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In order for God’s Purposes to be accomplished, His servants are often called to suffer.

I.  Being in the center of God’s will does not mean that you will not experience trials and
tribulations. (v. 9-10)

Joseph experienced...
1. Rejection from his brothers.

When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not
speak a kind word to him. Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all
the more. (Genesis 37:4-5)

But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him. “Here comes
that dreamer!” they said to each other. “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these

cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.”
(Genesis 37:18-20)

So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold
him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. (Genesis 37:28)

2. Separation from his former life.

Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials,
the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.

The LORD was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master.
When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he
did, Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his
household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. (Genesis 39:1-4)

3. Temptation and unfair accusation.

...and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” (Genesis

39:7)

And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.
And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.
One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside.
She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran
out of the house. (Genesis 39:10-12)



She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. Then she told him this story: “That Hebrew
slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. But as soon as | screamed for help, he left his
cloak beside me and ran out of the house.” (Genesis 39:16-18)

4. Undeserved punishment.

When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated me,” he
burned with anger. Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king’s
prisoners were confined. (Genesis 39:19-20)

5. The dashing of his hopes.

“This is what it means,” Joseph said to him. “The three branches are three days. Within three days
Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your position, and you will put Pharaoh’s cup in his
hand, just as you used to do when you were his cupbearer. But when all goes well with you, remember
me and show me kindness; mention me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison. | was forcibly carried
off from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing to deserve being put in a
dungeon.” (Genesis 40:12-15)

God used these experiences to demonstrate that evil can result in good.

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so discerning
and wise as you. You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders.
Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.” So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put
you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” (Genesis 41:39-41)

When the famine had spread over the whole country, Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold grain
to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughout Egypt. And all the world came to Egypt to buy
grain from Joseph, because the famine was severe everywhere. (Genesis 41:56-57)

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your
brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. For two
years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and
reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by
a great deliverance.

“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire
household and ruler of all Egypt. (Genesis 45:4-8)

But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm me, but
God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. (Genesis
50:19-20)

Il. Being in the center of God’s will does not mean that you will not experience hardship. (v. 6-7)
As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him.

Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants will be
strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there. But | will



punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. You,
however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good old age. In the fourth generation
your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”
(Genesis 15:12-16)

The family of Israel experienced...

1. Famine and hunger. (v. 11-16)

2. Slavery and mistreatment. (v. 17-19)

Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, but the Israelites were exceedingly
fruitful; they multiplied greatly, increased in numbers and became so numerous that the land was filled
with them.

Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt. “Look,” he said to his
people, “the Israelites have become far too numerous for us. Come, we must deal shrewdly with them
or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us
and leave the country.”

So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built Pithom and
Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and
spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites and worked them ruthlessly. They made their lives
bitter with harsh labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their harsh
labor the Egyptians worked them ruthlessly. (Exodus 1:6-14)

I1l. Being in the center of God’s will does not mean that you will not experience pain and suffering.

But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man [Saul/Paul] is my chosen instrument to proclaim my
name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must
suffer for my name.” (Acts 9:-15-16)

That is why some Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. But God has helped me to
this very day; so | stand here and testify to small and great alike. | am saying nothing beyond what the
prophets and Moses said would happen— that the Messiah would suffer and, as the first to rise from
the dead, would bring the message of light to his own people and to the Gentiles.” (Acts 26:21-23)

Jesus experienced...

1. Rejection from His family and those He came to save.
When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his
zlgclldt.he teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul! By

the prince of demons he is driving out demons.” (Mark 3:21-22)

He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He
came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. (John 1:10-11)



He was despised and rejected by mankind,
a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. (Isaiah 53:3)

2. Separation from his former life.

At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down
from heaven.” They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How
can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?”” (John 6:41-42)

About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which
means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”’). (Matthew 27:46)

3. Temptation and unfair accusation.

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil...

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and
their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” (Matthew
4:1, 8-9)

Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
(Hebrews 2:18)

And they began to accuse him, saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes
payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.”

So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

“You have said so,” Jesus replied.

Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this
man.” (Luke 23:2-4)

Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, and said to them, “You brought me
this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. | have examined him in your presence and
have found no basis for your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you
can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. (Luke 23:13-15)

4. Undeserved punishment.

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and
us!”

But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same
sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done
nothing wrong.” (Luke 23:39-41)

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should
follow in his steps.
“He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”



When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the

cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” (1
Peter 2:21-24)

5. The dashing of His hopes.

He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away
unless I drink it, may your will be done.”

When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. So he left them and
went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.

Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour
has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes my
betrayer!”

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with
swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had
arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” Going at once to Jesus, Judas said,
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. (Matthew 26:42-49)

God turned the ultimate evil into the ultimate good.

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)



