Gifts of the Spirit 7

I Intro
1. Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

2. Gifts of the Spirit 1& 2 
A. Laid a biblical foundation for the series

3. Gifts of the Spirit 3, 4 & 5
A. We looked at the Gifts of Discernment: The Eyes of God
a. The Word of Wisdom
b. Word of Knowledge
c. and Discernment of Spirits

4. Gifts of the Spirit 6
A. We began looking at the Gifts of Power: The Hand of God
a. Faith, Healing and Miracles
b. Specifically we looked at the Gift of Faith
B. We Defined it as
a. A supernatural surge of confidence from the Spirit of God.
C. Explained its Purpose
a. The purpose of the Gift of Faith is to move mountains
i. It is to see the impossible realized.
ii. Healing the Sick
iii. Miracles
iv. Supernatural Provision
v. The Promises of God over our lives fulfilled
D. How it works
a. The Gift of Faith isn’t:
i. Isn’t hype, emotionalism or flamboyance
ii. Isn’t produced up by great worship, an impassioned plea or loud preaching
iii. Isn’t positive thinking
b. The Gift of Faith is:
i. The Gift of Faith is a Sovereign Anointing
ii. It just comes on a person at God’s initiation 
iii. It isn’t there and then it is
iv. There isn’t confidence for a supernatural manifestation of the Holy Spirit’s power and then there suddenly is.
v. Often it bubbles up from within unexpectedly
E. Offered some biblical examples
a. David and Goliath in 1 Samuel 17
b. Jesus sleeping in the boat in Mark 4
c. The Faith of the Centurion in Luke 7
d. Peter and the healing of the lame man in Acts 3

5. Today: The Gift of Healing
A. We’ll Define it
B. Explain its Purpose
C. How it Works
D. Offer some Biblical Examples
E. We’ll end with a time of ministry time
a. If you have spiritual eyes that see and ears that hear please begin listening to the Holy Spirit now.

6. Read and pray 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
A. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.
B. I’m preaching this series for two main reasons?
a. To help foster healthier, better and more intimate communication between you and God.
b. And by that help you do what God has called you to do more effectively.

II Define The Gift of Healing
1. The Gift of Healing is a special ability God that gives to certain members of the body of Christ. Through them God cures illnesses and restores health apart from natural means.
2. Simply put, the Gift of Healing is for healing the sick.

III Purpose of The Gift of Healing:
1. The Gift of Healing is intended
A. To make broken people whole
B. To alleviate physical suffering by curing disease or removing symptoms
C. To cleanse the soul by relieving emotional suffering
D. To build up believers
E. To be a sign to unbelievers that the Kingdom of God has come.
F. To bring glory to God

IV How Does the Gift of Healing work?
1. The Gift of Healing may include some or all of the following:
A. Anointing
a. You feel a sudden infusion of power
b. Often a sensation of heat, tingling or heaviness on your hands, chest, shoulders and/or face.
B. Compassion
a. A wave of compassion for the afflicted moves you deeply
b. Feeling love or mercy toward those with need
C. Justice
a. A passion to see justice rendered for the injustice of sickness, disease or injury
b. Can be fierce

D. Revelation
a. Words of Knowledge
b. A Prophetic Word
i. That still small inner voice of God
ii. Sometimes it’s just the beginning of a sentence
c. A Vision of the injury body part or of the healing taking place
i. A picture in the mind’s eye
d. May be paired with Words of Wisdom and the Gift of Faith
e. Similar to what we’ve been practicing each week after the sermon
f. Collectively we listen to God and minister to one another as the Spirit leads
g. Example: “Someone here has pain in their left knee”
E. Faith
a. A strong assurance that healing will come to pass
i. I know that I know in my knower
b. Similar to the Gift of Faith as described in last week’s message
i. An impression, a deep sudden knowing in your spirit by the Spirit of God
F. Moved to Action
a. You take the risk to say or do something
b. You choose humility, you risk looking foolish
c. You respond to the Spirit’s anointing as best you can
d.  You follow as the Holy Spirit leads
e. You speak the word
f. You pray for the person

2. Personal Examples
A. Praying for Nadine’s leg
B. Tommy Praying for Nadine’s arm
a. Tommy was maybe 3 or 4 years old


V Biblical Examples of The Gift of Healing
1. Biblical Accounts of Healing: In my research I’ve found:
A. Old Testament
a. 12 Individual Healings
b. 3 Accounts of Corporate or Group healings
c. 3 Accounts of God sovereignly healing women of barrenness
B. There are more than 70 New Testament references of Jesus healing individuals or groups of people (multitudes)
C. There are 39 New testament references of Jesus’ followers healing the sick
a. Let me share 5 New testament Account with you now
 
2. Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy – Mathew 8:1-4
A. When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. 2 A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” 3 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy. 4 Then Jesus said to him, “See that you don’t tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”

3. Jesus Heals the Blind and the Mute – Matthew 9:27-33
A. 27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” 28 When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they replied. 29 Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be done to you”; 30 and their sight was restored. Jesus warned them sternly, “See that no one knows about this.” 31 But they went out and spread the news about him all over that region. 32 While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was brought to Jesus. 33 And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”

4. Peter Healing the sick and raising the dead – Acts 9:32-43
A. 32 As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the Lord’s people who lived in Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas (i-na-os), who was paralyzed and had been bedridden for eight years. 34 “Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and roll up your mat.” Immediately Aeneas got up. 35 All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.
B. 36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas [door-kas]); she was always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!” 39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. 40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up.41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. 43 Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon.

5. Possible Future Teaching Series
A. In the future I may revisit the Gift of Healing and cover it more extensively, including:
a. Healing in the New Testament
b. Problem Teaching and Texts
c. The Healing Ministry of Jesus
d. The Healing Ministry of Others
e. The Authority to Heal

6. Next Week: 
A. We’ll look at The Gift of Miracles

VI Ministry Time
1. I want to add experience to instruction with this series
A. So each week we’ll be making space for the Holy Spirit to minister 
a. If you want to learn how to swim, we have to get in the water

2. Everybody please stand
A. Let’s pray
B. Holy Spirit come and move with your gifts among us
C. Lord give us Words of Knowledge about what you want to do this morning


