The Gospel of John 7:1-24

Introduction
· Open Bibles to the Gospel of John chapter 7
· We’re working our way through John’s Gospel
· We’ve completed the first six chapter
· Today we begin our look at chapter seven 
· Read and Pray: John 7:1-24

After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to go about in Judea because the Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. 2 But when the Jewish Festival of Tabernacles was near, 3 Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that your disciples there may see the works you do. 4 No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For even his own brothers did not believe in him.

6 Therefore Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you any time will do. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that its works are evil. 8 You go to the festival. I am not going up to this festival, because my time has not yet fully come.” 9 After he had said this, he stayed in Galilee.

10 However, after his brothers had left for the festival, he went also, not publicly, but in secret.11 Now at the festival the Jewish leaders were watching for Jesus and asking, “Where is he?”

12 Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, “He is a good man.”

Others replied, “No, he deceives the people.” 13 But no one would say anything publicly about him for fear of the leaders.
14 Not until halfway through the festival did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to teach.15 The Jews there were amazed and asked, “How did this man get such learning without having been taught?”

16 Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me. 17 Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 18 Whoever speaks on their own does so to gain personal glory, but he who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?”

20 “You are demon-possessed,” the crowd answered. “Who is trying to kill you?”

21 Jesus said to them, “I did one miracle, and you are all amazed. 22 Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a boy on the Sabbath. 23 Now if a boy can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing a man’s whole body on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead judge correctly.”

Verse 1
· After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to go about in Judea because the Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. 
· It was not a lack of courage that made Jesus stay in Galilee, 
· But rather an awareness of the Father's perfect timing
· It simply was not time yet.

Verse 2 Mentions the Feast of Tabernacles
· Let me share a little information about this feast
· The Feast of Tabernacles, also known as Sukkot or The Feast of Booths was the seventh and final feast given to Israel
·  It was a joyful, weeklong celebration.
· It’s a time when families camped out in "booths", huts, tent like mini tabernacles to commemorate God's faithfulness to Israel during their 40 years of wanderings in the wilderness
· During the festival many Jewish families would construct these small hastily built huts in which they would eat their meals throughout the week.
· I can remember seeing these booths all over Brooklyn growing up – back yards, front porches, even fire escapes
· Later, after Israel entered the land of promise, Sukkot became associated with their fall harvest and came to be known as the "Festival of Ingathering" (of the harvest)
· It was a way of marking the end of their agricultural year as well as the end of their annual Torah reading cycle.

Jesus’ Brothers give him a hard time in verses 3-4
· “Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that your disciples there may see the works you do. 4 No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.” 
· Essentially, Jesus' brothers are telling Him to: 
· "Take your show on the road big shot." 
· "Hey, if You really do have all this miracle power, why don't You go to Jerusalem and make Yourself really famous?"
· The Living Bible gives a good sense of verse 4:
· You can't be famous when you hide like this! If you're so great, prove it to the world!
· Prior to Jesus’ death and resurrection, his brothers never seemed to be supportive of His ministry
· Mark 3:20-21 give us some additional insight
· 20 Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. 21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”
·  However Acts 1:12-14 does indicate a change of heart after the resurrection 
· 12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.
· So, eventually, Jesus’ brothers came around.

Verses 6-9
6 Therefore Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you any time will do. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that its works are evil. 8 You go to the festival. I am not going up to this festival, because my time has not yet fully come.” 9 After he had said this, he stayed in Galilee.
· I love how Jesus refuses to be squeezed into a mold
· Not the Pharisees, not the crowd and not even his brothers
· He’s committed with laser focus to the Father’s will
· Jesus was completely submitted to the will of the Father
· The timing of God the Father was of greater importance to Jesus
· More important than appeasing his brothers.
· I have never found people pleasing to be an effective strategy
· If I make group A happy, group B is upset
· If I choose to please group B, group A is furious
· Instead I’ve tried to follow God as humbly and as lovingly as I can
· If I chose to make God happy both A & B might be upset with me
· But at least I can sleep with myself at night

Timing
· It’s important to know the will of God
· It’s equally as important to know the timing of God
· The timing of God is as significant as the will of God
· Many stumble because over this issue
· They sense they know God's will, but they move ahead of His timing. 
· This is a sure recipe for frustration.
· Revelation, Interpretation and Application
· Clear revelation and accurate interpretation can reveal the will of God
· Timing is part of the application
· Because of their relationship, Jesus knew the will AND the timing of the Father

Verses 10-13
10 However, after his brothers had left for the festival, he went also, not publicly, but in secret.11 Now at the festival the Jewish leaders were watching for Jesus and asking, “Where is he?”

12 Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, “He is a good man.”

Others replied, “No, he deceives the people.” 13 But no one would say anything publicly about him for fear of the leaders.

· Jesus goes up to a Jerusalem
· And it’s buzzing with rumors about him.
· Unfortunately gossip, rumors and politics have been around “church” circles for a very long time
· Some said he was good and other said no.
· People loved him or hated him
· There was no middle ground
· People were passionately for him or passionately against him
· There was no staying neutral when it came to Jesus
· I find this oddly comforting as I look back on my spiritual journey
· Everywhere we’ve gone people have supported us fiercely and people have opposed us fiercely

Verses 14-18
14 Not until halfway through the festival did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to teach.15 The Jews there were amazed and asked, “How did this man get such learning without having been taught?”

16 Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me. 17 Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 18 Whoever speaks on their own does so to gain personal glory, but he who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him. 
· Jesus went to the temple court and began to teach
· Obviously not a coward in hiding
· So Jesus avoided the grand entrance suggested by his goading brothers
· But he never shrank back or hid from is purpose and calling
· He continued to minister life and truth publically

· Beginning here Jesus responds to three objections
· His education/authority
· That he’s a rule breaker
· And why in their opinion, Jesus couldn’t possibly be the Messiah
· I’ll cover the first two today and we’ll look at the third one next Sunday

· The First Objection
· So, it appears that Jesus doesn’t have a PhD in Theology from the University of Jerusalem
·  “How did this man get such learning without having been taught?”
· The objection seems to be that Jesus isn’t properly educated
· He isn’t professionally trained
· He isn’t bona fide

· The Jewish leaders knew that Jesus hadn’t studied or been a disciple under a prominent rabbi like Gamaliel (Ga-ma-lee-ale), Paul’s teacher
· In Acts 22:3 Saint Paul says: 
· Then Paul said: 3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia (key-la-key-ya) but brought up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors.
· Jesus possessed no such earthly academic pedigree, the Jews leaders knew it and wanted to use it to their political advantage

· In response Jesus doesn’t point to His credentials, but to His teaching, his instructions. 
· It’s as if He saying: “I don’t have a seminary degree, but judge Me by My teaching
· “If the Jewish leaders had listened carefully to Jesus’ teaching, they would know that it was all rooted in the Old Testament Scriptures, and that it was indeed from God
· Just as Jesus says

· Jesus was obviously an insightful and gifted teacher
· Consider the Beatitudes
·  But it wouldn’t be accurate to say in some derogatory way that Jesus was “self taught”. 
· Jesus was and is one with the Father and the Spirit
· Jesus is THE WORD of God made flesh
· He had no need to study the word or be taught the word by men – he IS the Word!
· Jesus was sent by the Father and spoke not only with the Father’s Authority but also in the Power of the Holy Spirit!
· His authority was not from any man, 
· It wasn’t from some prestigious university or renowned professor
· His Authority was from His Father.

Verses 19-24
19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?”

20 “You are demon-possessed,” the crowd answered. “Who is trying to kill you?”

21 Jesus said to them, “I did one miracle, and you are all amazed. 22 Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a boy on the Sabbath. 23 Now if a boy can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing a man’s whole body on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead judge correctly.”

The Second Objection: Jesus is a Sabbath breaker.
· In verse 19 Jesus asks
· Why are you trying to kill me?”
·  This goes back to John 5 where Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath, 
· The Jewish Leaders wanted to kill Jesus
· John 5:16-18 states it plainly
· 16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute him. 17 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.
·  The multitude didn't know this, but the Jewish leaders did - though they denied it.
· They had an agenda, a hidden agenda
· Never a good sign
· Jesus uses circumcision to undo this objection
· If it is permitted (even commanded) to do a negative work (such as cutting away the flesh in circumcision) on the Sabbath, why not a work that brings wholeness?
· And then Jesus tells them to stop judging a book by it’s cover
· Stop judging on appearance
· If the Jewish leaders and the people could have done this…
· Maybe they would have would have embraced Jesus instead of contesting and rejecting Him.


Monday Morning Take Away
· I see two things here:
· People pleasing
· Religious spirit
· Let’s follow Jesus’ example in John 7
· First let’s choose not be people pleasers
· Let our decision be to please God and not man
· Even if it’s family members
· And second, let’s resist a Religious Spirit
· One way to define what Jesus is confronting here is a Religious Spirit
· Characteristics of Religious Spirit I can see from this John 7 Encounter
· A religious spirit is a fault finder
· They look for what’s wrong, not for what’s right
· A religious spirit looks to earthly, natural and physical 
· As in Jesus’ academic credentials and  qualifications
· It easily rejects the heavenly, supernatural and spiritual qualifications
· Even more so, they view such things as bogus
· A religious spirit defaults to the rules and regulation instead of love
· It can’t see that a man was healed only that a rule was broken
· They violate love even as they yell scripture in your face.
· A religious spirit chooses it’s opinion over love 
· They will readily sacrifice friendship to support their theological position
· Truly straining out gnats and swallowing camels
· A person with a religious spirit is easily and continually offended
· And finally, a person with a religious spirit is un-teachable
· Pride keep people from seeing the Messiah
· Pride in their opinions and religious heritage

· So, your mission if you choose to accept it is:
· Live in the opposite spirit this week.
· Reject people pleasing and resist a religious spirit
· Let’s pray 

