Easter 2015: Set Your Heart and Mind

I Open Bibles to Colossians 3:1-2
1 Happy Easter

2 Today: Set Your Heart & Mind
A. Choice
B. Focus
C. Change

3 Read & Pray: Colossians 3:1-2
A. "Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things."
B. Last Monday morning the Lord touched me with these verses
a.  I thought they’d be good for an Easter Message
C. I like the Amplified Bible’s take on Colossians 3:1-2
a.  “1 IF THEN you have been raised with Christ [to a new life, thus sharing His resurrection from the dead], aim at and seek the [rich, eternal treasures] that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 And set your minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher things), not on the things that are on the earth.”
b.  The KJV states verse 2 this way… 
i “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.“

II Choice
1 Every minute of every day you choose
A. We live in a constant state of choice
B. Will I sit at a table or on a stool?
C. Will I have coffee or tea?
D. One bagel or two donuts?
E. On what, on whom or where will I set my affection?
F. Will I love or will withhold love and judge instead?

2 The Ultimate Choice
A. “IF THEN you have been raised with Christ”
B. Easter
a.  As Christians, Easter is our highest holy day
i Eclipsing even Christmas!
b.  Today we Remember and Celebrate Christ’s Resurrection from the dead
i But more, much more than just the recalling of a significant religious, historical event.
c.  Today we Remember and Celebrate that our relationship with the Father has been restored
d.  Easter is all about relationship
i The Father sent the Son because our relationship with the Trinity was broken
ii Jesus came to restore that relationship
C. The Father and Jesus have made their choice
a.  They choose you
b.  Now it’s your turn to choose
i Have you chosen them?
c.  Prayer of Salvation
i Everyone, please close your eyes and bow your head
ii Everyone please pray with me
· Lord, thank you for choosing me, I choose you as my God
· Come and have the very highest place in me
· Let’s get to know one another, let’s be friends, let’s be very close friends, amen… 
iii Look at me if that was your first time
· Awesome!

III Focus
1 OK, the “IF” Question is resolved
A. “IF THEN you have been raised with Christ [to a new life, thus sharing His resurrection from the dead], 
B. From this place of mutual choosing
a.  God choosing you and You choosing God

2 Let’s focus or refocus as the case may be
A. aim at and seek the [rich, eternal treasures] that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
B. Before you can shoot for something you have to aim at it
a.  You have to acquire a target before you can hit it
i Teaching Tommy to shoot a basket and throw a football
C. One of the benefits secured via Easter is this ability to refocus
a.  The lost are unable to refocus
b.  And all too often the saved are unwilling to refocus
i But as the object of His affection – we have the option to look up
ii The Message says it this way… Colossians 3:1-2
· 1-2 So if you're serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act like it. Pursue the things over which Christ presides. Don't shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the things right in front of you. Look up, and be alert to what is going on around Christ - that's where the action is. See things from his perspective.

3 The Mind
A. Proverbs 23:7 says “As a man thinks in his heart, so he is”
a.  John Paul Jackson says it this way 
i “What you focus on you make room for”
ii “What you fear you empower”
b.  Your mind will follow your heart
i Your thoughts will follow your passions
ii You can disciple your mind for just so long
· Eventually your heart wins out
· Has anyone in this room ever been on a diet?
· If we change our thinking we will eventually influence our feelings
· If we refocus our passions our mind rushes to support it!
· Fuel your passions and your mind will change
· good or bad depending on your passion
· So, make HIM your passion!
c.  So, here’s a good question: 
i “What have you been thinking about?”
d.  Here’s a better question: 
i “Who owns your heart?”
B. If you own your heart you’ll focus on earthly things
C. If He owns your heart you’ll focus on heavenly things
a.  More often or at least some of the time

IV Change
1 Moving from seeking and aiming to setting
A. Amplified: And set your minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher things), not on the things that are on the earth.”
B. KJV: “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth

2 Fierce winds in the Tri-Cities
A. Worse wind storms I’ve ever experiences
a.  Common for fences to blow down
B. Wood posts just won’t make it, right?
a.  You need to dig a whole, pour cement and “SET” a metal pole
b.  Then it can withstand the winds

3 Dictionary.com has 100 definitions for the word “Set”
A. #29 is: “to put into a fixed, rigid, or settled state…”
a.  Saint Paul is telling us in Colossians 3 what the writer of Hebrews is telling us Hebrews 12:2
i “Fix your eyes on Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith”

4 We need to set and keep set our minds and affections on what is above where Christ is seated and NOT on earthly things
A. For all of us this means CHANGE

5 Above the Line Thinking
A. On Monday night John Paul referred to this as “Above the line Thinking”
a.  Draw a square box
b.  Cut in half with a horizontal line
c.  Shade in bottom half
d.  Write in the words Earthly thinking
e.  In top half write Heavenly Thinking
f.  We want to think “Above the Line”
B. Ever heard the phase:
a.  “Don’t be so heavenly minded that you’re no earthly good”
b.  That’s such crap
c.  Unless we are heavenly minded we are no earthly good!

V 40 Days
1 January 2 – February 10, 2008 
A. City Wide 40 days of prayer and fasting
B. Personally lead to fast TV
C. Somewhere toward to end of the fast I sensed a subtle impression from God
a.  “40 vision in 40 days”
b.  It sounded like him
c.  I made myself available – He made it happen

2 February 11 – March 21, 2008
A. 40 Visions
B. 2-3 hours a day most days
C. An hour or two in the word and another hour or two in the Spirit
D. Most intrinsic, some extrinsic – all extremely powerful to me
E. I experienced God is many different ways
a.  As the Glorified Lord of All
b.  As the Lion of the Tribe of Judah
c.  As the Warrior riding on his Horse
d.  As the Wise Father giving counsel to his adult son
e.  As Dad playing with his little boy
f.  As Friend
g.  And more
F. The result of many of these encounters was repentance
a.  Oh God, Oh God, Oh God you are so holy and I am so not
b.  Yet convinced and astounded of his extravagant and committed love for me
c.  I feel more content and satisfied now than ever before in my life
i He loves me and that’s much more than enough
d.  Let me share part of one encounter with you

3 Two Trees
A. Tell Two Trees Story

All day long I have seen the two trees in the garden. And I see them now.  I’m struck by how much they look alike.  From where I’m standing the Tree of the Knowledge of Good & Evil is on my left and the Tree of Life is on my right.

I’m convicted realizing that so often I have chosen to eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good & Evil instead of the Tree of Life.  Just standing here I know that many times of have picked fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good & Evil thinking I was picking from the Tree of Life.  So foolish, so much pride.  I can see how all day, everyday I choose… soul or Spirit.

I turn and look at the Lion, His eyes are closed and His mouth is shut.  Suddenly he opens his crystal clear, sparkling blue eyes and roars at me!

The sight of his eyes stirred a mixture of love and terror.  I could feel his great love as I looked in his eyes but at the same time it was terrifyingly scary.  There was buth an instant between the sight of his eyes and his roar but somehow the love and fear of the Lord in his eyes prepared me for his roar.

The roar impacted me like the wind of a hurricane.  I flew back through the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and landed on the ground.  I’m cut up, shredded really but the thorns and branches.  It’s hard to explain but I felt disassembled back to dust or sand and reassembled.  I’m not quite sure if I’ve lost consciousness but I’m awakened by His tongue licking my left cheek.  He’s cleaning me like a lioness would her cub.  I feel reconstructed, reborn and the residue of birth is being cleansed from me.  As this takes place I see flashes of images from my life, like a movie played in reverse.

Next he (the Lion) puts his mouth on mine and breathes into me.  Its as if I’m a partially deflated balloon being re-inflated. I feel disorientated; my senses are on overload, almost intoxicating.  Time and space seems fuzzy.  I feel sleepy.

After a while he picks me up in his mouth by the back of my neck and deposited me beside the Tree of Life.  Even Proximity to the Tree of life has life in it, it feels so much different.  I feel strengthen, clarity is returning.  He squeezes juice from it’s fruit into my mouth and I can once again stand.

Up close I can tell how different this tree is it’s filled with fruit and filled with life!  There aren’t any thorns, even the bark feels soft and velvety.  There is so much light, life, joy and freedom here compared to the confusion and disorientation of the other tree.

I seem to understand that this is one of “Trainings in Righteousness” I need to recognize the differences between the two trees.  What they feel like.  What they truly look like.  What they do to me.

I can feel that it is time to go but I don’t want to leave.  It is so good here.  I turn to the Lion as if to say please let’s stay and I’m reminded/rebuked… “You are to go when I say go”.  And I submit, quickly.

1 Soul vs. Spirit
A. Isaiah 55:8-9
a.  8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways," 
       declares the LORD. 
b.   9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
c.  Above the Line Thinking


II How Tom, How?
1 Relationship – it is the only way
A. Make Friendship with God your ultimate objective
B. Do Not experience or visions your highest goal
a.  Part of my personal ethos is to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit
i One of my highest vales is to that I want to know God experientially
b.  I’m not satisfied to have godly supernatural spiritual experiences that educate and inform me about who God is any more than I’m satisfied to study the word to acquire more information about God.
i I WANT TO KNOW GOD!!
ii I want to experience him to know him
iii That’s what Easter is all about
· Access to knowing Him
· Relationship restored
C. It’s the only way to consistently think above the line
D. The only way to set your affections on things above is to set your affections on Him

2 Let’s pray
