UnChristian 4
I. Intro

1. Open bibles to Mark 10:32-34
2. Four Weeks ago I began a new sermon series titled unChristian

A. Inspired by the book of the same title written by David Kinnaman

B. I told you that I wanted us to actually Be A Bridge

a.  A Bridge Man to Man… and
b. A Bridge Man to God
C.  We’re using Kinnaman’s book “unChristian” to:
a. Help us become that bridge by helping us better understand how we are perceived by what Kinnaman terms “outsiders”
i. Those outside the church or the unchurched

b. It’s well written and based upon excellent and extensive research

D. Kinnaman offers 6 negative perceptions “outsiders” have of us, they say we are:
a. Hypocritical

i. They say that Christians pretend to be something unreal, conveying a polished image that is not accurate
b. Too focused on getting converts
i. They feel like targets rather than people
c. Anti-homosexual

i. Outsiders say that Christians are bigoted and show distain for gays and lesbians
d. Sheltered

i. Outsiders say that we do not respond to reality in appropriately complex ways, preferring simplistic solutions (input slogans) and answers
e. Too Political

i. Christians are overly motivated by a political agenda
f. Judgmental

i. They think we are quick to judge and doubt that we really love people as we say we do
3. Three Weeks ago in: unChristian 2
A. We did something a little different: 
a. We had a dialogue

b. You guys broke up into small group and answered three questions

i. What can we practically do as individuals to change “outsiders” negative perceptions of us?
ii. What can we do as a church to change “outsiders” negative perceptions of us?
iii. How can we better Live Love to those outside our community of faith?
c. We then shared our answers in the larger group and ended with you guys praying for one another.

i. It was a good day and we came away with many god ideas like...

· Be friendly, show kindness, don’t preach, Live Love, be real, be transparent, avoid christianese, change our approach, respect boundaries, be willing to play on their turf, have fun and many more…

4. Two Weeks Ago: 11/11

A. I followed the leading of the Spirit, left my prepared sermon behind and shared with you some supernatural experinces I’ve had on 11/11 since 2005, including this past 11/11 of 2009

5. Last Week: unChristian 3 – “What’s in a Name”?

A. Two Questions

a. Why are we called Christians?
b. It is time for a new name?
i. Has Christianity become unchristian?

c. The we talked about it, some real good insights where shared

d. It seemed that most of us here are open to a new name so long as we don’t mess that one up too.

e. My personal favorite is “follower of Jesus”

i. A few of you seemed to like that one too

6. Today: UnChristian 4 – Following Jesus
A. Share a video
B. Share My Heart
C. And see if we can find a better way
7. Show the Video

A. Recycle Your Faith

a. Craig Spinks, interesting guy on an 8 month road trip producing interesting interviews with unique pastors/ministers/ministries
b. You can flow him on facebook

c. Or his website www.recycleyourfaith.com
B. Vince Antonucci

a. Pastors a church on the Vegas strip called Verve

i. Tag line “Stripping Church, Seeking Life

b. Avid blogger and has authored a book titled:

i. “I Became a Christian and all I got was this Lousy Tee Shirt”

ii. I think Vince and I could be friends

iii. You can find more info on Vince at www.vinceantonucci.com
C. In my last 11/11 experience God said to me

a. Let’s Walk Together (2 times)

b. Follow Me (3 times)

i. Needless to say, this video captured my attention

D. Let’s look a little closer at that Mark 10 verse

8. Read & Pray: 
A. Mark 10:32-34
B. 32They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and told them what was going to happen to him. 33"We are going up to Jerusalem," he said, "and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 34who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise."
C. Translations

a. Amplified

i. They were on the way going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking on in front of them; and they were bewildered and perplexed and greatly astonished, and those [who were still] following were seized with alarm and were afraid. 

b. Message

i.  and they were following, puzzled and not just a little afraid.

· Jesus messed with people, he was an amazing outside the box leader

D. Definitions

a. Astonished

i. Thambeō = to be amazed or to terrify
b. Afraid

i. Phobeō = 

· to be struck with fear, to be startled by strange sights or occurrences, to be struck with amazement

· to reverence, venerate, to treat with deference or reverential obedience
E. Personally

a. I don’t want to force you to believe or behave
b. I just want to help you follow Jesus
c. As your pastor I don't want to manage your behavior, I want to stoke your passion!

d. I want to help you live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit

e. And I want to help you reach your God given destiny.
f. Following Jesus is an exciting and dynamic adventure!

i. It has been for me and I want it to be so for you  too!

g. OK, so you’ve seen the video, now let me tell you a story

II. Share My Heart
1. Franciscan Friar and author Richard Rohr Quote

A. “There are two ways of being a prophet. One is to tell the enslaved that they can be free.  It is the difficult path of Moses. The second is to tell those who think they are free that they are in fact enslaved. This is the even more difficult path of Jesus.”
2. Emancipation of the Freed
A. My Blog Title

B. Explain title

a. The freed need to be emancipated
b. The church needs to be set free from man made religious rules and regulations that are strangling the life of God out of us!

c. The church needs to be set free from a Performance Based Christianity and restored to a Relationally Based Christianity.

i. Both with God and with one another

d. It’s one of my passions and part of my calling

e. I want to see the church free

f. I want to see you free

3. Dawn Dube Facebook Status from Friday 11/27
A. Please don't take this the wrong way but.......if the church was even half as interested in character & integrity as it is in feathers, gold teeth, stones, and perpetual states of self-satisfying bliss, perhaps those in the world waiting for the 'real thing' would find what we have even remotely believable.

a. To that all I have to say is… Amen Sister!

B. I could be wrong but I don’t believe the American church haven't seen true revival since the Jesus people movement and the birth of the Charismatic renewal back in the 70’s
C. Since then most of what we refer to as revival has been Christians running from conferences to conferences or events to events
a. Heck I hosted some of them in my time

i. But I never called them revival
D. And we have created man made rules upon man made rules for the purpose of crowd control but the crowds never show up.
a. Maybe a little transfer group at best... but the people leave and we’re left stuck with all the rules and regs.

b. And St Paul told the Galatians in Chapter 3
i. 1You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? …After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? 
E. And in Chapter 5
a. It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

b. These words resonate within my heart and are life to me!

4. Here’s some home work for you: compare how Jesus treated sinners vs. religious professionals

A. How did Jesus treat sinners?

a. The woman caught in adultery (John 8:1-11)
b. The woman at the well (John 4)
c. Matthew the tax collector (Matthew 9)
i. He’s a tip, he loved them!

ii. Tenderly, compassionately, he loved them!
B. How did Jesus treat the religious professional?

a. Scribes, Pharisees & Teachers of the Law? (Matthew 23)
i. 23"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 24You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. (Matthew 23:24-25)
C. How do we treat sinners?

5. Time to return to our first love

A. Revelation 2:2-5

a. I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. 4Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. 5Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first.

B. I do not know of one pastor who entered the ministry to oversee building or budgets.

C. Not one who entered the ministry because of his passion for viral marketing, branding or new product development

D. I don’t know of one man who entered the ministry to be a sin manager or spiritual policeman

E. NO!

a. We entered the ordained ministry because 

b. we felt called of God, 

c. we loved God and wanted to serve him

d. We loved people and wanted to help them - be they lost or saved
F. Just as sex is a poor substitute for true love, ministry is a poor substitute for true intimacy with God!

a. We NEED to return to our first love!
6. I'm tried of swallowing camels and I'm feed up with gnats
A. I want to do the stuff!!!

B. I'm tired of maintaining infrastructures and institutions that are an end to themselves when they were meant to grant support to a body that LIVES and LOVES! and DOES the STUFF!

C. I don’t give a damn about building a ministry
a. I want to build people
b. I want to love PEOPLE
c. I want to help people live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit
d. I want to help people reach their God given destinies.
i. If THAT becomes a "Ministry" fine, if not I couldn't care less.

7. What was Jesus' Mission Statement?

A. Luke 4:14-20 (Isaiah 61)
 14Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.

 16He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 17The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
 18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
      because he has anointed me 
      to preach good news to the poor. 
   He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
      and recovery of sight for the blind, 
   to release the oppressed, 
    19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."[e]
 20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.

8. What is our Great Commission?

A. Matthew 28:18-20
B. Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
9. How are we to be recognized as his?

A. John  13:34-35
B. "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
C. May We be a people who are recognized by love

D. Let’s return to our first love and LIVE LOVE!

10. Live Love

A. Let’s follow the way of love

a. Love is not selfish, prideful, selfishly ambition
b. There are the things that need to be caged within ridge man made rules and regulations

c. Yet pride and selfishness can be annihilated by love, by living love

B. Husbands concerning your wife and your children:

a. LIVE LOVE
C. Wives do the same with your husbands and your children:

a. LIVE LOVE
D. Children, concerning your parents, siblings, classmates and teachers:

a. LIVE LOVE 
E. Employees concerning your employers, supervisors or managers:
a. LIVE LOVE 
F. Jesus said that all the rules and regulations are summed up in this: love
11. Ministry Time
12. Let’s Pray

A. To Follow Jesus

B. To be astonished and amazed

C. To Live Love

