Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 1:1-5

Intro
· Open Your Bibles to Galatians 1:1-5
· Last week I completed an 8-part series on The Charlottetown Vineyard’s Ethos and Values
· Today I am beginning a new series on Paul’s letter to the Galatians
· We will be having a ministry time after the message
· Please be listening to the Lord for any words of knowledge to share at that time
· Read and Pray: Galatians 1:1-5
Paul, an apostle - sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead - and all the brothers and sisters with me,

To the churches in Galatia:

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
· Here in verses 1-5 of Chapter one…
· Paul’s begins with his introduction
· I’ll get back to that in a few minutes
· Let me begin with an introduction of my own

The Epistle to the Galatians
· Why Galatians?
· When considering where to go next…
· Concerning Sunday messages…
· I felt a nudge from the Holy Spirit to focus on Paul’s Letter to the Galatians
· This pleased me
· Because it’s one of my favorite portions of Scripture

· Paul’s message to the Galatians resonates with my heart
· It resonates well with my personal calling
· Inspired by Luke 4:18-19 I believe God has called me to do three things:
· Tell people the good news…
· Especially concerning the Father’s love
· Set captives free
· Specifically, from the bondage of religion
· Open blind eyes
· Spiritual eyes, so that people might better relate to God and see what God is doing
· Galatians sounds a clarion call for freedom
· Freedom from religion
· From the religious rules, regulations and the traditions of men
· And freedom to live life in the Spirit

· Nuggets of wisdom and truth
· Why Galatians?
· Because some of my favorite verses are found here…
· Galatians 5:1
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
· Galatians 2:20
· I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
· Galatians 5:6b
· The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
· The only thing that counts – wow!
· Just to name a few

· Galatians is a profoundly significant book
· It is said that the books of Galatians and Romans are the clearest expressions of the new covenant.
· Of salvation by grace alone
· Through faith alone
· In Christ alone! 
· Galatians has been called
· "The Magna Carta of Christian Liberty."
· It was this letter to the Galatians that stirred the fires of the Protestant Reformation.
· Of it Martin Luther said:
· "The little book of Galatians is my letter; I have betrothed myself to it; it is my wife."
· John Wesley is known to have said that he found 
· “lasting peace from a sermon on Galatians.”
· Commentator Curtis Vaughan wrote of Galatians:
· "Few books have more profoundly influenced the minds of men, have so significantly shaped the course of human history, or continued to speak with such relevance to the deepest needs of modern life."
· New Testament scholar Leon Morris wrote:
· "Galatians is a passionate letter, the outpouring of the soul of a preacher on fire for his Lord and deeply committed to bringing his hearers to an understanding of what saving faith is."
· High praise indeed

· The Theme is unquestionably 
· Justification by faith alone
· Not by works
· Not by religious laws
· Not by human effort or traditions
· Faith in Christ alone

· This letter to the Galatians is rich in sound biblical doctrine
· It was written before Romans
· And no doubt laid the ground work for that Great book
· I’ve heard some refer to Galatians as a mini or condensed Romans
· In it the doctrine of justification by grace through faith…
· Apart from Judaism's emphasis on works…
· And righteousness earned by obedience…
· Specifically to the Mosaic Law and traditions of the elders…
· Is clearly laid out
· Grace on one side
· Law on the other

Overview
· Saint Paul is clearly the author
· As we see form the first word, of the first verse of the first chapter

· When was it was written?
· There are two schools of thought
· Some believe that it was written between 48-50 AD
· And if so, it would make it Paul’s earliest surviving letter
· Others believe it was written between 54-55 AD
· Which would place it much closer to the writing of his letter to the Romans
· Both have merit 

· Context
· Paul had planted the churches in Galatia during his first missionary journey
· And his message was well received
· You can read about it Acts 13 and 14
· But a problem arose after he moved on from the region
· Paul is writing this letter because 
· Some Jewish Christians were following behind him on his travels and telling people that Paul taught an incomplete gospel
· That the people needed to follow the Jewish law and customs in order to be “truly” Christian
· Especially the laws associated with circumcision
· Paul called them Judaizers
· Adding law to grace
· Astonishingly, 2000 years later…
· That same spirit is at work in the church
· Galatians is Paul’s most passionate letter
· Far and away
· Another reason I enjoy it so
· This letter is a ringing declaration that salvation is God’s free gift
· As well as a hard-hitting rejection…
· Of any hint…
· That it must – or can – somehow be earned
· Paul’s passion for Christ and the gospel are clearly evident in his anger and surprise at the Galatians
· For accepting these false teachers and their message
· We’ll take a closer look at that next week
· You can get a preview by reading Galatians chapter 1 for yourselves
· Specifically verses 6-9
· In Paul’s letter to the Romans the argument for Justification by Faith is 
· Carefully developed
· And calmly logical
· Galatians on the other hand is emotionally charged
· The message of the gospel had been challenged
· And Paul’s response is passionate
· One that he felt deeply, very deep.
· Verses 1
· “Paul, an apostle - sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead 
· Paul opens with his credentials
· “Paul, an apostle”
· This emphasis on Paul's apostolic credentials is important.  
· Paul has very strong words for these Galatians
· And he wants them to understand that he writes to them with authority
· Apostolic authority. 
· Paul wanted the Galatians to take him seriously
· As should we
· Paul goes on to say…
· “…sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him from the dead”
· So, when Paul refers to himself as an Apostle of Jesus Christ 
· He is stating that he is more then just a messenger
·  The Greek word used here is apostolos (a-pos-stow-los)
· It means messenger or one who is sent forth with a message
· Apo meaning “from”
· Stello meaning “to send”
· Paul stating claerly that he has authority
· New Testament Greek scholar Kenneth Samuel Wuest said it this way:
· "The word apostle as Paul uses it here does not merely refer to one who has a message to announce, but to an appointed representative with an official status who is provided with the credentials of his office."
· Paul wants the Galatians to know unequivocally that:
· His calling as an apostle was not from man
· Neither was it through man.  
· It didn't originate with man
· And it didn't come through man.  
· It originated with God
· And came directly from God.  
· His standing as an apostle was not based on opinion polls 
· Or any human council.  
· It is based on a Divine call
· Made through both the Father and the Son
· The Father who raised the Son form the Dead
· That’s some serious authority and power!
· Concerning this point the Great Reformer Martin Luther wrote:
· "When I was a young man I thought Paul was making too much of his call.  I did not understand his purpose.  I did not then realize the importance of the ministry … We exalt our calling, not to gain glory among men, or money, or satisfaction, or favor, but because people need to be assured that the words we speak are the words of God.  This is no sinful pride.  It is holy pride."

· Verse 2 adds
· - and all the brothers and sisters with me.”
· Paul is writing this letter, but adds greetings from his friends as a matter of courtesy.

· Verses 3-5
· To the churches in Galatia: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
· This letter is clearly addressed to the Galatian churches
· This isn't written to a single church in a single city
· This letter is addressed to the churches of Galatia
· Because Galatia was a region, not a city
· And there were several churches among the cities of Galatia.

· Paul opens up with his apostolic greeting
· Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
· This is Paul's familiar greeting
· He’s drawing from the traditional greetings in both Greek and Jewish cultures.  
· Greeks offering grace
· And Jews, peace or shalom 
· Paul uses the exact phrase of verse three – 
· Six other times in the New Testament.
· Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
· Romans 1:7
· 1 Corinthians 1:3
· 2 Corinthians 1:2
· Ephesians 1:2
· Philippians 1:2
· Philemon 1:3
· And of course, here in Galatians 1:3
· Paul uses the word grace 100 times in his writings.  
· All the other New Testament writers combined only used it 55 times.  
· Paul was truly the apostle of grace.

· Verse 4
· “…who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father”
· In 23 brief words Paul state the heart of the gospel message:
· Jesus gave
· Just like the Father gave his only begotten Son
· Jesus gave
· He gave himself
· The highest, best and most precious of all gifts ever given
· For our sins
· That spiritual cancer that was killing all of us
· To rescue us
· Not from the wrath of God
· Not from the Father 
· But from this present evil age
· Jesus didn’t come the change the Father’s mind about us, but to change our minds about the Father.
· And all of this was done in unison with the Father
· according to the will of our God and Father

· Verse 5
· to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
· The Gospel is good news
· It is very good news
· And Paul opens this profound letter with that very good news
· Paul’s hard hitting challenges begin in verse 6 and we will take a look at them new week.

· Let’s Pray
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Ministry Time

	
