Live by the Spirit 2011
Part 2

I Intro

1 Open Bibles to Galatians 5
2 Last week: Live by the Spirit Part 1

A  Zech 4:6 – “not by might, not by power but by my Spirit says the Lord

a The Mission – To be light

b The Two Rejected Methods – Might & Power, Resources & Resoluteness

c The Secret Weapon – The Spirit of the Lord Almighty
3 Today: Live By the Spirit Part 2
A Internal Battles
B Facts vs. Faith
C First Things First
4 Read & Pray Galatians 5:1-26

Freedom in Christ

 1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

 2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.

 7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the truth? 8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9 “A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” 10 I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion, whoever that may be, will have to pay the penalty. 11 Brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. 12 As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves!

Life by the Spirit

 13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.

 16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

 19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

A Today I want to focus on verses 16-18, listen to them again
a  16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
II Internal Battles
1 Lately I have sensed internal battles among us

A Not between individuals

B But within ourselves

2 It feels like there is a war raging between our souls and the Spirit

A And I think I know why…

B It’s time for us to learn to live by the Spirit

a I believe it’s time to Learn, Practice & Experiment with true power

b The Power of the Holy Spirit

c The power of a supernatural life

C Running parallel with that, as Gal 5 says…

a It’s time to learn to resist the ways of the flesh

b This is a golden opportunity for each of us
c It’s like going north or south

i Can’t do both at the same time

ii As you go one way you move further away from the other

3 This is how I see it

A The bulls eye of the incoming attack is our hearts
a And the weapon of choice is our minds
b Fear, doubt, human logic, earthly reason

B The wisdom of man stands in opposition to God’s wisdom

a “The foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom” 1 Cor. 1:25

b “His ways are not our ways” Isaiah 55:8

c God speaks one thing to our hearts but our circumstances scream another thing to our minds

III Facts vs. Faith

1 Facts often stand in opposition to faith

A Living by the Spirit or walking in faith often means…

B We will have to choose between empirical evidence and the leading of the Holy Spirit.
C Not easy sometimes

2 Remember the movie Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade? 
A Where Jones had to take that leap of faith?
B Due to an optical illusion he couldn’t see the bridge in front of him

C He had to believe what he couldn’t see

D Hebrews 11:1 “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”
3 Metaphorically speaking, 
A If faith is like leaping off of a cliff… 
B at some point your mind will have to yield to the Spirit

C Not an easy thing to do for us Americans

a At some point we must train our souls
i mind, will & emotions)

b To yield to the Spirit
i That place of Conscience where we have Communion with God and receive His Wisdom.
4 ABC’s of Faith

A Faith is a verb

a Faith is an ACTION based upon a BELIEF sustained by CONFIDENCE

B In other words

a Action: I take a risk

b Belief: Believing His words or promises to me

c Confidence: in His character and nature

C In others words

a I know that God is good

b I know that He loves me

c I will follow where he leads and do what he says

5 Currently the battle is for our hearts and the battle ground is our minds
A If we can win that battle the world around us is a piece of cake
B If we can win that battle we can walk by faith and Live by the Spirit

C The next steps are easy
a Multiple food – like Jesus did (Matt 14)
b Transportation – like Philip (acts 8:39) or Jesus & Disciple (John 6:21)
c Immunity to deadly diseases/ poisons like Paul (acts 28:5)

d Ability to heal the sick, like Jesus & the disciple (N.T.)

e Ability to raise the dead Like Jesus (John 11) and Peter (Acts 9) or Paul (Acts 20)

f We will have God’s life flowing freely through us
i And people will go where the life is!

D It’s the Key to true Revival

a People will come to faith in Christ anywhere there are people fully living by the Spirit
i Then we’ll see genuine revival
ii Then we’ll see true transformation of hearts, communities and cities
IV First things first
1 Back to verses 16

A So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
B Let’s start with  spiritual baby steps

a Do the do’s and you won’t have to worry about doing the don’ts

b What are the do’s?

c What are the first steps?

i Verse 22 says that “the fruit of the Spirit is love,”
· Let’s start there

2 Love is the first step
A When asked what was most important Jesus said

 28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”

   29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”

B Love is the first step

a You cannot live by the spirit without love

C The Apostle Paul said

a  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 1 Corinthians 13:2

b It’s not just about spiritual gifts

D Jesus said

a 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ Matthew 7:21-23
b It’s about relationships

i Loving God & Loving one another!
ii Let’s get this part right

· Let’s get these first steps to living by the Spirit right.

3 Let’s pray 
