August 2, 2020 Courageous Living in Turbulent Times
[bookmark: _Hlk45631550]Part 10 – Ministry of Reconciliation - Mercy
 
Remember Our Calling, Our Task
2 Corinthians 5:14,18 … For Christ’s love compels us, and has given us the MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION… And He has committed to us the MESSAGE OF RECONCILIATION. 
WE ARE AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST! 

The Seven Step Pathway To Reconciliation:

Created for Relationship > Sin Committed > Justice Required > Compassion Engaged>
Mercy Shown> Grace Given > Justice Applied (based on faith response)=
Reconciliation Achieved

Reconciliation>>> Is our calling and the goal that God has asked us to join Him in.
It implies the idea of restoration of a broken relationship; Peace, Atonement (at-one-ment), a state of change from adversarial to community/friendship; to return to a state of favor. The OT concept of Shalom, Echad, , wholeness, oneness, and peace are underlying concepts The truest understanding of reconciliation reveals that it is a product of salvation, where our sin, which separates us from a Holy God, is paid for (justice) and thus a right relationship with God and man is made possible again. So, reconciliation is necessary for one to be saved and enter heaven.

This then brings us to today’s focus…
[bookmark: _Hlk46928102]Mercy >>>Mercy and Grace in one sense are two sides of the same coin of God’s Loving Compassion
Mercy is the fruit of the loving compassion that offers forbearance of punishment to the weak and sinful –
i.e. Not giving us what we deserve – with-holding the curse of judgment (at least temporarily). 

Mercy can be “defined as “showing compassion to someone whom it is within one’s authority to punish or harm.” (Joy Ryan. https://www.dakotaranch.org/ 

[bookmark: _Hlk46928439]Hebrew root words
(1) רַחֲמִים  rachamim

[bookmark: _Hlk46928492]“It is amazing that the emotion “mercy” or “compassion,” “ra-cha-min,” is derived from the name of the most motherly organ in the human body: the womb, “re-chem.” This is where the strongest connection of compassion and love are bonded between the mother and the baby, respectively. A good word about English: This language recognizes this connection between the words “woman” and womb.”  https://hebrew.jerusalemprayerteam.org/mercy-compassion-womb/

[bookmark: _Hlk46928479]“It comes from the word family consistently has the meaning of showing mercy, compassion, or pity. Related to the word for womb, it may have the connotation of a mother's affection or of the bond between siblings. This sense of a mother's compassion for her child is found in 1 Kings 3:26 , and a similar expression describes Joseph's feelings for his brother in Genesis 43:30 . Likewise, God's mercy is often likened to family relationships: as a father to his children (Jeremiah 31:20 ; Psalm 103:13 ; Isaiah 63:15-16 ), a husband to a wife (Isaiah 54:6-8 ; Hosea 2:19 ), a brother to a brother (Amos 1:11 ), even as a mother toward a nursing child (Isaiah 49:15 ).
God's mercy is bound up with His covenant with Israel. He is merciful to them because He chose them (Exodus 33:19 ; 2 Kings 13:23 ; Isaiah 54:10 , Isaiah 63:7 ). God's mercy is never just a feeling but is expressed by His action: providing for Israel in the wilderness (Nehemiah 9:19 ; Isaiah 49:10 ) and delivering her from enemies (Psalm 69:16-21 ; Psalm 79:8-11 ; Isaiah 30:18 ; Jeremiah 42:11-12 ). When Israel turned from God, He showed no pity (Isaiah 9:17 ; Isaiah 27:11 ; Jeremiah 13:14 ; Jeremiah 16:5 ; Hosea 1:6-8 ; Hosea 2:4 ). On the other hand, He is a forgiving God and shows mercy to a penitent people (Psalm 25:4-7 ; Psalm 40:11-12 ; Psalm 51:1-4 ; Proverbs 28:13-14 ; Isaiah 54:7 ; Isaiah 55:7 ; Lamentations 3:31-33 ; Daniel 9:9 ; Micah 7:19 ; Habakkuk 3:2 ). He is merciful in restoring the nation (Psalm 102:13 ; Isaiah 14:1 ; Isaiah 49:13 ; Jeremiah 12:15 ; Jeremiah 30:18 ; Jeremiah 33:26 ; Ezekiel 39:25 ; Zechariah 1:16 ; Zechariah 10:6 ) and renewing His friendship with them (Hosea 2:19 ,Hosea 2:19,2:23 ). God's mercy is the very source of His people's life (Psalm 103:4 ; Psalm 119:1)”. https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/hbd/m/mercy-merciful.html


“Rechem means womb.
Savor that thought for a moment: when discussing mercy, the Lord brings us to the very womb of God. That’s powerful, and profound.
In the Lord’s language, the concept of mercy was so total and complete that it could only be understood in the context of the mother-child relationship of care, protection, nurturing and nourishment.
Divine mercy, understood in this sense, implies that our very being can only be understood in relation to God, and in the plenitude of life and safety brought about by this relationship.
As a parent, I feed my children often before they realize they are hungry; I encourage them to rest up often before they realize they have a cold coming on. I let them fall asleep in my arms even as they insist that they aren’t tired. I’m the first one they turn to when life seems overwhelming, confusing or challenging.
I rejoice, and find great peace in knowing that my Father in Heaven loves me in just the same way, and is providing for all my needs, sometimes before I am even aware of them. His mercy is proactive, life-giving, and constant”. https://aleteia.org/2017/09/27/what-we-can-learn-about-mercy-from-the-aramaic-word-jesus-used-for-it/



[bookmark: _Hlk46928547](2) Chesed  חֶסֶד

Chesed occurs 246 times in the Old Testament, 127 in Psalms alone. 
Definition = goodness, kindness, faithfulness, a reproach, shame
deeds of devotion 2, devotion 1, devout 1, faithfulness 1, favor 2, good 1, kindly 7, kindness 32, kindnesses 1, loveliness 1, lovingkindness 176, lovingkindnesses 7, loyal deeds 1, loyalty 6, mercies 1, merciful 2, mercy 1, righteousness 1, unchanging love 2
“The Septuagint translators regularly rendered it with the Greek word for mercy, eleos . Likewise, the King James version translates it regularly as mercy or kindness. Like racham, chesed describes a variety of human relationships: husband and wife ( Genesis 20:13 ), next-of-kin (Genesis 24:49 ), father and son (Genesis 47:29 ), host and guest (Rahab and the spies—Joshua 2:12-14 ), friends like David and Jonathan (1Samuel 20:8,1 Samuel 20:14-17 ), king and subjects (2 Samuel 2:5 ). Also like racham , it expresses itself in action”: https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/hbd/m/mercy-merciful.html


“A related word that will help in understanding this concrete meaning is the noun החיסד (hhasiydah, Strong’s #2624), meaning a “stork.” The stork’s curved neck provides the clue, which is the “bowing” of the head, which one would do when showing respect, kindness or mercy”. https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/definition/mercy.htm


[bookmark: _Hlk46929193](3). Chanan/chen 
[bookmark: _Hlk46910626]“This is the third Hebrew word family involving mercy and pity. Job used it in appealing for pity (Job 19:21 ) and with it the psalmist described one who is generous to the poor (Psalm 37:21 ; Psalm 112:5 ; compare Proverbs 14:21-23 ; Proverbs 19:17 ; Proverbs 28:8 ). The latter examples show how chanan involves not only pity but also being gracious. It is in this sense that the word is applied to God, referring to His gracious and generous nature”. https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/hbd/m/mercy-merciful.html

[bookmark: _Hlk46929211]“Racham , chesed , and chanan all refer to the one gracious, forgiving, loving God who is forever faithful in reaching out to His people in their need. Nowhere is their interrelatedness more evident than in the following recurrent Old Testament liturgy which combines all three: “God is merciful ( racham ) and gracious (chana ), slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love (chesed ) and faithfulness” (Exodus 34:6 ; Numbers 14:18 ; Nehemiah 9:17 ; Psalm 86:15 ; Psalm 103:8 ; Psalm 145:8 ; Joel 2:13 ; Jonah 4:2)”.  https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/hbd/m/mercy-merciful.html


NT Greek Words
1. Splagchna 
 literally refers to the upper human organs (heart, liver, lungs). This usage appears in the grim depiction of Judas' death in Acts 1:18 . Much like the Hebrew rachamim , splagchna developed the derived sense of strong emotional feelings, particularly of compassion and affection.

2. Oiktirmos This word also means “pity, mercy, compassion”

3. Eleos The most common words in the New Testament for mercy belong to the eleos family. In secular Greek, the word was often viewed as a sign of weakness, a sentimental inclination to be overly lenient. The New Testament does not share in this assessment, having more in common with the Old Testament perspective on God's mercy. https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/hbd/m/mercy-merciful.html) Holman Bible Dictionary, published by Broadman & Holman, 1991

“Conclusion As with the Old Testament, the New Testament treatment of God's mercy cannot be separated from His love, His grace, and His faithfulness. They are all part of the same fabric. The difference, of course, is that the New Testament writers had come to see the mercy of God in a much brighter light in the face of Jesus Christ. He was the ultimate manifestation of God's mercy, the assurance of that mercy for believers, and the basis of their own mercy in their relationships with others”. (John Polhill https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/hbd/m/mercy-merciful.html) Holman Bible Dictionary, published by Broadman & Holman, 1991

“Divine mercy is not blind or dumb; although God tolerated Israel's rebellion with mercy for a very long time ( Nehemiah 9:17 Nehemiah 9:19 Nehemiah 9:31 ; Jer 3:12 ), ultimately ungodliness in Israel was met by a withdrawal of God's mercy, leading to judgment.”  https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/mercy/
mercy then comes to be seen as the quality in God that directs him to forge a relationship with people who absolutely do not deserve to be in relationship with him  
Mercy in the New Testament. The pattern of God's dealings with people in the Old Testament, at the core of which is mercy, also provides the shape for understanding his dealings in the New Testament. God desires a relationship with humankind, but must show mercy to them in order for this relationship to be built.

[bookmark: _Hlk46929274]"This is the first work of God—that He is merciful to all who are ready to do without their own opinion, right, wisdom, and all spiritual goods, and willing to be poor in spirit." – Martin Luther


Whereas, Grace is the generous gift of undeserved favor  - giving us what we don’t deserve. – Bestowing a gift, a blessing

[bookmark: _Hlk46929347]Author and blogger Tim Challies described mercy as “God acting patient. It is God extending patience to those who deserve to be punished,” Challies said. “Mercy is not something God owes to us—by definition mercy cannot be owed—but is something God extends in kindness and grace to those who do not deserve it.”
God is patient in mercy because he is holding off the judgment of justice to a later time. It is not injustice, but rather “choosing not to bring justice immediately.” 

“In the New Testament "mercy" (eleos, usually the Septuagint translation of checedh) is associated with "grace" (charis) in the apostolical greetings and elsewhere. Trench points out that the difference between them is that the freeness of God's love is the central point of charis, while eleos has in view misery and its relief; charis is His free grace and gift displayed in the forgiveness of sins-extended to men as they are guilty; His eleos (is extended to them) as they are miserable. The lower creation may be the object of His mercy (eleos), but man alone of His grace (charis); he alone needs it and is capable of receiving it (Synonyms of the New Testament, 163)”. https://biblehub.com/topical/m/merciful.htm

(4) From all the foregoing it will be seen that mercy in God is not merely His pardon of offenders, but His attitude to man, and to the world generally, from which His pardoning mercy proceeds. The frequency with which mercy is enjoined on men is specially deserving of notice, with the exclusion of the unmerciful from sonship to the all-merciful Father and from the benefits of His mercifulness. Shakespeare's question, "How canst thou hope for mercy rendering none?" is fully warranted by our Lord's teaching and by Scripture in general; compare especially the parable of the Unmerciful Servant (Matthew 18:21-35)”. https://biblehub.com/topical/m/merciful.htm

[bookmark: _Hlk46929379]“(1) Mercy is

(a) an essential quality of God (Exodus 34:6, 7 Deuteronomy 4:31 Psalm 62:12, etc.); it is His delight (Micah 7:18, 20 Psalm 52:8); He is "the Father of mercies" (2 Corinthians 1:3), "rich in mercy" (Ephesians 2:4), "full of pity, and merciful" (James 5:11);

(b) it is associated with forgiveness (Exodus 34:7 Numbers 14:18 1 Timothy 1:13, 16);

(c) with His forbearance (Psalm 145:8, "Yahweh is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great lovingkindness"; compare Romans 2:4; Romans 11:32);

(d) with His covenant (1 Kings 8:23 Nehemiah 1:5), with His justice (Psalm 101:1), with His faithfulness (Psalm 89:24), with His truth (Psalm 108:4); mercy and truth are united in Proverbs 3:3; Proverbs 14:22, etc. (in Psalm 85:10 we have "Mercy and truth are met together");

(e) it goes forth to all (Psalm 145:9, "Yahweh is good to all; and his tender mercies are over all his works"; compare 145:16, "Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing," the Revised Version margin "satisfiest every living thing with favor");

(f) it shows itself in pitying help (Exodus 3:7 Ezra 9:9 f), supremely in Christ and His salvation (Luke 1:50, 54, 58 Ephesians 2:4);

(g) it is abundant, practically infinite (Psalm 86:5, 15; Psalm 119:64);

(h) it is everlasting – to the people of God(1 Chronicles 16:34, 41 Ezra 3:11 Psalm 100:5; 136 repeatedly). https://biblehub.com/topical/m/merciful.htm\

(i) it is temporary forbearance that can be removed from those who fail to follow and believe in God. It is not an obligation, as no one is actually worthy to receive it.

A. [bookmark: _Hlk46929439]God Shows Mercy to Us

Ephesians 2:4-7… “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”


Luke 4:18,19…18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.  (from Isaiah 61:1–3)

“Examples of God’s grace and mercy in the New Testament: 
- Saul was a persecutor, yet God converted him to become Paul, the apostle of Christ, the author of nearly half of the New Testament.
- Peter was temperament and denied Jesus, yet God used him to preach and about 3,000 were saved.
- Thomas was a doubter, yet God used him to preach the Gospel in India and possibly Indonesia (according to traditions),
- Mary Magdalene was demon-possessed, yet God graciously gave her a wonderful chance of being the first witness of the risen Christ. https://www.christianity.com/wiki/christian-terms/what-is-the-difference-between-grace-and-mercy.html

B. [bookmark: _Hlk46929457]God Requests Us to Show Mercy To Others


Micah 6:8… “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?”

2 Corinthians 1:3-4… Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort; who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.


In the New Testament, Jesus is often moved to mercy through compassion. He teaches on mercy and He calls us to show mercy. 

Matthew 5:7… “Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy.”

Luke 6:20-36…  {27} "But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, {28} bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. {29} "Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either. {30} "Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back. {31} "And just as you want people to treat you, treat them in the same way. {32} "And if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. {33} "And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. {34} "And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, in order to receive back the same amount. {35} "But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.


 Luke 10:25-37…The Good Samaritan 
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

Lessons on Showing Mercy from the Story of the Good Samaritan Story
1. All People Are Loved By God Deserve To Be Treated With Dignity And Value
2. We Must Be Willing To Get Involved
3. We Should Not Be Help Captive to Public Opinion and Racism.
4. We Must Be Willing To Invest Our Resources (Time, Talents & Treasure)
5. We Should Have A Good Reputation that Helps Others Accept Our Help as Genuine and Honest.

The world is in such a state of hopelessness and despair. What people need is to know that there is hope and that reconciliation, being at peace with God, with oneself, and with others is possible…through Faith in Jesus Christ.

“Today there is a gateway of hope. God is the original and ultimate rescuer. And for all who want to be rescued, He is able.

There is no sin too great, God cannot forgive it.
There is no loss, He cannot restore.
There is no scar, He cannot heal.
There is no distance you can go, His grace cannot reach.
There is nothing—absolutely nothing— to stop His love and mercy for you.
If there is breath in your being, there is hope. There is hope.”
(KP Yohannan . “When We Have Failed, p.14,15)

I want to invite you to make a commitment… to Being an Ambassador of Hope and Reconciliation…

2 Corinthians 5:14,18 … For Christ’s love compels us, and has given us the MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION… And He has committed to us the MESSAGE OF RECONCILIATION. 
WE ARE AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST! 
