never think twice about them…

This is not biblical.
This is not of God.


· Walking away / without explanation / without the attempt for reconciliation is not God’s desire!
· We are called to love, forgive, reconcile and then if distance needs to happen – it’s ok.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Why should we not quit those who’ve hurt us?



1st - God never quits us.



· Lamentations 3:22 – “22The faithful love of the LORD never ends! His mercies never cease.”







EX – Jesus and how His disciples hurt Him – A crowd of men with swords and clubs come to arrest Jesus…Peter tries to cut the head off of one of the men…but only gets an ear. Jesus heals the mans ear and then addresses the crowd of men…


· Matthew 26:55-56 – 55Then Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I some dangerous revolutionary, that you come with swords and clubs to arrest me? Why didn’t you arrest me in the Temple? I was there teaching every day. 56But this is all happening to fulfill the words of the prophets as recorded in the Scriptures.” At that point, all the disciples deserted him and fled.

· The disciples were really the only friends Jesus had.
· But they disserted Jesus and I’m sure Jesus felt the hurt! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



But, What was Jesus’ reaction when we hurt Him?
Love

· Later after all of this…He’s hanging on the cross…

· Luke 23:34 – “Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they don't know what they are doing….”

· HE STILL DIED FOR THEM!
· EVEN THOUGH THEY HURT HIM!

· And after He rose from the dead.
· He went and saw them and reconciled to them.
· He made them feel worthy again to serve Him.
· He loved them like He’d never been hurt! 


We should live the same!

· We should forgive – not fight.
· We should reconcile – not retreat.
· We should communicate – not condemn.
· We should love – not leave. 


God’s love never quits.


· Psalm 86:17 – “15But you, O Lord, are a God of compassion and mercy, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness.”


Why should we not quit those who hurt us?
1st – Cause God never quits us.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




2nd truth we have to recognize is…


2nd - Love equals sacrifice.


· Matthew 16:24 – “Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”

Jesus says – “We have to deny ourselves.”
· This means we deny ourselves the right to QUIT!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Loving the Lord and loving others takes sacrifice…

“If you never sacrifice anything for God, something is wrong.”

As believers…
We will be called to sacrifice…

· Time
· Comfort
· Emotions
· Easy road
· Pride

· All to love people like we’ve never been hurt! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Let’s be clear:

· Sin is sin.

· EX - If your son our daughter chooses to live in sin.
· And hurts me by not living according to my desires and God’s plan.
· If your son or daughter decides to…
· Sleep around
· Get drunk all the time
· Do drugs
· I’m going to call it out and we will address it.
· God’s Word is Truth.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



But here’s another biblical truth…

· God never commanded us to… reject or quit people because they are not living up to a certain spiritual standard. 

· Often we…
· Judge
· Disapprove
· Refuse to have anything to do with them.
· Announce to the world “IT’S OVER” on Social Media!
· Sometimes in the name of FAITH.

· But remember the scripture…

· “We can have all these spiritual things – but if we don’t have love. WE HAVE NOTHING.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Love DOESN’T say:

· “You made your bed, now you can lay in it.”
· “What you did is unforgiveable, and until you change, I’m done.”



Love SAYS:

· “I will never agree with your decision, or what you did, but I still love you.”
· To a child…or family member…
· “I will never aid or abet what you’re doing, but you are still mine, and I still love you.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOVE ALWAYS LEAVES THE DOOR OPEN FOR CONVERSATION AND RECONCILIATION.


It’s never wrong to love.
It’s never out of order.
You do not compromise your faith when you love.

· This is what it means to love like you’ve never been hurt! 

2nd – Quitting’s easy – But Love takes sacrifice.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Last truth…


3rd – Love that doesn’t quit - pays off. 



· Proverbs 21:21 – “Whoever pursues righteousness and unfailing love will find life, righteousness, and honor.”

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


EX – 
The times we’re hurt and don’t quit…
· Our marriage.
· Our family member
· Our sons/daughter
· Our friends

· Loving like this will pay off
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


God promises…we will find…
· LIFE
· RIGHTEOUSNESS
· HONOR

· If we PURSUE unfailing love.

· Doesn’t say those who are…
· “PERFECT” at unfailing love.
· But those who pursue it!

· We must strive for it.
· Sacrifice for it.
· FIGHT FOR IT!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EX – 
· If my kids twist off.
· If I love like I’ve never been hurt – God will move in me and in them.
· If a spouse is faithful and forgiving – when hurt by their husband/wife – God will honor it and heal their relationship.
· 


Love fights for relationships – it doesn’t quit.
· Love fights for it’s church family – when the devil attacks.
· Love fights for its marriage.
· Love fights for its family.
· Love fights for its kids.

· We have to love like we’ve never been hurt – and if we do – IT WILL PAY OFF. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Scripture that has been one of my life verses, especially these past few years…


· Hebrews 10:35-38 – “35So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great reward it brings you! 36Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has promised.” 37“For in just a little while, the Coming One will come and not delay. 38And my righteous ones will live by faith. But I will take no pleasure in anyone who turns away.”

· Endurance pays off!
· There is a great reward!
· If we don’t stop trusting Jesus.
· If we don’t QUIT!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



BOW HEADS:

LOVE NEVER QUITS

Why NOT?
· 1ST – God never quits us.
· 2nd – Love equals sacrifice.
· 3rd – Love that doesn’t quit – pays off. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WHO HAVE YOU QUIT – WITHOUT TRYING TO RECONCILE?
WHO DO YOU NEED TO LOVE LIKE YOU’VE NEVER BEEN HURT?
PURSUE UNFAILING LOVE.
YOU’LL NEVER REGRET IT!

EX – 
You may have NOT quit someone, but you’ve had someone QUIT YOU…

· A spouse that quit you.
· A mom/dad that quit you.
· A friend quit you.
· A trusted employee quit you.

· They didn’t fight for our relationship.
· They didn’t fight for reconciliation.

· They just quit.
· And it hurt!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


In that case we are called to do what we learned last week about love…

· Love keeps no record of wrongs.
· Love forgives as many times as it takes!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



What is the antidote for failure is not quitting.
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