Prophetic Ministry & Love

1. Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 14:1-5
0. For the month of July Phill and I are speaking on the topic of Presence.

0. This morning’s message was inspired by a class I’m taking on Tuesday nights
1. My good friends Jim & Mims Driscoll, through their ministry “Stir the Water” teach online interactive courses on dream interpretation and prophetic gifting.
1. Jim has a very strong seer gifting and he’s an amazing teacher, brilliant.
1. Jim has taken the wonderful things we learned together through John Paul Jackson’s Streams ministry and taken it to a deeper level.
1. I’m a regular participant in their online classes.
3. It’s a place where I get feed.
1. This morning’s topic was inspired by their “Receiving and Communicating Revelation course.
4. I highly recommend that you check out www.stirthewater.com, you won’t be disappointed.

0. This morning I’m speaking on the topic of Prophetic Ministry and Love

0. Read & Pray: 1 Corinthians 14:1-5
3. Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit. 3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort. 4 Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies edifies the church. 5 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified.
3. Verse 1 “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.” 
1. 1 Corinthians 14:1 is a one sentence summary of chapters 12 & 13
1. Chapter 12 is about the gifts
1. Chapter 13 is all about love

1. Saint Paul begins chapter 12 with
1. “Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.”
1. Verse 7 tells us that: 
1. “to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.”
1. And then goes on to list the 9 spiritual gifts
2. Wisdom, knowledge, discernment, faith, healing, miracles, tongues, interpretation of tongues and prophecy.
1. The rest of chapter 12 Saint Paul:
3. Writes about unity and diversity in the body of Christ
3. Especially as it pertains to using the gifts of the Spirit
1. He ends the chapter with these words:
4. “…eagerly desire the greater gifts. And I will show you the most excellent way.”

1. Which leads us directly into Chapter 13
2. Saint Paul’s amazing chapter on love 
2. Here the apostle clearly communicates what love is and isn’t
2. And unequivocally declares that love trumps the gifts

1. Chapter 14
3. In one sentence of one verse Paul expertly summarizes the last two chapters
3. “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.” 
3. Strong’s Concordance:
2. Follow: not a leisurely stroll, rather think - an Olympic runner in the 100 yard dash.
2. Eagerly desire: “zeloo” (zay-lou-o) 
1. It means to burn with zeal
1. To desire earnestly
1. To pursue
1. To strive after 
1. To exert one's self for one it that he may not be torn from you
4. Very strong language concerning our pursuit of spiritual gifts!
2. Especially: meaning: “more, to a greater degree, much more by far.”
2. And of all these spiritual gifts we’re to passionately desire, Saint Paul say we’re to ESPECIALLY pursue with a passionate desire prophetic gifting.
2. Such powerful language
3. In these three chapters Saint Paul marries love and prophetic gifts.
3. Can you see here how love and prophetic gifts are biblically insepreatable?
3. Why hasn’t that been our experience?
3. For far too long love and prophetic ministry have been strangers.

1. For example: how many of you have had a bad prophetic experience?
4. How many have been hurt, insulted, embarrassed or misled by an inaccurate or harsh prophetic word?
0. Too many of us,
4. In the same way that the un-churched have negative perceptions of Christians…
1. Many Christians have negative perceptions of prophetically gifted people.
4. Most pastors I know would prefer NOT to have prophetic ministry in their churches
2. Prophetically gifted people can be very messy
2. They all too often make the pastor’s job more difficult
2. Prophetic people have a bad reputation and they’ve earned it by their behavior
2. Instead of being known by love they’re know as people who make trouble
4. It’s time for change

1. The Ancient Hebrew word for love (ahav: pronounced ah-have)
5. Three pictorial letters meaning:
0. strong, inclusive (community) and demonstrative
0. Ox Head: Strong, power or leader
1. Strong  and powerful
0. Tent Floor Plan: Family or house
2. An inclusive community
0. Man with Arms Raised: Look, reveal or breathe
3. Pay attention to my action
5. Love is strong, Love includes everyone and love is demonstrated by our actions.
1. Jesus said that all men would know we are his by our love
0. That includes prophetic people
0. Prophetic people like all Christians ought to be known by love.
1. www.ancient-hebrew.org

1. I believe that true prophetic ministry is:
6. Other focused and love driven.
0. We don’t have gifts, we give gifts
6. It’s not about how great a word you give
1. It is about how loved the person receiving the word is.

1. Jim Driscoll says “The purpose of prophecy is to express God’s love.”
7. I would go so far as to say:
0. If it’s not loving, it’s not truly prophetic.
7. 1 Corinthians 14 goes on to say in verse 3:
1. “But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.”
0. That sounds loving to me.

1. Consider this:
8. Revelation 19:10 says “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
0. If we want Jesus, the Spirit of prophecy comes with him
0. It’s part of the package deal 
8. 1 John 4:8 states simply and clearly that “God is Love”
1. If God is love then how can anything coming from him or associated with him be void of love?
8. I Corinthians 13:1-2 makes it very clear: 
2. “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.”

8. If it’s not loving, it’s not God.
3. It’s not enough to communicate the words of God without the heart of God
3. To do so misrepresents who he is to the church and to the world
3. It’s a huge part of the reason why so many people view God as an angry judge instead of the loving Father he is.

8. Same words different hearts
4. Have you ever had an email misunderstood because it was read with a different spirit then you sent it?
0. Actors reading script analogy

8. We can foster the presence of God by communicating better the heart of God
5. I want to see prophetic ministry transformed.
0. We ought to be known as:
0. Messengers of Hope
0. Ambassadors of Love
1. God’s love
0. Personally, I believe that the day of the angry prophets is over.
1. It’s way past time that we reject an old testament model of prophetic ministry
1. and embrace a new covenant, merciful, grace based approach.
5. Maybe then, pastors and parishioners wouldn’t flinch when they see us coming.

1. One last thought
9. I believe that another sign of truly healthy prophetic ministry is freedom.
0. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” ~ 2 Corinthians 3:17
9. Does the presences of prophetic gifts in our midst foster freedom or are the gifts used as a weapon to shame, guilt, coerce, manipulate, frighten and control others?

1. Simple Dip Stick Test
10. The next time you receive a prophetic word from someone:
0. Did you experience the love of God?
0. Did it foster freedom?
10. The next time you give a prophetic word to someone:
1. Did they experience the love of God?
1. Did it foster freedom in their lives?

1. Ministry Time:
11. Pray: Come Holy Spirit
11. Model loving prophetic ministry
