Living in Papa’s Affection 8

I Intro
1 Open Bibles to Genesis 3:1-6

2 New series of messages inspired by Wayne Jacobsen’s wonderful book titled
A “He Loves Me” – learning to live the Father’s affection.

3 The 3 Main Points of this new series titled “Living in Papa’s Affection”
A God loves us extravagantly
B Unfortunately most of us don’t know it
C To a significant degree, the fault lies at the feet of organized religion

4 In Living In Papa’s Affection 1 
A “See what great love the Father has lavished on us.” from 1 John 3:1
B Daisy Pedal Christianity
C Our perceptions and God’s reality don’t line up from Isaiah 55:8-9

5 In “Living in Papa’s Affection 2”
A The Attributes of God
B The Incarnation
C And Friendship with God

6 In Living In Papa’s Affection 3
A Motives: Why did we become Christians?
B Papa: Angry Judge or Loving Father?

7 In Living in Papa’s Affection 4
A We took a unique looked at the story of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15
a In this parable Jesus is painting a picture of the Father for us.

8 In Living In Papa’s Affection 5
A The Tyranny of the Favor Line
B A unique look at Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus from Acts 9 

9 In Living in Papa’s Affection 6
A The Rich Young Business Man and The Blind Beggar
B We contrasted Jesus’ encounters with these two men in Mark 10 

10 Last Week: Living in Papa’s Affection 7
A Jesus’ post resurrection encounter with Peter in John 21
a Three times Jesus asks Peter – “Do you love me?”
b We serve a God who WANTS to be loved
B The power of fear vs. the power of love
a Though “Fear is the beginning of Wisdom” Proverbs 9:10
i Love is the highest place of relationship with God
b We took a look at 1 John 4, especially verse 18
i “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.”

11 Today: Living in Papa’s Affection 8
A Love, Trust and the fall of Adam & Eve

12 Read & Pray: Genesis 3:1-6
 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
 4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.
A Pray…
B God created us for relationship, for community with the Trinity
a That we would participate in the intimate communion shared between Father, Son and Spirit
b Their perfect unity flows from the fact that they absolutely love and trust one another
c It makes sense that God’s invitation for us to share in that relationship would also be based on trust
C We can obey God and not trust him
a And in the process miss out on relationship
b However, we cannot trust God and be disobedient to him
c Because all disobedience flows of out of mistrust
i Mistrust of God’s nature and his intentions toward us
D OK, let’s take a closer look at this

II The Purpose of the Trees
1 Why did God put the two trees in the Garden?
A If all God wanted from us was obedience, why did he put the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil in the Garden?
a Because Adam and Eve’s experience in the Garden wasn’t to demand their obedience but to incubate their trust.
2 Freedom of Choice
A God knew that the first step toward him might well be a step away in disobedience
B God knew the lesson would be painful and costly
a For him most of all
i Parents suffer deeply when their children make poor choices
C God knew that for love to flourish trust was required
a And God knew that real trust could emerge only where people are free to reject it
D God gave us this choice because he wanted a people who would relate to him in love
a Rather than obey him in fear
3 The Tree of the Knowledge of Good & Evil
A The tree  of life imparted immortality
B The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil would open Adam and Eve’s eyes to see good and evil as God saw them
a Though it’s fruit would enlighten, it would also kill them
C God could have chosen to create the tree of life only
a Or he could have hidden the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in some remote corner of the earth
D God put the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil in the garden for this reason…
a It allowed us the freedom of choice that would make relationship with him meaningful
b Without choice, the relationship is like an arranged marriage – yuck!
c God knew that whichever way Adam and Eve choose, it would still be the first step on a journey to learn to how trust him
E Unfortunately, like the Prodigal Son, Adam and Eve would learn to trust God only by the very painful and costly experience of first trusting themselves
a Like us, they learned from their mistakes

III The Real Goal of the Deception
1 Let’s dissect the serpent’s deception
A The most effective deceptions are a mixture of truth and lies
a So it is here in the Garden
B Nothing is more dangerous than taking that which is clearly true to prove a point that is not
a Mixing a little lie with a lot of truth is like putting a little cyanide in a lot of Kool-Aid.
b You can’t tell it’s there until you drink it…
i And by then it’s too late
C That’s all the serpent need to lull Adam and Eve into this nightmare
a “You surely will not die” verse 4
i It’s the turning point of the dialogue
b The serpent’s words in verse 4 are a lie, but what he says in verse 5 is completely true, every word…
i “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
c Thus the mixture
i How sinister true words sound in the context of a lie
D Eve bit into the lie before she bit into the fruit of the tree
a What was going through her mind?
i If we weren’t really going to be harmed as the serpent said then way was God forbidding it?
ii Was it that he didn’t want us to be like him?
iii Is God holding out on us?
b And right there – the wedge is in place
i The God who made them couldn’t be trusted
ii He was too insecure, to threatened to let anyone else be like him
c No longer sure of God’s motives toward them Adam and Eve could trust him
i Their relationship with God was now suspect
· Something they had to work around to get what they feared God might not want for them
· Now they acted in opposition to God instead of in cooperation with him
E Not knowing who to believe they did what seemed right in their own eyes
a The fruit looked good
b They wanted to be wise
c They ate
2 It’s the root of all sin
A Self sufficiency
a I know best
b I can get what I want on my own and not get hurt
B It’s grabbing for ourselves what God has not given us.
a Adam and Eve’s sin was not what they wanted but how they went about getting it
i Would they trust God to make them like him or would they reach out and take it for themselves?
ii They choose to trust themselves and not to trust God
C The fruit of sin is distrust
a And where there is no trust, there is no relationship
b The serpent completed his mission

IV Something Greater than Obedience
1 Imagining if Eve had known God well enough to trust his love for her?
A Imagine what she might have said in response to the serpent’s accusations against God…
a “What, are you talking about our God?”
b “The one who walked with us in the garden last night?”
c “The one who loves us so much that he’s given us everything for our good?”
d “Are you saying that he would lie to us?”
e “Are you saying that he DOESN”T want us to e like him?”
f “Absolutely, totally impossible! We’re his children, made in his image after all!!”
g “No, not him, you’ve got it all wrong!”
B She could have blew him off and walked away without giving it or the serpent a second thought.
a Now THAT’S the kind of trust God wants all of us to know

2 What’s greater than Obedience?
A If all God wanted was obedience he could have made the whole situation clearer for Adam and Eve
B During one of their evening strolls He could have…
a Warned them about the serpent
b Or explained the fuller meaning of spiritual death connected with eating the fruit
c He could have told them how it would destroy his creation
d Or how it would bring sin, disease and relational brokenness into his world
e He could have told them about the pain it would unleash for them and the generations to come
C But he didn’t
a If he had they might have been obedient but it wouldn’t be because they trusted him
i They would have obeyed because it served their self interest
b God would have simply become a tool of their own fulfillment
i Self STILL would have been at the center of their choice
c God didn’t tell them because he wanted something far better, something more than mere obedience

3 Neither did God intervene
A He could have stepped in, interrupted the serpent and set the record straight, 
a But he didn’t
B Just like Jesus could have sent Peter home instead of letting him follow along to Caiapha’s courtyard and the betrayal that would devastate him
a But he didn’t
C Just like the Prodigal’s Father could have kept his son from leaving
a But he didn’t
D God sees something redemptive even in letting us fail
a He seems less concerned with our mistakes than with how we respond to them
E Often it’s our very mistakes that lead us away from trusting in ourselves
a Our wisdom, our abilities, our strength, or resources
b  And toward trusting God
i If so, then our failures are worth the pain

4 God could have helped Adam and Eve make the right choice but he wanted something more
A God wanted to awaken trust
a Trust that would allow them to participate in Divine Community
B Remember, we were created for relationship
a Relationship in the community of the Trinity
b That circle of perfect love and trust
C Trust can exist only where there is the choice not to trust
a So God provided the choice
D And what an incredible plan
a God provided a choice for Adam and Eve that was obviously in their self interest
b But he framed it in a way that seeking their own desires would lead them to the wrong choice
c Only by learning to trust him would they experience the deepest desire to their hearts
d Again, his ways are not our ways…
E The old saying:
a If you love something, set it free. If it comes back to you, it’s yours. If it doesn’t, it never was.
b Those who have loved enough to let go, understand what God did in the garden.
F Truly God works all things
a Using even our sin, our selfishness and their consequences as an incubator in which our trust in his love for us might emerge.
b That day in the Garden began a process that would culminate at another tree, this one a cross on Calvary’s hill
i There mercy would triumph over sin
ii There the trust that was so elusive for Adam and Eve would become certain for those who belong to God.
c As it says in Romans 5:17
i “For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ!”

V Ministry Time
1 Where do you need to trust God today?
A Are you facing a trust test today?
B Family, finances, children, the future?
C Whatever your circumstances remember this
a God is Good
b God loves you – lavishly and extravagantly
c He’s trustworthy, you can trust him not matter what your circumstances might be
2 Let’s pray
A Lord, reveal wedges  of mistrust between us and you
B Lord, reveal where we doubt your love and intentions toward us
C Lord, open our hearts that we might know you for who your truly are
D Lord, help us trust you
