The Toronto Blessing

Intro
· Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 2:1-10
· The past few weeks I’ve been sharing some “one-of” messages.
· We’ve taken a look at:
· Pentecost from Acts 2
· Ezekiel and the Valley of Dry Bones from Ezekiel 37
· The ago old question of “Why bad things happen”
· And last week – the McDonaldite Revival
· That took place right here on PEI in 1829
· This morning I’m going to continue to follow this emerging theme with a look at the Toronto Blessing
· Arguably the most significant Revival in Canadian history.
· Let’s open with a verse of scripture
· Read and Pray: 1 Corinthians 2:1-10

And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.
(These days much of the church, especially in the west, is more impressed with human wisdom over God’s power)
We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. However, as it is written:

“What no eye has seen,
    what no ear has heard,
and what no human mind has conceived” -
    the things God has prepared for those who love him -
these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.
· I want that
· What no eye has seen or ear has heard or human mind has conceived.
· I don’t want an improved version of what I can produce
· I want what only God can do
· The revival in Toronto was just such an example

What is the Toronto Blessing?
· The term “The Toronto Blessing”, was coined by British newspapers
· It described the revival (and associated phenomena) that took place in Toronto
· It all that began in January 1994 at the Toronto Airport Vineyard 
· Yes, that’s right
· The Toronto Blessing began in Vineyard church!

· Before the Toronto Blessing
· John and Carol Arnott were burned-out pastors
· They were desperate for a fresh touch from God. 
· They had taken the church as far as they could in their own strength.
· They were desperate and spiritually hungry
· Boy oh boy can I identify with those feeling

· To satisfy that hunger John and Carol expose themselves to what God was doing in other people and places around the world. 
· They were not becoming conference junkies; 
· They simply wanted more of God
· So they went anywhere they heard that He was moving.
· This desperate hunger eventually led they to meeting lead by Claudio Freidzon in Argentina. 
· Claudio would eventually pray a powerful impartation over the Arnotts

· It would be tempting…
· To look at someone like Claudio Freidzon…
· A man whom God had been using powerfully in South America…
· After all, God was using him to establish a culture of revival,
· It would be easy to look at him as some kind of spiritual giant. 
· But it’s just not so
· If you read Freidon’s book, “Holy Spirit, I Hunger For You”, 
· You will quickly discover that Freidzon was just another spiritually hungry and desperate pastor
· And like John and Carol that desperation drove him to pursued the presence and power of the Holy Spirit
· No matter what it cost.

· The last time Carol Arnott was here on PEI
· She told us how she would ask everyone who was moving in the power of God to pray an impartation over her.
· I can relate
· When we had prophets from all over coming to our church
· I would ask all of them to lay hands on me and pray that I would have eyes that see and ears that hear.
· And it worked!

· After this John and Carol went on to invite Randy Clark to minister for a series of meetings up in Toronto. 
· At the time, Randy was pastoring Vineyard Christian Fellowship in St. Louis. 
· That’s right, the Vineyard church in Toronto was impacted a Vineyard pastor from St. Louis
· The Arnotts heard that Randy’s church was experiencing a powerful move of the Holy Spirit
· and that people were being powerfully touched by God as he ministered.

· Randy Clark has recently returned from Rondey Howard Browne meeting is South Africa
· Where Randy was powerfully impacted by the Holy Spirit
· John Arnott is quoted as saying:
· “Randy and I were in fear and trembling hoping God would show up in power, but uncertain about what would happen. We were not exactly full of faith - but God was faithful anyway.”

· Then on Jan. 20, 1994, the Spirit of God fell powerfully on the Toronto Vineyard Airport Church
· 120 people had gathered that Thursday night for a meeting
·  And nearly all of them were powerfully impacted!
· So much so that Randy Clark stayed and preached at the Vineyard for the next two months
· Why stop if God is moving?
· When you’re hungry and desperate you don’t stop eating when the food arrives!

· Arnott recalled that most members, at that very first meeting, fell on the floor "laughing, rolling, and carrying on"
· And so it began…
· The Toronto Blessing was underway

· People manifested under the power of the Holy Spirit…
· Just like people did at the Rodney Howard-Browne meetings that Randy Clark had attended in South Africa
· Moves of God like this are transferable
· It can be taken from one place and impact people in another
· I saw that happen after I visited Toronto
Were there any problems?
· Oh yes, there were problems.
· There are always problems when the Spirit of God moves on a place
· It was messy, very messy
· There were all different kinds of manifestation taking place: laughing, falling, shaking, shouting…
· Some people fully embraced it
· Other passionately opposed and rejected it

· The church changed its name from the Toronto Airport Vineyard to Toronto Airport Christian Fellowship in 1995
· There was a falling out between John Wimber and John Arnott
· Wimber initially defended the Airport Vineyard saying
· "Nearly everything we've seen - falling, weeping, laughing, shaking - has been seen before, not only in our own memory, but in revivals all over the world."

· I remember holy laughter at a Vineyard Conference a decade earlier in 1985, Ashland, Ohio
· Weeping to crying
· Jesus taking the trash out story

· Why the falling out?
· Opposing influences within the Vineyard movement
· Those opposing forces are still at work
· The Signs and Wonders wing of the Vineyard verses the Seeker Sensitive wing of the Vineyard
· Wimber was sick with cancer and just didn’t want to deal with all the hassle
· Something Wimber would later regret
· Wimber/JPJ deathbed Story late 1997

Was there any fruit?
· There were problems but was there any fruit?
· Absolutely yes!
· 50,000 unique visitors in the first 6 months
· "Toronto's top tourist attraction of 1994," 
· According to Toronto Life magazine.

· The immediate fruit was incredible. 
· It has been noted that “by the end of 1995, 600,000 people had visited Toronto
· From almost every nation on the planet.” 
· According to historian and author H. Vinson Synan 
· “There were over 900 first time conversions in the first year” 

· Today there are Churches and ministries across the earth that can trace their roots to the Toronto Blessing, such as:
· Holy Trinity Brompton in the U.K.
· As well as Holy Trinity, Cheltenham also in the UK
· Bethel Church in Redding, Calif.
· Heidi and Rolland Baker’s Iris Ministries
· And Randy Clarkes’ Global Awakening
· Elim Fellowship, the organization the originally ordained me was powerfully impacted by the Toronto Blessing
· They fully embraced it
· Dayton Reynolds, General Overseer told me concerning the Toronto Blessing…
· “I missed the last move of God because I wasted so much time trying to figure out if it was God. I’m not going to make that mistake this time.”

· During that first year, the church tripled in size to 1,000 members 
· And meetings were held every night except on Mondays as the revival's influence spread. 
· Reports of similar revivals emerged from Atlanta, Anaheim, Saint Louis, several Canadian sites, Cambodia, and Albania. 
· It was common for visitors to carry the influence of the revival back to their home congregations
· Areas that have become known for Toronto Blessing type revivals worldwide include:
· Pensacola, Florida, home of the Brownsville Revival, 
· Bath, England
· And Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines.
· Just to name a few

· The church has grown from its storefront to:
· A 3,200-seat auditorium
· With 8 satellite campuses
· 23 church plants
· And a global Catch the Fire church network.

· In preparing this message I heard from Steve Long, Vice President of Catch the Fire
· I asked him how many people visited their church over the years
· And he said that…
· “We are not sure as we did not take attendance. By we estimate 4-5 million”
· In anyone’s book that’s a whole lot of fruit!
· Was there fruit?
· You bet there was!!

· Personally, I will gladly endure any mess if there’s that much fruit!

Our Own David Ruis
· The current national director of Vineyard Canada played a role in this revival
· Many of his most well known worship songs were birthed in this season of revival
· Every Move I Make
· Sweet Wind
· Mercy is Falling
· Sweet Mercies
· There Must be More
· Let the River Flow

· David had a powerful prophetic word for what God was doing in Toronto back in October of 1994
· That God was growing a plant and that the Wind of the Spirit was going to blow the seeds of that plant around the world!
· I found a video clip of David giving that prophetic word
· They showed the video as part of the 20th anniversary celebration
· Show the video
· [bookmark: _GoBack]You can hear the people at the 20th anniversary celebration reacting to the word!
· Lord – let that wind blow right here on PEI!!



· Why was David shaking like that?
· Because that’s what sometimes happens when the Holy Spirit falls on a person in power.

· Concerning this type of manifestation John Arnotts says:
· "If the Holy Spirit takes control of your body, are you out of control? No, there's just a different driver."
· And
· "Why does it surprise you that it's sometimes debilitating when God touches you? The real miracle is that you're not vaporized!"
· And
· "The gift of self control is for you to control yourself, not for you to control the Holy Spirit."

A Teaching Moment - There are different types of prophets:
· Two main Hebrew words for prophet:
· First is Hozeh (ho-za): meaning to see, it means prophet or seer
· Bob Jones and John Paul Jackson were seers
· More close to how it works in me
· I see a picture, interpret it and communicate what it means.

· And Nabi (na-bee) 
· Nabi is the most often used OT word used for prophet
· From the root meaning “to bubble forth, as from a fountain,” 
· The Nabi type prophets are loud and the prophetic word erupts from them in power
· Nabi type prophets are ecstatic Prophets
· Ecstatic meaning a feeling or expression of overwhelming happiness or joyful excitement.
· Think Bill Hammon, Bobby Conner or Stacey Campbell
· Have you ever seen Stacy prophesy?
· They get excited when God touches them and it shows.
· It is visibly demonstrated in their physical bodies

· But so much more than that…
· Ecstatic prophecy is a form of prophecy in which the prophet is completely overtaken by the Holy Spirit
· Body, soul, and spirit
· Sometime God will use people in ways that will offend our minds to reveal our hearts.
· God will use people in unusual ways and it captures our attention
· Angi has this gift
· Though I’m sure she sees it more as a burden than a gift
· Stacy Campbell prayed over you, didn’t she?
· And more than once?
· Right?
· Stacy Campbell explains that sometimes ecstatic manifestation that are dormant in people can be awakened just by her touching them.
· I wonder if Angi carries some of the McDonaldite anointing?
· And if Stacy awakened it when she prayer over you?
· God touches Angi and it manifests in her body
· Similar to Stacy Campbell
· And much like we saw on David Ruis in that video
· Bob Jones and John Paul Jackson prayed over me and I can see.
· Stacy prays over Angi and she shakes.
· It makes sense

· A biblical example of ecstatic prophecy:
· King Saul in 1 Samuel 19:23-24
· “…the Spirit of God came even on him, (King Saul) and he walked along prophesying until he came to Naioth. (ney-yo-of) He stripped off his garments, and he too prophesied in Samuel’s presence. He lay naked all that day and all that night. This is why people say, “Is Saul also among the prophets?”
· I can guarantee you this was NOT what King Saul had in mind and if he could have prevented it, he would have.
· Sometimes God acts like God
· Whether we like it or not.
· Plus, I find it interesting that no one questioned King Saul’s sanity for prophesying naked.
· They simply asked if he was now one of the prophets.
· Could it be that unusual prophetic behavior was common place in that culture?

· God had prophets do much weirder things than shake or shout
· Ezekiel laid on his side for 430 days to symbolize the number of years the people of Israel and Judah had spent in sin.
· Isaiah, who widely regarded as one of the greatest and most influential of all Biblical prophets…
· Which makes it even stranger when you consider what God had him do
·  God once instructed Isaiah to strip off all his clothes and wander through Jerusalem naked and barefoot. 
· To make things even worse, he preached this way for three whole years!
· God used Jeremiah’s underwear as a prophetic sign. 
· Read Jeremiah 13 for yourself
· God even had the prophet Hosea marry a prostitute
· Guys, all things considered, we’re getting off easy with simple shaking and shouting
· Anyway, back to Toronto

I went to Toronto
· I shared the story last week
· I went up with a bunch of pastor from West Virginia
· And I got hammered by the Holy Spirit
· I remember reading a book about Toronto before visiting
· Catch the Fire: The Toronto Blessing an Experience of Renewal by Guy Chevreau
· A few of us were reading it
· I’d read something and immediately identify with the experience
· Because similar things had happened in our lives
· It was like gasoline on my fire
· Oh how I want the passion of my youth!
· Lord Light that fire again in me!

· The first afternoon we’re there I’m in the men’s room taking care of business and this guys starts talking to me
· To me this was weird – we don’t do that in Brooklyn.
· The man was asking were I was from and why I was there.
· It was Guy Chevreau

Carol Prayed for Me!
· Months after visiting Toronto 
· The Arnotts visited a church within driving distance of us in West Virginia
· A friend of theirs was the pastor
· We drove up to Wheeling, WV for the meetings
· Her thumbs in my palms
· Extreme power!
· I was blown across the room!
· There were bodies all over the place
· It looked like a bomb went off in that room!
· We were climbing over bodies throughout the building and in the parking lot as we tried to get to our car.
· It was amazing!
· There’s nothing quite like experiencing the power of God
· As your pastor, I so want that for you.
· Once you’ve experienced God you’ll never again be satisfied with information only.


So, What Does this mean for us?
· What does this mean for the Charlottetown Vineyard?
· It means this: 1 Corinthians 2:9
· The verses we began with
· “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived - the things God has prepared for those who love him.”
· What has he planned for you, for me, for us?

· This I know, we have NOT yet reached the zenith of Christianity
· Not here on PEI
· Not here at the Charlottetown Vineyard
· God has prepared more for us!

· God has moved in the Vineyard before – at least twice!
· God has moved in Canada before
· And there are reports out of Hamilton, Ontario that is moving again - now!
· God uses the most unlikely of people
· The bible and church history are proof
· God can certainly use the likes of you and me

· I have no “thus sayth the Lord” about a new revival here in PEI
· What I do have is personal hunger and desperation
· I want more of God
· In my life, in your life and on this Island.

· Scripture says: James 4:2
· “You do not have because you do not ask God.”
· I’m asking!

· John Arnott was on PEI a year ago this week and this is what he said:
· "The kindest thing God could ever do on this Island is to visit you like he visited us in Toronto - times ten." ~ John Arnott
· Yes, Lord, be that kind to us!
· Lord let the wind blow here on PEI
· Let the Ruwach of God blow on the Charlottetown Vineyard!

· Angi and Colin please come up as I close with these verses from Ephesians 3:14-21
· For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

Repentance
· For rejecting you Lord
· For wanting you on our terms only
· For putting you in a box
· For judgements and false accusations
· Holy Spirit come and do immeasurably more than all we could ask or imagine – In Jesus’ name!

Ministry Time
· If you want a fresh touch from God
· Come up for prayer
· If you want more of God like I do 
· Come up for prayer
· If you have any need at all
· Please come up for prayer as they lead us in a final song
