The Powerless Place
I Intro

1 Open Bibles to 2 Corinthians 12:1-10

2 Last week I talked about the trip Nadine and I are about to take to Burning Man

A. Please pray for:

a.  Us

b.  The rest of the 40 member team

c.  The Burners we will encounter

3 Today: The Powerless Place

A. Been thinking lately – this whole church thing

a.  What it is all about and… 

i It is about relationships

· Our personal relationship with God

· And our interpersonal relationships

· Inside and outside the church

· We are to love God and love one another

· We are to know God and know one another

· We are to serve God and serve one another

ii If church activities somehow violate one of these basics I say lets get rid of it, let’s stop doing it.
b.  What it is NOT all about

i Church is not about performance

· That goes for me and everyone else here.

· I reject a performance based Christianity

ii Church is not about the numbers

· Not Sunday morning attendance

· Sunday School attendance

· It’s not about square footage or the seating capacity of your facility

· Neither is it about the size of your budget.

B. Getting these basics confused has gotten The Church in the mess it’s in

a.  If this church building burned to the ground next week

b.  We’d still have church next Sunday morning, wherever we meet, we ARE the church.
i We’d meet some where and were ever that is That’s the church because WE ARE THE CHURCH!

c.  I’m very concerned that most of the church, regardless of denomination has bought into a worldly model of success…

i That bigger is better

ii Bigger isn’t better it’s just bigger

iii We want more people so we can have bigger building so we can feel validated and look good.

iv Some pastors are eternally trapped in gym class trying to see who’s is bigger.
v We have wholeheartedly embraced soulish/worldly model and it is literally killing us from the inside out – it is a cancer in the body.

vi Instead of reading studying, meeting, attending seminars and everything else just to figure out how to grow our churches I think we need to start asking new questions… like

C. New Questions

a.  God what are you doing?

b.  Papa, how do I do it with you

c.  The go and do that as best as we can,

i If the church grows – great

ii If the church doesn’t grow, that’s great too

d.  Not About Us

i Because it not about us, our success, our numbers or our reputation

ii It is however, about Him and you know what: 

e.  He will build his church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it

i He’s coming for His Bride, she will be spotless and with out blemish or wrinkle 

ii And Get this – she will be one!

D. If it’s ever going to get better we must:

a.  Reject performance based Christianity

b.  We must replace it with a relational approach to the community we called church
c.  We need pure motive

d.   And we must start asking new questions

e.  I’ve been a Christian 34 years and pastor for 25

i Never before have I seen so many people dissatisfied with church

· Both inside the church and outside the church

f.  OK, let me move on…

E. Read & Pray 2 Corinthians 12:1-10

1I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. 2I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows. 3And I know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows—4was caught up to paradise. He heard inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to tell. 5I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. 6Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say.

 7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

F. I’ve heard John Paul say that 
a.  “The height of the mountain is directly proportional to the depth of the valley.”
G. Saint Paul knew the height supernatural experiences in the power Holy Spirit and the depths of a “thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment him”.
a.  As a result God instructed him that Divine power is made perfect in weakness
b.  Let me tell you a story

II Cheeks Story

1 Sometimes I get tired of shaving

2 I have more real estate to mow than most men

3 Ladies you understand… 

A. legs, under arms, some of you do that whole lip thing

B. Not that I ever seen it personally, but I did pick up a woman’s magazine in a doctor’s office one

C. They have to do … THAT??

4 Anyway, I digress, sometimes I get tired of shaving

A. Some of you may notice that I look practically scruffy from time to time.
B. Every once in a while I give seriously consider growing out my hair and a full beard

C. Let me tell you about the last time this happened….

5 I was about a week or ten days into my hairy experiment when “the notes” started showing up

A. On Tuesday Morning April 15, 2008 at approximately 7:30 in the morning I find this post-it note attached to my side of the bathroom mirror

a.  Tom: Please shave me! Love, Your Cheeks

B. Now I assume that my cheeks, as amazing as they might be had some assistance in the note department.

a.  I let the note attached to the mirror, decided to still not shave an went about my day.

b.  The next morning guess what?  Another note appeared, right along side the original saying…
c.  Tom:  Your cheeks are talking – come on man – just pick up the razor and some cream, up and down and I’m clean.  I’ll feel so much better and I won’t leave any more notes.  Love, Cheeks.

d.  By now you’d think I’d have gotten the message, but alas… no.

C. Day three

a.  Now by this time I’ve noticed a couple of things

i First off there are areas on top of my head were hair no longer grows… at all

ii Second, my beard is coming in all right, but it’s not even grey, it’s white!

b.  Yes, there was indeed a note on day three, this time with just a hint of sarcasm…

i I’m staring to feel like Santa Claus.  Love, Your Cheeks.

ii Did I take the hint?  Of course not, I’m a man.

D. Day four’s note was short, to the point and a bit more aggressive in it’s tone

a.  Hey Grandpa, Shave me.  Love, Cheeks

b.  You’d think that such a strike at my vanity would have hit its mark but no, I just read it, smiled, scratched my itchy face and went about my day.

E. Day five

a.  I should interject here that I have, over the past few weeks, been slowly, leisurely rereading and enjoying Ted Dekker’s novel “Black”

b.  It’s become mostly bathroom reading… you know what I mean?

c.  Ok, so I wake up on day five and low and behold there’s another note

d.  But suddenly and dramatically the stakes had gotten much higher.

e.  Apparently it’s not wise to ignore your cheeks by blatantly disregarding their communiqués because day five’s note said…

f.  You’ve forced our hand! If you ever want to see Black again, shave us!  Love, Your Cheeks.

6 So, I relented, gave into the kidnappers demands and shaved my cheeks.

A. You’ll be happy to know that Black was returned promptly and without injury.  I was greatly relieved.

III Two Weeks

1 It’s funny, over those two weeks

A. I didn’t look like me and to be honest

B. I didn’t feel like me either.

2 Emotionally and Spiritually is was a hard two weeks for me

3 Oh, I know why – it was the usual stuff

A. My pride

a.  Sin

b.  Offense

B. Attack

a.  Discouragement

b.  Disillusionment

c.  Lies from the enemy

4 You know, supernatural experience and strange events – even 40 days worth
A. They don’t buy you a free pass on your stuff

a.  If anything they bring stuff out into the open

b.  I had just finished the first of what have been annual 40 day season where God allows me supernatural experiences in the power of the Holy Spirit

c.  The depth of my valleys have been directional proportional to the height of my mountains

d.  Getting squeezed on the outside shows what’s on the inside

i With me, It’s not always a pretty picture

5 Guys, I’m a broken man
A. I do not have it all together

a.  Past experiences and past relationships have left their scars

i I have learned first hand that God’s grace is sufficient for me, because His power is made perfect in weakness.
B. Years ago the Lord told me that 
a.  “He chose me not because my strengths but because my weakness”

b.  I’m more and more convinced of that truth everyday.

C. Listen to what Saint Paul wrote in his first letter to the Corinthians

a.  26Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. (1 Corinthians 1:26-29)
b.  Take not of who God chooses:

i The foolish of this world

ii The weak things of this world

iii The lowly things of this world

iv The despised things

v The things that are not

· In other words… the powerless

· That’s me

vi The Message says it this way…

· Isn't it obvious that God deliberately chose men and women that the culture overlooks and exploits and abuses, (God) chose these "nobodies" to expose the hollow pretensions of the "somebodies"?
D. Have you ever felt this way?

a.  Have you ever been in the powerless place?

b.  Do these verses describe how you feel or have felt about yourself?

c.  Be encouraged my friends there are some very unusual qualifications for this kingdom?
6 Here are four real life practical lessons I have learned and re-learned in these seasons
A. Enjoy the Mountain tops when they come

a.  Don’t be surprised by the valleys

b.  Enjoy the good days, endure the bad and keep going forward

B. When I’m in the valley I need to Shut Up!

a.  When I’m feeling crappy – Shut Up!

b.  When I’m feeling critical – Shut Up!

c.  When I’m offended – Shut Up!

d.  When I’m discouraged, disillusioned, frustrated, angry, prideful, arrogant or self righteous – Shut Up!
e.  When I don’t look like me or feel like me – Shut Up!

i Why, because there’s power in my words and once they’ve exploded I can’t unexploded them.

· It’s the whole soul rule vs. Spirit rule thing

· And when I’m feeling bad, in the valley, you can bet my soul is ruling over my spirit.

C. Everything’s a Test

a.  My character is tested on my best days and my worst

b.  And just like kids in school we never take tests alone

i It is interesting how someone else’s test becomes your test and how your test becomes some one else’s test.

c.  Sometimes I pass sometimes I fail
i Papa allows retests

ii Sometimes the test gets harder, sometimes they get easier

D. Papa Loves Me

a.  Before, during and after the tests - Papa loves me

b.  Pass or fail – Papa loves me

c.  On the mountain top and in the valley - Papa loves me

d.  In the powerful place or in the powerless place – Papa loves me

e.  Fuzzy or clean shaven – Papa loves me

f.  No matter where you are this morning – Papa love you.

IV Ministry Time

1 Come Holy Spirit

A. If you’re in the powerless place - come up for prayer

B. If you’ve failed your test – come up for prayer

C. If you need to be reminded of Papa’s extravagant love for you – come up for prayer

