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Intro
· Open bibles or bible apps to Mark 14:32-42
· Last week I offered a “one-of” message titled:
· The Powerless Place
· This week the Lord has given me more on the topic to share with you
· So, my “one-of” has morphed into a “two-of”
· This morning I want to talk about:
· The Dark Night of the Soul
· Let’s begin with scripture
· Jesus has just finished sharing his final Passover meal with his closest friends
· He has washed their feet
· Shared with them profound truths
· And now it is time to pray
· Read and pray: Mark 14:32-42

They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to them. “Stay here and keep watch.”

Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.”

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he said to Peter, “are you asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour? Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to him.

Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!”
· Jesus is our example in all things
· Jesus was baptised so we are baptised
· Jesus came preaching the good news of the Father’s great and lavish love
· So, we too go and preach the good news
· Jesus operated in the supernatural gifts of the holy Spirit
· And so we operate in the gifts as well
· Jesus told his disciples in Luke 9:23-25
· “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?
· And then he went to an actual cross
· Here in Mark 14 we see Jesus experiencing a Dark Night of the Soul
· Maybe we shouldn’t be surprised that we too may experience a Dark Night of the Soul at some point on our spiritual journeys

What is the dark night of the soul?
· I first heard the term “The Dark Night of the Soul” while attending one of John Paul Jackson’s courses
· The Art of Hearing God
· At the time, it provided me with language to describe my experience
· I recall thinking to myself…
· Ah, so THAT’S what it’s called!
· The Dark Night of the Soul is also known as:
· The wilderness
· The back side of the desert
· Or those times when it feels like…
· The heavens are like brass
· Or, we might call it…
· The Powerless Place

· According to my research
· The term “The Dark Night of the Soul” is the title given to a poem written by Saint John of the Cross
· He was a 16th-century, Spanish poet and Roman Catholic, Carmelite, mystic, priest, and Doctor of the Church 
· The eight-stanza Spanish poem outlines the soul’s journey from the distractions and entanglements of the world to the perfect peace and harmony of union with God.
· Take note:
· I’m not endorsing his conclusions
· Simply noting the origin of the phrase 


Why do we go through the dark night of the soul?
· Why do we go through these wilderness experiences?
· Why do we find ourselves n the powerless place?
· I’m sure there are many reasons
· Let me touch on a few

· Sometimes it is the result of our following God
· Moses found himself in an awful situation because he obeyed and followed God perfectly 
· Read Exodus 14:1-2
· You see that the Lord gave very specific and detailed directions on exactly where Moses was to take the Israelites and have them make camp.
· And Moses did exactly as he was told
· And as a result, found himself between the Red Sea and Pharaoh’s approaching army
· In that utterly Powerless Place
· God did a God-sized thing and…
· Showed himself mighty and strong
· God’s power was made perfect in weakness

· Other times it is the result of our not following God
· In January, I offered some prophetic insights for the year
· For July, I told you this:
· I see a change of direction in July
· A 90 degree turn to the left
· A turn toward destiny and divine purpose
· Pay attention in July
· This sharp and dramatic turn will come suddenly
· Unless we listen and pay close attention we will keep going in the same direction while God has made a change
· This can lead to confusion and frustration
· God is telling us now so that we won’t be confused, angry and upset with him later
· Things change drastically in July
· This is the time where we not just listen to the Good Shepherd’s voice but also follow where he leads
· Sometimes we feel spiritually lost and confused because God has made a change and we’re still operating on automatic pilot
· Isaiah 43:18-19a says
· “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
· And our response is, nope, I don’t perceive the new thing, I’m still bust with the former things.
· Stay there long enough and daytime turns into a dark night

· Why else? 
· Because God prunes our vines to make us more fruitful
· John 15:1-5
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
· You know what this tells me?
· Everyone gets pruned
· Fruitful or unfruitful
· Pruning isn’t punishment
· It’s just part of the journey
· So it is with the Dark Night

· Why else? Preparation for our purpose, destiny and calling
· To paraphrase Hebrews 10:9
· God takes away to establish
· He took away the old covenant to establish the new
· Sometimes he takes away the old in our lives to establish the new
· This loss can be as unsettling to us as it was to the Pharisees
· Sometimes God takes away our old wineskin because he has new wine for us

· Why else? Because it is part of our path
· Jesus spent time in the desert
· We might need to travel through a desert or two as well
· We will all experience mountain tops and valleys
· God is with us in both places
· We learn, grow and mature from both experiences
· The dark night of the soul causes us to ask different question
· Different from the mountain top questions
· Important questions
· Questions we wouldn’t otherwise ask
· These are just a few of reasons why
· I’m sure you could add a few more


How do we move beyond the dark night of the soul?
· We Trust God
· It is the only way I know
· In order to trust God
· You NEED to know just how much he loves you
· Without this assurance, you’ll never trust him
· Wayne Jacobsen says:
· "Trust is the fruit of an ever-deepening relationship of mutual love and respect."
· In the Shack Paul Young wrote:
· “…you cannot produce trust, just as you cannot 'do' humility. It either is or is not. Trust is the fruit of a relationship in which you know you are loved. Because you do not know that I love you, you cannot trust me." ~ Papa (The Shack)
· I’d say it this way:
· Love of others and trust in God are cultivated amid trying circumstances
· You see, Trusting precedes following
· And Trust is not cultivated on the mountain top but in the valley
· The Psalmist understood this well - Psalm 23:4-5
· Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
· I don’t believe for a second that God causes valleys 
· But he uses them to reveal his faithful presence and extravagant love

· Then, with trust established, in trust we, deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow him
· In Humility
· We Deny yourself
· We Give up your need to be right
· Or look right
· We, like Jesus in the Garden, Surrender
· Take up your cross
· Not my will but yours be done
· When, like Jesus your “…soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death”
· You pray “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.”
· Obedience
· Follow Him
· Go where He goes
· Do what he says to do
· Especially when it’s not what you want

· My spiritual journey has taught me that the best way through the dark night of the soul is to put my trust in God
· I hold firmly onto my two undeniable truths, that…
· God is Good
· God loves me
· And I refuse, in faith, in trust…
· I refuse to judge God’s goodness or love for me by my circumstances
· Instead, in faith, by trust, I judge my circumstances in light of God’s goodness and love

· His ways are NOT our ways
· He takes and introvert and makes his spend his whole life in front of people
· He takes a kid from NYC and sends him (of all people) to plant a church in Clarksburg, West Virginia
· He takes someone from away
· From the United States, no less
· To pastor a church on PEI
· He just might ask you to walk outside your comfort zone as well
· Why?
· For the same reason, he choose Peter or Paul
· His power is made perfect in weakness
· 2 Corinthians 12:8-10
· Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
· I leave you with these final words
· The words of Jesus from John 14:1 
· In the New Living Translation
· “Don't let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me.”

Let’s Pray
· Lord, I pray for my friends this morning
· For those in the powerless place
· For those in a dark night of the soul
· Oh God reveal to them just how great and lavish your love is for them
· In their valley of the shadow of death
· Comfort them
· Prepared a table for them in the presence of the enemy
· So that trust is firmly established between you and them
· Do it even now oh Lord
· Prune to make us more fruitful
· Take away and establish
· Give us eyes to see the new things you’re doing in our lives
· Grant us grace to yield our ways to your ways
· To deny ourselves, take up our crosses and follow you
· Lord, meet with us in the wilderness and leads once again beside still and restful waters


Prophetic Words for July 16th, 2017

God remembers. He has not forgotten the promises he spoke to you in private. Quietly, when you were all alone that night. From your perspective, it looks hopeless and impossible. God wants you to know today that nothing is impossible for him. He wants you to know that from his perspective it's already a done deal, fully accomplished and completely set in place. He is faithful to his word and he is faithful to the promises he made to you. This is just the first encouragement, more will come, little gifts of hope will be left on your doorstep.

You are not an island. God himself is a bridge over your troubled waters. He himself has made a way where there once was no way at all. Where you were once isolated and cut off God himself has bridged the gap. He is the connecting point from what was not to what now is. I see new connections with new people. And these new people bring with them new opportunities. The confederation bridge is 20 years old this year. Study the story of the bridge and God will encourage you. He has hidden prophetic nuggets of hope in the story for you to find.

I see a sign, it says Lost and Found. What was lost is now found. It the realm of the spirit it has been found and very soon it's hiding place will be revealed to you in the natural realm. You were created for the realm of the Spirit. It is a place of life for you, a place of hope for you. Confusion and distraction and discouragement have no hold on you in the realm of the Spirit. God is calling to you to come and dwell with him, live with him in the spirit. It will give you great power, abiding hope and significant authority in the natural realm. God says don't resist, you were made for this, for the spiritual realm. Life in the natural realm becomes overwhelming when your visits to the realm of the spirit are too far and few in between.

God has set you in place. You are good seed in very good soil. Right now you are hidden. You feel buried because you are. Your seed has yet to germinate and sprout. This has absolutely nothing to do with sin or mistakes or failure. It has everything to do with the timing of God. God wants you to know that you are not too late, you are not running behind schedule. He has his hand on you are you are perfectly on time. You are the right person in the right place at the right time. God say you will sprout and life will break forth and you will blossom and grow and your life will bear abundant fruit, lasting fruit. Do not be afraid.

I see a lawn mower cutting tall grass and leaving behind it a perfectly manicured lawn in the front of a house. God is getting everything ready for your future. God wants to you know that he is taking what has been a mess and he is cleaning it all up. He is taking want has been out of order and he it putting things in right order. I see a for sale sign going up and very quickly a sold sign added to it. There is a big move coming your way. Significant life changes coming your way. Right now, it looks an insurmountable impossible mess. But God is going to mow it all down. I see the grass bowing before him. He is working all things together for your good. God wants you to know that he has it all planned out and that he is inviting you to come and partner with him.

I see an oil lamp, it's oil is almost completely gone and it's wick is almost entirely burned out. Yes, burnout, you have felt burnt out. All your oil from the past season has been spent. God says to you well done. You have been faithful with little and he is about to entrust you with much. You have been faith with small gifting and now you will be entrusted with much more. God is about to refill your oil and restore your wick. I see red and blue oil in a clear glass lamp with a long, thick, white braided wick. You are this lamp, you are filled with Divine wisdom and Holy revelation. Your lamp will bright and long. Your light, the light of God within you will reach far into the darkness and be a beacon of hope to many. Now I see your lamp transformed into a lighthouse. Set in place, fixed, firmly planted. Many will find their way to safety through rough waters because of the work of God in your life. You are not finished; your greatest days lie ahead.

God has a large double double for you. Double for all that's been lost and stolen away from you. An order has been placed and it's a LARGE double double for you. And this is it - the justice of God for you. And it's coming faster, much, much faster than you thought possible. Hyper speed. Supernaturally quick.

Sing over someone:
Miracles happen, when you fix your eyes on Jesus, on Jesus.
In the light of his face, all your questions die, all your questions fade

Up Picture
[image: ]
You've been down. You feel old, worn out and all alone. God what's you to know that he has an adventure for you. You been down, down, down but you are going up, up, up and it's going to be fun, fun, fun. Also. Watch the animated movie Up, God want to speak to you through it.


Ministry Time
· Are you in the powerless place?
· Please come up for prayer
· Are you in a dark night of the soul?
· Please come up for prayer
· Are you struggling to trust God or unsure of his love for you?
· Please come up for prayer
· Did any of these prophetic words resonate with your heart?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Please come up for prayer
· If you need anything at all
· Please come forward during the final song so we can pray for you
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