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Christians in the Church Age are blessed beyond even the OT prophets and angels. 

I. God’s prophets apparently did not always fully understand the messages they were 

given. (v. 10) 

Searched intently (Gr. ek-zay-teh'-o) 

to seek out, investigate, scrutinize (usually of God and/or His Word) 

 

“‘After this I will return 

    and rebuild David’s fallen tent. 

Its ruins I will rebuild, 

    and I will restore it, 

that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, 

    even all the Gentiles who bear my name, 

says the Lord, who does these things’— 

    things known from long ago. (Acts 15:16-18 quoting Amos 9:11-12) 

 

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. (Hebrews 11:6) 

 

Save me, for I am yours; 

    I have sought out your precepts. (Psalm 119:94) 

 

Inquiries: (Gr. ex-er-yoo-nah'-o) only here 

To search after, thoroughly investigate (first used to tell of a dog sniffing out something with 

his nose). 

 

Blessed are those who keep his statutes 

    and seek him with all their heart— (Psalm 119:2) 

 

“The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, but seal up the vision, 

for it concerns the distant future.” 

I, Daniel, was worn out. I lay exhausted for several days. Then I got up and went about the 

king’s business. I was appalled by the vision; it was beyond understanding. (Daniel 8:26-27) 

 

The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his right hand and his 

left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him who lives forever, saying, “It will be for 



a time, times and half a time. When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all 

these things will be completed.” 

I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, “My lord, what will the outcome of all this be?” 

(Daniel 12:7-8) 

 

In the first year of [Darius the Mede’s] reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, 

according to the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of 

Jerusalem would last seventy years. (Daniel 9:2) 

 

But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. For truly I tell you, 

many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear 

what you hear but did not hear it. (Matthew 13:16-17) 

 

When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples to 

ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” (Matthew 11:2-

3) 

 

II. God’s prophets were inspired to make the coming of the Messiah the central message 

of the Old Testament. (v. 11) 

Trying to find out (Gr. er-you-nah'-o) 

searching, examining, probing 

 

You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These 

are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. (John 

5:39-40) 

 

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own 

interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, 

though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:20-21) 

 

And I will put enmity 

    between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and hers; 

he will crush your head, 

    and you will strike his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) 

 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

    Why are you so far from saving me, 

    so far from my cries of anguish? 

All who see me mock me; 

    they hurl insults, shaking their heads. 

“He trusts in the LORD,” they say, 

    “let the LORD rescue him. 



Let him deliver him, 

    since he delights in him.” (Psalm 22:1, 7-8) 

 

They put gall in my food 

    and gave me vinegar for my thirst. (Psalm 69:21) 

 

I offered my back to those who beat me, 

    my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; 

I did not hide my face 

    from mocking and spitting. (Isaiah 50:6) 

 

Just as there were many who were appalled at him— 

    his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being 

    and his form marred beyond human likeness— (Isaiah 52:14) 

 

Who has believed our message 

    and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

    and like a root out of dry ground. 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

Surely he took up our pain 

    and bore our suffering, 

yet we considered him punished by God, 

    stricken by him, and afflicted. 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

    and by his wounds we are healed. 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

    each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressed and afflicted, 

    yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 

By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 

    Yet who of his generation protested? 



For he was cut off from the land of the living; 

    for the transgression of my people he was punished. 

He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

    and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, 

    nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 

    and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, 

he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 

    and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 

After he has suffered, 

    he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 

    and he will bear their iniquities. 

Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 

    and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

because he poured out his life unto death, 

    and was numbered with the transgressors. 

For he bore the sin of many, 

    and made intercession for the transgressors. (Isaiah 53:1-12) 

 

“Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put 

an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision 

and prophecy and to anoint the Most Holy Place. 

“Know and understand this: From the time the word goes out to restore and rebuild Jerusalem 

until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It 

will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the 

Anointed One will be put to death and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come 

will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until 

the end, and desolations have been decreed. He will confirm a covenant with many for one 

‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the 

temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is 

poured out on him.” (Daniel 9:24-27) 

 

…because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 

    nor will you let your holy one see decay. (Psalm 16:10) 

 

Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; 

    a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 

You love righteousness and hate wickedness; 

    therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions 

    by anointing you with the oil of joy. (Psalm 45:6-7) 

 



For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

    will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:6-7) 

 

See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, 

    and he rules with a mighty arm. 

See, his reward is with him, 

    and his recompense accompanies him. 

He tends his flock like a shepherd: 

    He gathers the lambs in his arms 

and carries them close to his heart; 

    he gently leads those that have young. (Isaiah 40:10-11) 

 

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

    my chosen one in whom I delight; 

I will put my Spirit on him, 

    and he will bring justice to the nations. 

He will not shout or cry out, 

    or raise his voice in the streets. 

A bruised reed he will not break, 

    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 

In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 

    he will not falter or be discouraged 

till he establishes justice on earth. 

    In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” (Isaiah 42:1-4) 

 

‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the 

people of Israel and Judah. 

“‘In those days and at that time 

    I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; 

    he will do what is just and right in the land. 

In those days Judah will be saved 



    and Jerusalem will live in safety. 

This is the name by which it will be called: 

    The LORD Our Righteous Savior.’ (Jeremiah 33:14-16) 

 
 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with 

the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was 

given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language 

worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that twill not pass away, and his 

kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. (Daniel 7:13-14) 

 

But God has helped me to this very day; so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am 

saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen— that the Messiah 

would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his own 

people and to the Gentiles.” (Acts 26:22-23) 

 

III. God’s prophets often wrote primarily to future generations. (v. 12) 

All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things 

promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were 

foreigners and strangers on earth. People who say such things show that they are looking for a 

country of their own. If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have 

had opportunity to return. Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

(Hebrews 11:13-16) 

 

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the 

endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 

(Romans 15:4) 

 

These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on 

whom the culmination of the ages has come. (1 Corinthians 10:11) 

 

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 

spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” And 

beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 

Scriptures concerning himself. (Luke 24:25-27) 

 
 For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel 

came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep 

conviction. (1 Thessalonians 1:4-5a) 

 

And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence 

or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know 

nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weakness 



with great fear and trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and 

persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not 

rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. (1 Corinthians 2:1-5) 

 

The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but 

considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only 

through the Spirit. (1 Corinthians 2:14) 

 

IV. The good angels marvel to learn of God’s plans. (v. 12b) 

 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation? (Hebrews 

1:14) 

 
 For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like 

those condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to 

angels as well as to human beings. (1 Corinthians 4:9) 

 

I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his 

power. Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to 

preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the 

administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all 

things. His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 

made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal 

purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In him and through faith in him we may 

approach God with freedom and confidence. (Ephesians 3:7-12) 

 

For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. (Hebrews 2:16) 

 

… God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them in chains of 

darkness to be held for judgment… (2 Peter 2:4) 

  
 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and 

ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the 

elders. In a loud voice they were saying: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 

    and honor and glory and praise!” (Revelation 5:11) 


