The Gospel of John 17:1-5

Intro
· Open bibles to John 17
· I love The Gospel of John
· I especially love chapter 17
· The entire chapter is comprised of the prayers of Jesus
· On this extremely significant night
· Jesus’ last with his disciples before his death
· After having spent three chapters comforting and instructing them
· Jesus prays
· Everything Jesus says or does is significant
· The prayers of Jesus, all the more so.
· Jesus’ prayer is broken down into three parts
· First he pays for himself and the Father’s purposes
· Next he prays for his friends, the disciple
· And finally, he prays for us, you and me.
· Today we’ll look at the first part
· Please follow along as I read verses 1-5

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.

Verse 1
· After Jesus said this…
· After Jesus said what?
· Specifically: John 16:32-33
· “A time is coming and in fact has come when you will be scattered, each to your own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me. I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
· Generally:
· All the instruction (and comfort) of the past three chapters.

· After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:
· What does it mean to “look toward heaven”?
· Does it mean Jesus raise his head and turned his gaze toward the clouds?
· Maybe?
· KJV says that Jesus “lifted up his eyes to heaven”
· The Greek word for eyes here can be translated as:
· The physical eye we each have in our heads
· Or metaphorically as the…
· Eyes of the mind
· Or the faculty of knowing
· Or possibly both simultaneously
· My point is this
· When you have seen heaven…
· When you have had a supernatural experience of heaven…
· When you have come from heaven …
· When you know what it looks, feels and sounds like…
· Looking toward it could very possibly mean much more than lifting your head to the clouds
· Strong’s definition of heavens supports this theory
· “The region above the sidereal heavens…”
· The region beyond our solar system
· Beyond our sun and planets
· “…the seat of order of things eternal and consummately perfect where God dwells and other heavenly beings”
· When Jesus looked toward heaven he wasn’t looking at the night sky
· He was looking at his Father.
· And with his gazed fixed
· He prays.

· Jesus is about to have a conversation with his Father
· Something that has happened countless times throughout eternity
· And he begins with the word…
· Father
· Jesus could have used other terms or titles:
· Adonai  meaning Lord and Master
· Elohim, as used in Genesis 1 meaning Creator
· Or what many refer to as the proper name of God… 
· 	Yahweh or Jehovah basically meaning Lord
· Or El-Shaddai meaning God Almighty
· Or the God of more than enough
· Jesus could have utilized any of the many other names and terms for God
· Instead he uses the most relational of names
· Father

· Praying to his and our Father Jesus begins with
· Father, the hour has come.
· The hour has come
· The time has come
· It’s time
· You see, there had been a plan
· One about which, they were both (along with the Holy Spirit) well aware.
· There was a time when the hour had not come
· Jesus stated this fact clearly
· John 2:4
· When Mary wanted him to resolve the wine problem at the wedding
· John 7:8
· When Jesus wouldn’t go with his disciples to the feast
· John 7:30
· When the Pharisees tried to seize him but couldn’t 
· John 8:20 
· And again with yet another confrontation with the Pharisees in John 8
· But now the time has come
· Time to execute the next major step of the plan 
· The plan of redemption
· The plan of reconciliation 

· Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.
· Jesus prays first for Himself,
· But His petition is anything but selfish. 
· His concern for Himself is actually a concern for the glory of the Father.
· God’s idea of “glory” and ours might be different
· We know what’s coming
· So did Jesus
· It’s the cross
· And though I might define it in various ways… 
· Glory isn’t one of them.

· And make no mistake
· Jesus knows full well what is coming
· Back in John 12
· After Mary anointed him with expensive perfume at Lazarus’ home
· And after his triumphant entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey
· Jesus speaking of this hour predicts his death
· John 12:27-33
 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!”

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him.

Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.

· Jesus is seeing the much bigger picture
· He can see the resurrection from the crucifixion
· He sees restored relationship with humanity
· And he sees that YOU are worth it all!
· And he calls it glory

· God’s ways are not our ways
· In His kingdom glory is selfless
· And other focused
· Father… Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.
· The Greek word for glory here is doxazo (dock-sa-zo)
· Where we get the word doxology
· Meaning a short hymn of praises to God
· Most of us may know it as...
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Verses 2
· Jesus, speaking of himself says:
· For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 
· For you granted him authority over all people…
· Jesus claims awesome, wide sweeping authority
· Authority over ALL people
· that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him
· Authority to determine the ultimate eternal destiny of people.
· As the commentator David Guzik write:
· “Jesus Himself is THE great and exclusive channel of eternal life.”
· And then Jesus defines eternal life for us
· This is profoundly significant

Verse 3
· Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 
· Guys, it’s ALL about relationship!
· Know = ginosko: an experiential knowledge of God
· A deeply intimate knowing
· Not intellectual, academic or historical knowledge
· Knowledge that comes from personal interaction
· Knowing that is the fruit of relationship
· It’s not good works
· Revelation 2:1-5a
“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:

These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands. I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.

Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first.

· It’s not supernatural power
· Matthew 7:21-23
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’

· I never KNEW you
· Same Greek word used in John 17:3
· Now this is eternal life: that they KNOW you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 
· Ginosko: an intimate, personal, experiential knowing
· It’s relationship
· It’s all about relationship

· Eternal life is about being, not doing
· It’s about a personal connection
· Not performance
· It’s not about working harder o r trying harder
· It’s about entering his embrace
· It’s about returning his embrace

Verses 4
· I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 
· What was that work?
· It was the work of restoring a broken relationship
· In the beginning of John chapter 1 we read:
· In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
· Verse 14 goes on to say:
· The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
· Jesus the Word made flesh
· Lived among us
· Taught us his ways
· He established a new covenant between the Trinity and humanity
· And shortly, on Calvary’s Cross he will become sin so that we might become the righteousness of God
· In just a couple of chapters, John 19:30, Jesus will speak his final words from the cross:
· “it is finished”
· And the cure for the cancer of sin will be complete
· Relationship will be restored 
· And we will be set free
· It is in that finished work of reconciliation that Jesus will bring glory to the Father

Verse 5
· And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.
· Here Jesus is basically saying
· Dad, I’m coming home!
· Home to your presence
· To the way it was before creation
· The Passion Translation communicated verse 5 this way:
· “So my Father, restore me back to the glory which we shared together when we were face to face, before the universe was created.”
· Dad, I’m just about finished here and I’m coming home soon!
· What an absolutely glorious reunion that must have been!
· I can only imagine.

· In verses 6-19 Jesus will prayer for his disciples
· We’ll take a look at that next week.

Let’s Pray
· Oh God take us past information to intimacy
· Takes us beyond Matthew 7 and Revelation 2 onto John 17
· I ask for myself and for my friends that we would know you
· That we would ginosko you
· And that we would live our Christian lives out of that freedom
· Make it so oh God

Ministry Time
· If you have any prayer needs at all
· Please come forward as Angi and Colin lead us in a final song
